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Look at your equation.
Do you have a proportion

(fraction = fraction)?
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CROSS MULTIPLY

DISTRIBUTE

Look at your equation. Is there 
anything to distribute?

(Look for a number directly in front of 
parentheses or a negative/minus sign directly in 

front of parentheses.)

COMBINE LIKE TERMS on each side of the 
equation. Do the left side of the equation first, 
and then do the right side.

NOTE: There might not be any like terms to combine, 
and that's okay.

Look at your equation.
Are there any fractions where there is a variable and a 
constant in the numerator (top part of the fraction)?

Multiply each term in the equation by the denominator of 
the fraction. 

Look at the side of the equation with the x's.

If there is a constant (a number with no variable 
attached), UNDO THE CONSTANT BY ADDING OR 
SUBTRACTING THE OPPOSITE TO BOTH SIDES.

UNDO ANY MULTIPLICATION OR DIVISION done to x by 
doing the opposite operation to both sides.

NOTE: If x is being multiplied by a fraction, multiply both sides of 
the equation by the fraction's reciprocal (the flip) to get rid of it.

If there are x's on both sides of the equation, 
MOVE THE SMALLEST NUMBER of x's. 

CHECK ANSWER.
Plug solution back into original equation. 

(x - 5) Ex. + 4 = 106

(x - 5)
6

+ 4 = 10

(x - 5)
6

+ 6 · 4 = 6 · 106 ·

x - 5 + 24 = 60

Ex.
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