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Essential Question(s)
How can I increase my ACT score?

Summary
In this culminating reading ACT prep activity, students use the skills they have learned during the ACT prep
series. Students practice responding to an ACT-style reading passage and question set then reflect on how
well they expect to do on the real ACT. This is the tenth activity in a 10-week "Power Up" series for ACT prep.

Learning Goals

Select test-taking strategies to use on the ACT reading section.

Apply ACT reading test knowledge.

Page 1 of 8

https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/educator-resource/3179?rev=39379

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/educator-resource/3179?rev=39379


Attachments

Activity Slides—Reading ACT Prep, Week 10.pdf

Activity Slides—Reading ACT Prep, Week 10.pptx

Passage—Reading ACT Prep, Week 10.docx

Passage—Reading ACT Prep, Week 10.pdf

Questions (Teacher Guide)—Reading ACT Prep, Week 10.docx

Questions (Teacher Guide)—Reading ACT Prep, Week 10.pdf

Questions—Reading ACT Prep, Week 10.docx

Questions—Reading ACT Prep, Week 10.pdf

Materials

Activity Slides (attached)

Passage handout (attached; one per student)

Questions handout (attached; one per student)

Questions (Teacher Guide) document (attached; for teacher use)

Page 2 of 8

https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/educator-resource/3179?rev=39379

https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/educator-resource/3179/Activity%20Slides%25E2%2580%2594Reading%20ACT%20Prep,%20Week%2010.pdf?rev=39379&language=English
https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/educator-resource/3179/Activity%20Slides%25E2%2580%2594Reading%20ACT%20Prep,%20Week%2010.pptx?rev=39379&language=English
https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/educator-resource/3179/Passage%25E2%2580%2594Reading%20ACT%20Prep,%20Week%2010.docx?rev=39379&language=English
https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/educator-resource/3179/Passage%25E2%2580%2594Reading%20ACT%20Prep,%20Week%2010.pdf?rev=39379&language=English
https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/educator-resource/3179/Questions%20%2528Teacher%20Guide%2529%25E2%2580%2594Reading%20ACT%20Prep,%20Week%2010.docx?rev=39379&language=English
https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/educator-resource/3179/Questions%20%2528Teacher%20Guide%2529%25E2%2580%2594Reading%20ACT%20Prep,%20Week%2010.pdf?rev=39379&language=English
https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/educator-resource/3179/Questions%25E2%2580%2594Reading%20ACT%20Prep,%20Week%2010.docx?rev=39379&language=English
https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/educator-resource/3179/Questions%25E2%2580%2594Reading%20ACT%20Prep,%20Week%2010.pdf?rev=39379&language=English
https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/educator-resource/3179?rev=39379


10 minutes

Introduction

Teacher's Note: ACT Enhancements

The following resource has been updated to better align with the test changes that began in April 2025
for the online test and in September 2025 for the paper-pencil test. Some outside resources linked are
based on the previous version of the ACT. Learn more about enhancements to the ACT in 2025.

Introduce the activity using the attached Activity Slides. Share the essential question on slide 3 and the
learning objectives on slide 4. 

Have students take out a piece of notebook paper and move to slide 5. Introduce the Justified True or False
strategy to students. Provide time for students to read the four statements on the slide and decide whether
each is true or false. Have students write down their answers on their notebook paper with their
explanation for choosing true or false. Ask for volunteers to share their justified conclusions with the class.
Use the hidden slide 6 for sample student responses. As students wrap up the ten-week ACT prep series of
activities, remind students to keep in mind that all questions should be answered. 

Teacher's Note: College Course Placement

If college-bound students graduate high school without obtaining a 19 on the four ACT section tests,
advise that they ask about placement tests. Most likely the college they plan to attend offers a
placement test, and upon earning a required score, they could potentially avoid remedial courses.
Students should talk to the admissions office of the college they wish to attend for more information.
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20 minutes

Activity
Pass out the attached Passage and Questions handouts to each student; then display slide 7. Tell students
they have ten minutes to read the passage and respond to the questions. Use the 10-minute timer on the
slide.

When time expires, display slide 8 and ask students to check their responses.

Then transition to slide 9 and have students pair up to discuss their responses with one another. Ask
students to share with their partner any specific strategies they used to answer the questions. If students
have questions about answers, use the attached Questions (Teacher Guide) attachment, which provides
explanations for the correct answers to these ACT-style questions.

Sample Student Responses:

I read the passage before answering questions, instead of reading the questions first. 

I watched the time to ensure I read for only four minutes before answering questions.

I looked back at the lines in the passage when the question asked about a specific line.

I read sentences as a whole and did not worry about words I didn’t recognize.

I used the information about the type of passage to predict the types of questions.

I skipped questions that I did not know where to find the answer in the passage. Then I went back
to those questions after answering the others.

I highlighted the topic sentence of each paragraph to refer to when answering questions.

I used context clues to understand what some words meant.
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5 minutes

Wrap-Up
Move to slide 10 and review with students how many correct responses on the ACT reading test are
equivalent to the overall score. Reinforce that in order to earn a 19 on the ACT reading test, a student only
needs to answer 18 out of 36 questions correctly.

Next, display slide 11 and explain to students that if they usually answer five out of nine questions given in
the weekly ACT reading test prep activities, then they should earn more than a 19 on the reading section of
the ACT. Reinforce that this is why it is important for students to pace themselves so that all questions can
be responded to in the 40 minutes provided. 

Move to slide 12 and remind students they can access a free question of the day on ACT’s website by going
to my.act.org. Encourage students to keep studying on their own so they can be fully prepared for their
upcoming ACT test.

Display slide 13 and congratulate students on completing the ten-week ACT prep series of activities.
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Next Step
Encourage students to keep practicing their actions from their Goal Setting handout.

Encourage students to use free time in class to read. Reading every day helps with reading speed - a
very helpful skill for all sections of the ACT.

Remind students of state testing dates and national testing dates. Consider posting this information in
your classroom or sharing the following link with students: www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-
services/the-act/registration.html (or suggest they search for “ACT National Test Dates”). It is helpful to
not just let students know of the testing dates, but also the registration dates.
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Research Rationale
Standardized testing in high schools has long stood as a metric for assessing college readiness and school
accountability (McMann, 1994). While there has been debate surrounding the accuracy of such metrics, as
well as concerns regarding equity, many institutions of higher education continue to make these scores
part of the admissions process (Allensworth & Clark, 2020; Black et al., 2016; Buckley et al., 2020). Aside from
admissions, it is also important to keep in mind that standardized test scores can also provide students
with scholarship opportunities they wouldn’t otherwise have (Klasik, 2013). Though the topic of
standardized testing continues to be debated, effective test prep can ensure that our students are set up
for success.

With several benefits to doing well on college admissions tests, it is important to consider how best to
prepare students for this type of high stakes test. Those students from groups that may historically struggle
to find success, such as those from poverty backgrounds or first-generation college students, especially
stand to benefit from effective test preparation (Moore & San Pedro, 2021). The American College Test (ACT)
is one option students have for college admissions testing that is provided both at national centers and
school sites. Taking time to understand this test including the timing, question types, rigor, and strategies
for approaching specific questions can help to prepare students to do their best work on test day and to
ensure their score is a more accurate representation of what they know (Bishop & Davis-Becker, 2016).
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