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Essential Question(s)

How can Oklahoma’s Promise support my postsecondary goals?

Summary
In this activity, students explore the components of Oklahoma's Promise including the eligibility
requirements, what the scholarship will cover, and how to apply. Oklahoma students are encouraged to
begin thinking about the academic requirements—grade point averages and required courses—that they
must meet to maintain eligibility.

Learning Goals
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Standards
College and Career Preparation Standards 6–12 (6th -12th)

10.1.1: Students will examine and outline the key processes involved in multiple postsecondary pathways,
including applications, financial aid, interviews, standardized testing, essay writing, performance
requirements, and portfolio creation, summarizing the steps, deadlines, and resources needed for each.

Attachments

Activity Slides—Funding Your Future.pptx

Oklahoma's Promise Infographic—Funding Your Future - Spanish.pdf

Oklahoma's Promise Infographic—Funding Your Future.pdf

Materials

Activity Slides (attached)

Oklahoma’s Promise Infographic handout (attached; one per student)

Paper

Writing utensil

Page 2 of 8

https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/educator-resource/5509?rev=48083

https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/educator-resource/5509/Activity%20Slides%25E2%2580%2594Funding%20Your%20Future.pptx?rev=48083&language=English
https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/educator-resource/5509/Oklahoma%2527s%20Promise%20Infographic%25E2%2580%2594Funding%20Your%20Future%20-%20Spanish.pdf?rev=48083&language=Spanish
https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/educator-resource/5509/Oklahoma%2527s%20Promise%20Infographic%25E2%2580%2594Funding%20Your%20Future.pdf?rev=48083&language=English
https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/educator-resource/5509?rev=48083


10 minutes

Introduction
Introduce the activity using the attached Activity Slides. Share the essential question on slide 3 and the
learning objective on slide 4.

Give each student one piece of paper. Display slide 5 and introduce the Tell Me Everything strategy. Have
students recall what they know about ways to pay for postsecondary education. Have them write as much
as they can on their paper. Allow them a few minutes to work.

Transition through slides 6–11 to introduce financial aid terms and their definitions. Ask students to
volunteer any other information they know about each financial aid option that is not mentioned on the
slides. During this time, encourage students to add any information to their paper that they did not write
down initially. As students share, answer any questions and clear up any misconceptions.
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15 minutes

Knowledge Building

Teacher's Note: Guiding the Activity

As students learn more about Oklahoma’s Promise, they may have very specific questions. Encourage
students to visit OKPromise.org to find the most current information. This web address is shared on
the infographic for students to quickly reference.

Because Oklahoma’s Promise has specific academic requirements, students should start thinking about
these now to make sure they can meet them. According to Oklahoma’s Promise, “…[S]tudents are
encouraged to apply early during their high school career, so that they ensure all program
requirements are met before high school graduation.”

Show slide 12 and give each student one copy of the attached Oklahoma’s Promise Infographic handout.
Tell students that as they read, they should underline any information they think is important and put
question marks next to any information they do not understand. 

Give students 5–7 minutes to read and annotate the handout.

Optional Digital Infographic

If you would prefer to have students access the infographic digitally, share the link
k20.ou.edu/OKPromiseInfo with students.

To have students access the Spanish version, share the link k20.ou.edu/OKPromesaInfodfd with
students.

Display slide 13 and invite volunteers to share responses to the following questions on the slide:

What is Oklahoma’s Promise?

What can the scholarship money pay for?

Help students understand that Oklahoma’s Promise is a tuition scholarship program that helps Oklahoma
students pay for their education after high school.

Consider asking the class if they would or would not be required to pay back the money from Oklahoma’s
Promise, since it is a scholarship. Allow students time to respond, then share that if they receive an
Oklahoma’s Promise scholarship, they would not be required to pay back that money.

Show slide 14 and facilitate a class discussion about eligibility requirements for Oklahoma’s Promise. Help
students understand that to receive the scholarship, they must be an Oklahoma resident; they must keep
up their grades; they must take certain classes to meet academic requirements; and they must talk to their
parents or guardians to determine if they meet the financial requirements.

Display slide 15 and play the video Staying Eligible for Oklahoma’s Promise.

Embedded video

https://youtube.com/watch?v=NT52h5Ji--Y
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Similar to the process for slide 16, show slide 18 and have students silently think about whether the
following statements on the slide are true or false.

True or False: You must apply online.

True or False: You must start college the first August after graduation.

Invite volunteers to share their thoughts and reasoning for each statement. Ensure that students
understand that they can apply online but they could also mail in their form. Further, they are not required
to begin college immediately after graduation to receive Oklahoma’s Promise.
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10 minutes

Wrap-Up
Display slide 19 and introduce the Fiction in the Facts strategy. Explain to students that each of the following
slides includes three statements, two of which are true and one that is false. Share that it is their job to
determine which statement is false.

Show slide 20 and read the three statements aloud. Ask the class to quietly determine which statement they
believe is false, giving everyone enough time to formulate a response. Ask for a volunteer to share which
statement they think is fiction along with their reasoning. Then, transition to slide 21 to reveal the false
statement.

Repeat this for the next two sets of statements using slides 22–25. Use this time to clarify misconceptions
about Oklahoma’s Promise and emphasize the financial opportunity Oklahoma’s Promise affords.

Display slide 26 and remind students to go to OKPromise.org to start their application.
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Research Rationale
Adults typically spend a significant portion of their time, sometimes as much as a third of their lives, at work,
so having meaningful work is crucial to their overall well-being at work and at home. Decent work means not
only making money but having good hours, job security, safety, a short commute, fair pay, and benefits
such as paid time off and healthcare. These things can add up to a sense of well-being about what you do
and who you are (Solberg et al., 2021). Research shows a critical connection between experiences in
education and the path to decent work (Duffy et al., 2022). In fact, “as the level of education increases, the
probability of attaining decent work also increases” (Masdonati et al., 2022).

Postsecondary education can be a life-altering experience for students. College graduates tend to have
more job satisfaction, jobs that offer a greater sense of accomplishment, more independence and
opportunities for creativity, and more social interactions in their jobs than non-college graduates (Wolniak
& Enberg, 2019). College graduation also increases the chances of employment. Over the last 20 years, the
unemployment rate for college graduates has been approximately half of that of high school graduates
(Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2022). College helps students develop skills that prepare them for careers in the
tech-driven economy, including non-routine, abstract skills that aid in problem-solving, multitasking, and
creativity (Oreopoulos & Petronijevic, 2013).
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