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Essential Question
What makes places unique and different? Why is having an understanding of maps, globes, resources, and geographic features important?

Summary
This is Part 3 of the Where In The World Map Study Unit. This final lesson complements Lesson 1: Where in the World? Map Study Lesson #1 and Lesson
2: Where in the World Do We Find the Things We Need? Map Study Lesson #2. In this lesson, students use Google Earth to locate and observe features
found at places around the world. A continued focus on natural and man-made resources is continued as they explore these different locations. Later
in the lesson, students explore and describe the characteristics of one geographic feature of their choosing.

Snapshot
Engage

Students “travel” to different places around the world (local and global) using Google Earth. While using the basic Google Earth tools, students
focus on the man-made and natural resources they notice while virtually visiting these different locations.

Explore

Students explore the virtual world by hunting for geographic features using Google Earth. Students record their findings at different locations to
refer to later in the lesson. 

Explain

Students share their findings from Google Earth during a whole-class discussion. Students record their discoveries on an Anchor Chart.

Extend

Students go on a scavenger hunt to find geographic features using fiction and nonfiction texts. Students use post-it notes to record the title of the
book, to identify both the geographic feature and its characteristics. They post their sticky notes on the Anchor Chart.

Evaluate

Students use the “Top Ten Things” strategy to create a list of the top ten (or five, if that works better) important things they learned about
geographical features. Students can also be evaluated on their sticky notes in a reader’s workshop or by asking individual students open-ended
questions.
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Standards
Hawaii Content and Performance Standards for Social Studies (Grade 2)

SS.2.7.3: Describe a variety of the earth's natural resources (e.g., water, forests, and oil) and ways in which people use them

Oklahoma Academic Standards (Grade 2)

2.2.4: Identify and locate basic landforms, bodies of water, continents, and oceans on a map.

Attachments

Finding-a-Geographical-Feature-Maps-3.docx

Finding-a-Geographical-Feature-Maps-3.pdf

Geographic-Features-Recording-Sheet.docx

Geographic-Features-Recording-Sheet.pdf

Lesson-Slides-Where-in-the-World-Map-Lesson-3.pptx

Photo-Slides-Geographic-Features.docx

Photo-Slides-Geographic-Features.pdf

Student-Responses-Geographic-Features-Recording-Sheet.docx

Student-Responses-Geographic-Features-Recording-Sheet.pdf

Top-Ten-Things-I-Learned-List.docx

Top-Ten-Things-I-Learned-List.pdf

Unusual-Google-Earth-Explorations.docx

Unusual-Google-Earth-Explorations.pdf

Materials

Geographic Features Recording Sheet ( attached)

Finding a Geographical Feature (attached)

Unusual Google Earth Explorations (attached; optional)

Slide deck of photo slides for location photos to print (or print from the PDF version, Photo Slides of Geographic Features (attached))

Computers for teacher

Digital devices for students

Access to Google Earth

Sticky Notes

Chart pages
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30 minutes

Engage

Teacher's Note

As students travel on Google Earth, have them explore the sites from all angles, including ground level and 3-D view. Instruct students to click on
photographs and see real photos of the site. They may also select the Google Earth icon used to turn the coordinates on and off.

Introduce students to the essential questions of the lesson:

1. What makes places unique and different?

2. Why is having an understanding of maps, globes, resources, and geographic features important:

After a brief discussion of the essential questions, introduce students to the lesson objectives:

1. Identify and locate basic landforms, bodies of water, continents, and oceans on a map;

2. Describe a variety of the earth’s natural resources and ways in which people use them;

3. Use Google Earth to locate landforms, bodies of water, continents and oceans, and specific geographic features.

Begin the lesson by using Google Earth to play an “I Spy” game. While showing students a few different locations on Google Earth, ask “I Spy” questions.
Possible statements might include:

I Spy a natural resource. What is it?

I Spy a blue natural resource. What is it?

I Spy a man-made resource.

I Spy something high, something brown, something with green lines, something jagged, etc.

After a few minutes of “I Spy,” ask students to suggest other locations of interest. For example, a student may be interested in Makaha Beach, the North
Pole, or their local school. Encourage them to travel virtually to those locations.

As they visit each location, guide students by first having them focus on the geographic features they see:

Mountains

Lakes

Valleys

Glaciers

Grasslands

Meadows

Alpine tundra

Plains

Rolling hills

Rivers

As students express what they see, informally repeat the correct term for that feature. Have students point out natural and man-made resources at
each of the locations.

