QUESTIONS: THE THINGS THEY CARRIED (TEACHER GUIDE)

1.

10.

Ais the correct answer because the word "necessities" is used to describe the items that were largely
determined as essential or indispensable for the soldiers. These were the items they carried because they
were necessary for their survival and well-being during their service, making "necessities" the appropriate
term in the context.

H is the correct answer because the passage says Ted Lavender, who was scared, carried tranquilizers until
he was shot in the head outside the village of Than Khe in mid-April. The mention of him being scared and
carrying tranquilizers suggests that he used them to manage his fear and anxiety while serving in the war.

B is the correct answer because the inference can be drawn from the fact that Dave Jensen carried three
pairs of socks and a can of Dr. Scholl's foot powder. These items are commonly associated with preventing
or addressing foot problems, such as blisters and trench foot, which can be common issues for soldiers in
the field.

F is the correct answer because the inference can be drawn from the fact that Dave Jensen "carried a
toothbrush, dental floss, and several hotel-sized bars of soap he'd stolen on R&R in Sydney, Australia."

Cis the correct answer because this answer accurately captures the paraphrased content of the original
text while maintaining its essential details and structure. It mentions the requirement for the flak jacket
due to the hazardous land conditions, the added weight in hot weather, and the practice of carrying a
large bandage for emergencies, all of which were described in the original text.

F is the correct answer because the passage mentions that the boy had three magazines of ammunition,
indicating the importance of carrying three containers holding ammunition for their rifle.

Ais the correct answer because the passage conveys a sense of sadness and melancholy as it discusses the
heavy burdens and personal items carried by the soldiers during the war. It touches on the weight of their
responsibilities and the grim nature of their experiences.

G is the correct answer because while the passage contains elements of sadness (melancholic), practicality
(pragmatic), and even some humor, the passage invites readers to contemplate the soldiers' experiences
and the items they carry, fostering a sense of reflection on the nature of war and the personal burdens it
imposes.

B is the correct answer because the passage says that the soldiers carried these items due to superstition.
Superstition typically involves beliefs in luck or supernatural forces, and the passage suggests that the
soldiers carried these items because they believed that doing so would bring them good luck or protect
them from harm.

F is the correct answer because the phrase "sharing the weight of memory" implies that the soldiers were
not only burdened by the physical items they carried but also by the emotional and psychological toll of
their experiences in the war. They provided each other with emotional support and shared the burden of
the memories and trauma associated with their wartime experiences.
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