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Essential Question(s)
Why is it important to review the syllabus?
The syllabus can be considered a roadmap for the course, but not all students know to look at it this way. By
encouraging students to give the syllabus a thorough look, we can guide them toward the most important
parts of a course. Students can use the syllabus to plan for things such as major assignments in the course,
reading course texts (which may require more time), and general course expectations.

Summary
Week 2 of the Concurrent Enrollment Tool Kit is designed to guide students in the way they look at syllabi
for their university-level courses. By encouraging thoughtful questions and close reading of the syllabus,
students are better equipped to navigate their course(s).

Learning Goals

Assist students in identifying the purpose of the course syllabus.

Guide students in determining how information in the syllabus can be used to prepare for success in
the course.
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Attachments

CE Tool Kit, Week 2.docx

CE Tool Kit, Week 2.pdf

Materials

CE Tool Kit, Week 2 (attached)

Course syllabus (paper or digital copy)

Student planner (recommended)

Highlighter

Pen/pencil
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Guiding Notes
Begin the meeting by greeting the student by name and inquiring about their classes and how they are
going.

Make sure the student has either a paper or digital copy of their course syllabus and their planner if they
have one.

After explaining the importance of conducting a close-reading of the syllabus, work with the student to
identify and highlight any key dates for assignments or exams. If they have a planner, help them enter this
information into it. This is also a good time to review and required materials or textbooks listed and general
expectations for the course. These can include things like attendance requirements and guidelines for class
conduct.

Once the student has gone over the syllabus and noted all the important components, make sure they don’t
have any outstanding questions and end the meeting.

For this conversation, it can be helpful to consider how you might have thought about syllabi as a university
student:

Are there any tips that you wish you’d known?

Did you consistently refer back to the syllabus as a student?

What is something valuable about a course syllabus that your students may not have considered?
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Discussion Starters
Consider starting the discussion by asking:

What do you think of your course so far?

Is there a specific thing you find exciting about the course?
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Discussion Questions
To guide this week’s discussion, consider asking some of the following questions:

Did the instructor review the syllabus with the class?

Did the instructor emphasize any parts of the course while going through the syllabus?

If not, have you read the syllabus?

How might you use the syllabus as a guide for this course?

Does your syllabus explore major assignments?

Do you have any questions about the course?
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Next Steps
To prepare for next week, ask students to:

Review the syllabus again for their class.

Bring any questions they might have about course expectations.

Track how much time they spend studying outside of class over this next week.
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Research Rationale
Research shows a clear and strong link between concurrent enrollment and increased student academic
performance (Jones, 2014; Dingess, 2018). Several studies have also found that students who participate in
concurrent enrollment have time to acclimate to the college environment and thus earn higher grades in
their postsecondary careers (Allen & Dadgar, 2012; Dingess, 2018). This opportunity to build momentum
also provides an avenue for those students who might carry complex social and educational challenges
from high school as they transition into the university setting (Wang et al., 2015). A consistent concern with
students as they transition from high school to PSE is that many of them might have difficulty in fully
acclimating to the rigor and expectations of university-level coursework (Taylor, 2015; Vargas et al., 2017).
This is especially apparent when looking at students who identify as first-generation college students, as
they might feel overwhelmed by everything from student support to the specifics of financial aid (Lee et al.,
2022). Concurrent enrollment offers a bridge between the familiarity of high school and the frontier of
higher learning, building on the initial benefits of concurrent enrollment in high school to build toward
greater academic momentum fueled by a smooth transition from high school to university (Wang et al.,
2015).

To expand on the inherent benefits associated with concurrent enrollment programs, these programs are
most successful when students are provided with extra guidance in how to navigate this new academic
environment (Witkowsky & Clayton, 2020). Though students in concurrent enrollment programs might be
high-performing, it is helpful to remember that they are still high school students and stand to benefit from
“wraparound” services that counselors can provide as a bridge between high school and university-level
expectations (Witkowsky & Clayton, 2020). Whether partnering directly with specific higher education
institutions as part of the concurrent enrollment program or not, wraparound services can still be designed
with the university course expectations in mind.

These tool kits are designed as conversation starters to provide the kind of ongoing support that allows
concurrent enrollment students to be most successful (Johnson et al., 2021; Lile et al., 2018). Spanning a
range of topics between goal setting and writing expectations, each conversation serves as an opportunity
for relationship building and mentoring with students. For students who might not know which questions to
ask or which resources to look for, these tool kits can help concurrent enrollment coordinators set a
foundation for success for students to draw on after high school.
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