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Time Frame 30 minutes

Essential Question(s)

Is postsecondary education worth the investment?

Summary

In this activity, students will consider the number of hours they will spend at work over a lifetime. They will
also research postsecondary education options that can prepare them for a career, considering average
costs and return on investment based on average wages earned. This activity will help prepare students for
9th-grade campus visits and encourage them to consider the value of postsecondary education as an
investment in themselves and their future.

Learning Goals

https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/educator-resource/4975?rev=43911
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Attachments

Activity Slides—Investing in You.pptx
College Scorecard—Investing in You - Spanish.docx
College Scorecard—Investing in You - Spanish.pdf

College Scorecard—Investing in You.docx
College Scorecard—Investing in You.pdf

On the Clock—Investing in You - Spanish.docx
On the Clock—Investing in You - Spanish.pdf
On the Clock—Investing in You.docx

On the Clock—Investing in You.pdf

Materials

Activity Slides (attached)

On the Clock handout (attached; one per pair; print one-sided)

College Scorecard handout (attached; one per student; print two-sided)
Student devices with internet access

https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/educator-resource/4975?rev=43911
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10 minutes

Introduction

Introduce the activity using the attached Activity Slides and share the essential question on slide 3.

Display slide 4 and ask students to share what kind of career or job they want for their future. Remind them
that they have already thought about their interests, dreams, and goals—and what kind of job or career
they want—during a previous campus visit.

Put students into pairs and transition to slide 5. Give each pair a copy of the attached On the Clock
handout. Here students are asked to perform simple calculations with large numbers, so this is an
appropriate time for them to use a calculator, like the one on their device.

As students work through the calculations, monitor progress and transition through slides 6-14 for
students to check their work. When everyone is finished, ask students what they think the final number
represents. Once students conclude that they just calculated the number of hours they will likely work in
their lifetime, rhetorically ask the class if they think it matters what they choose to do for a living.

Digital “On the Clock” Option

If you would prefer your students to complete a digital version of this activity, have students go to
k20.ou.edu/clock and follow the directions on the screen. Students can use the calculator on their
device to complete this activity.

Display slide 15 and discuss the substantial amount of time we spend at work in our lifetime. Readdress the
importance of choosing a job they can enjoy doing for that amount of time. Remind students that pursuing
further education or training after high school will increase their job opportunities, increasing their chances
of finding a job they will enjoy.

Then transition to slide 16 and share the learning objectives.

https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/educator-resource/4975?rev=43911
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15 minutes

Knowledge Building

Show slide 17 and introduce the activity. Tell students that they are to select three postsecondary
institutions to compare and that the schools they choose to compare should fit their interests, preferences,
and educational goals. Give each student a copy of the attached College Scorecard handout to record their

findings.

Display slide 18 and instruct students to use their devices to visit CollegeScoreCard.ed.gov and select the
“SEARCH" button.

Use slides 19-20 to direct students on how to navigate the website and find the information they need.

o Use the filters along the top or left side to narrow down the number of options. If students are unsure
of where to begin, have them use their zip code in the Location filter.

® Select the “Add college to compare” checkmark icon for each school of interest. Encourage students to
select at least one school from their state of residence.

e After selecting three schools, click the “Ready to Compare” button located at the bottom of the screen.

® Then select the “Compare 3 Colleges"” button.

Now students have three schools to compare. Move to slide 21 and direct students to find the average
annual cost, the median earnings, and two other interesting pieces of information, and then record their
findings on their handout.

When students finish their comparisons, display slide 22. Have students use the Point of Most Significance
strategy to identify the piece of information they found most important when comparing schools, and write
their response on their handout. Ask for volunteers to share their responses with the class.

https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/educator-resource/4975?rev=43911
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5 minutes
Wrap-Up

Show slide 23 and tell students to reflect on the three postsecondary institutions they compared. Ask them
to share which school they felt was their best fit and why.

https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/educator-resource/4975?rev=43911
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Research Rationale

Adults often spend a significant portion of their time at work, sometimes as much as a third of their lives, so
having meaningful work is crucial to their overall well-being, both at work and at home. Decent work means
not only making money but having good hours, job security, safety, a short commute, fair pay, and benefits
such as paid time off and healthcare. These things can add up to a sense of well-being about what you do
and who you are (Solberg et al, 2021). Research shows a critical connection between experiences in
education and the path to decent work (Duffy, R. D, et al 2022). In fact, “As the level of education increases,
the probability of attaining decent work also increases” (Masdonati et al, 2022).

Postsecondary education can be a life-altering experience for students. College graduates tend to have
more job satisfaction, jobs that offer a greater sense of accomplishment, more independence and
opportunities for creativity, and more social interactions in their jobs than non-college graduates (Wolniak
& Enberg, 2019). College graduation also increases the chances of employment. Over the last 20 years, the
unemployment rate for college graduates has been approximately half of that of high school graduates
(Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2022). College helps students develop skills that prepare them for careers in the
tech-driven economy, including nonroutine, abstract skills that aid in problem-solving, multitasking, and
creativity (Oreopoulos & Petronijevic, 2013).

https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/educator-resource/4975?rev=43911
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