Ask students to think critically about aspects of natural and man-made resources. Ask them to explore some of the other features that Google Earth
can show such as latitude and longitude coordinates. Ask students to demonstrate their familiarity with the vocabulary words they were introduced to
in Lesson Parts 1 and 2:

Where in the World? Map Study Lesson #1

Where in the World Do We Find the Things We Need? Map Study Lesson #2

Refer to these phenomena as geographic features. Add the title Geographic Features to the Anchor Chart. Inform students that landforms like
mountains, oceans, and volcanoes are geographic features. Ask students to name other geographic features they are familiar with and add these to
the Chart.
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40 minutes

Explore

Teacher's Note

If students have access to computers or tablets, it may be possible to have students work individually or in pairs. If this doesn’t work for the class,
this activity can be done as a whole class using one computer and a big screen.

Have students explore more locations using Google Earth. Each student needs a copy of the Geographic Features Recording Sheet.

If students use individual devices, provide students a paper copy for writing and a digital copy with hyperlinked locations. See the Student
Responses-Geographic Features Recording Sheet for examples.

Introduce the concept of Google Earth search to the students: “Now that we know about some landforms and geographic features, we are going to
use Google Earth to hunt for them around the world!”

Ask students to complete the Geographic Features Recording Sheet, which guides the students to search specific land features throughout the world.

Teacher's Note

Review the list of basic geographic features that you introduced to the students in the Engage part of the activity. If specific features have not been
mentioned yet, that is okay. Students will explore these new areas and may relate them to something they have seen before. For example,
students may not have mentioned a valley during the Engage activity, but while exploring a valley on Google Earth, they may remember seeing
valleys on vacations (Waimea Valley, Makaha Valley, etc.) or in movies (Lion King).  Be sure to emphasize that students will record what they notice
at the locations on their recording sheet. They will be using these findings later in the lesson. 
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45 minutes

Explain

Teacher's Note

Prepare a class Anchor Chart by printing the slides that are included in the Lesson Slides or from the PDF version Photo Slides of Geographic
Features handout, found in the attachments. Glue or tape each image to the chart paper.

Show the class a chart that has pictures of the features they visited while exploring using Google Earth. Students will need to have their Geographic
Features Recording Sheet available to refer to. Go through each location, asking students to explain what they saw at each location.

As students share out, record features and characteristics next to its picture. Ask the class what name is given to each feature. For example, after
showing a picture of Sakurajima in Japan, students may point out there are high and low areas. Tell students the high area in this location is a volcano
and the low area is a canyon. Other students may make personal connections by recognizing that they have seen canyons and volcanoes on trips or in
books. Together the class will determine that volcanoes and canyons are geographic features.
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45 minutes

Extend
Students will extend their learning of geographic features by going on a scavenger hunt to find geographic features in fiction and nonfiction texts. Then
have students choose one geographic feature to focus on. Using the Finding A Geographical Feature handout, have students record the title of the
book they found the feature in, the name of the geographic feature, where it is located, its characteristics, and finally a drawing of the feature. Students
can refer to the Anchor Chart for reminders and ideas.

Students can tape their recording sheets to the Anchor Chart next to the picture that best matches their description.
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Additional Options for Extended Learning
To strengthen understanding of geographical features, have students continue to point out geographical features in stories they read throughout
the year.

Ask students to explain how they know a feature is a mountain, canyon, valley, and so on as they come across these features in other content
areas.

Have students make connections between their lives and the new content. For example, while examining Google Earth, students may ask if they
can look up home addresses. They can then be encouraged to examine the geographic features surrounding their homes. Conversations about
their street names such as “Makaha Valley Road” and the surrounding areas (valleys, mountains, oceans) can become a key conversation in the
classroom.

Have students use the Unusual Places on Earth handout to explore exotic locations by doing unique scavenger hunt.
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30 minutes

Evaluate

Teacher's Note

Depending on your focus during the lesson here are a few suggested Top Tens:

Top Ten Things That Make Places Unique and Different

Top Ten Things I Know about Geographic Features

Top Ten Things I Know about Why Maps and Globes are Important

Have students revisit the essential questions:

What makes places unique and different?

Why is having an understanding of maps, globes, resources, and geographic features important?

Use the Top Ten Things I Learned handout. Have each student create a list of the top ten (or five, if that works better) important things they have
learned about the topic. Ask students to share their lists with a partner and add or revise their lists before turning in their work. Let students know that
they will be asked to verbally explain one or two of the items in more depth during small group time.
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