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Essential Question
How did the Chinese Civil War create two societies?

Summary
In this lesson, students examine how the Chinese Civil War of the 20th century resulted in the creation of
communist China and democratic Taiwan. Students reflect on the relationship between China and Taiwan
by analyzing facts about both locations, reading about the conflict, and reflecting on a video. This
multimodal lesson includes face-to-face, online, and hybrid versions of the lesson. The attachments also
include a downloadable Common Cartridge file, which can be imported into a learning management system
(LMS) such as Canvas or eKadence. The cartridge includes interactive student activities and notes for the
teacher.

Snapshot
Engage

Students recall what they already know about China’s history and government. 

Explore

Students examine characteristics of China and Taiwan. 

Explain

Students read about the Chinese Civil War and explain how the war resulted in China and Taiwan.

Extend

Students evaluate the relationship between China and Taiwan. 

Evaluate

Students summarize the relationship between China and Taiwan. 
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Standards
ACT College and Career Readiness Standards - Reading (6-12)

CLR401: Locate important details in somewhat challenging passages
REL403: Identify clear cause-effect relationships in somewhat challenging passages

ACT College and Career Readiness Standards - Writing (6-12)

D&S 401: Building and strengthening the argument. A score in this range indicates that the writer is able
to: -Make use of clear reasoning and examples to arrive at an understanding of the issue and differing
perspectives on it -Adequately convey reasons why the argument is worth considering -Extend ideas and
analysis by considering factors that complicate the writer’s own perspective -Anticipate objections by
qualifying the argument

Oklahoma Academic Standards SOCIAL STUDIES (Modern World History)

MWH.C.7.4.B: Describe significant political and economic change in China, including the influence of Sun
Yat-Sen and the 1911 nationalist revolution, and examine the consequences of the Chinese Civil War,
which resulted in the establishment of a communist regime and the emergence of a free, prosperous,
and democratic Taiwan.

Attachments

China and Taiwan—When Conflict Creates Countries.docx

China and Taiwan—When Conflict Creates Countries.pdf

Common Cartridge—When Conflict Creates Countries.zip

Comparing China and Taiwan—When Conflict Creates Countries.docx

Comparing China and Taiwan—When Conflict Creates Countries.pdf

Lesson Slides—When Conflict Creates Countries.pptx

Materials

Common Cartridge (attached)

Lesson Slides (attached)

China and Taiwan handout (attached; one per student)

Comparing China and Taiwan handout (attached; one per student)
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10 minutes

Engage (Online)

Teacher's Note: Padlet Preparation

Create a Padlet board using the “Shelf” format with the following settings:

Title: Tell Me Everything

Description: China’s Government

Column 1: Write everything you already know about China’s history and government.

Embed the board into your Learning Management System (LMS) or share the link so students can
access the board.

Share the Tell Me Everything strategy with students. Have them access the Padlet you previously prepared
and respond to the prompt.

As students respond, monitor the Padlet to review responses and provide initial feedback.
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10 minutes

Explore (Online)
Digitally share the attached Comparing China and Taiwan handout. Introduce the I Notice, I Wonder
strategy to students. Have students read the handout then have them respond with something they notice
about the information and something they have a question about related to the information. Have them
submit their responses in the form of an assignment.
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20 minutes

Explain (Face-to-Face)
Display slide 7 of the attached Lesson Slides and pass out one copy of the attached China and Taiwan
handout to each student. Organize students into pairs. Tell students to read through the handout and
complete the guided Window Notes on the handout with their partners. Provide time for students to read
and take notes, then ask for several volunteers to share what they wrote.
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15 minutes

Extend (Face-to-Face)
Move to slide 8 and introduce the Surprising, Interesting, Troubling strategy to students. Tell students as
they watch a video about China and Taiwan, they should look for something surprising, something
interesting, and something troubling. Move to slide 9 and play the video Taiwan and China Explained.

Embedded video

https://youtube.com/watch?v=a2a4yR4P_Vk

Display slide 10 and provide time for students to discuss the video with a partner. Ask for several volunteers
to share their thoughts.
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10 minutes

Evaluate (Face-to-Face)
Display slide 11 and introduce the Six-Word Memoirs strategy. Have students digitally write a summary of
the relationship between China and Taiwan in only six words. Have students submit their summary as an
assignment in your LMS.

Review students’ responses to check for understanding of the lesson content. 
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