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Essential Question
How do characters' states of mind affect their development and the development of the theme in a text?

Summary
This lesson has students connect the theme of regret across poems, songs, nonfiction, and short stories to
explore how social-emotional factors can affect character development and theme. Students work
independently to write their own apology note as well as write an apology from the perspective of a
character from “The Scarlet Ibis.” This lesson includes optional modifications for distance learning.

Snapshot
Engage

Students analyze a poem to determine the author’s purpose in apologizing and discuss this topic with an
Elbow Partner.

Explore

Students examine poems in rotating groups to determine what the speaker regrets in each text.

Explain

Students interpret key scenes in a short story to determine how the character’s development affects the
theme of regret.

Extend

Students adapt their own version of the poem from the beginning of the lesson, creating a poem that is
also an apology.

Evaluate

Students imagine themselves as the main character in the short story "The Scarlet Ibis" and create an
apology note, supporting their writing with textual evidence.
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Standards
Oklahoma Academic Standards: English Language Arts (Grade 9)

9.3.R.3: Evaluate how literary elements impact theme, mood, and/or tone, using textual evidence:
setting
plot structure (e.g., foreshadowing, flashback, in media res)
conflict (i.e., internal, external)
characters (e.g., protagonist, antagonist)
characterization (i.e., direct, indirect)
point of view (e.g., narrator reliability)
archetypes

9.3.R.7: Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics, using textual evidence to
support their claims and inferences.

Attachments

Apology Note Rubric—It's Never Too Late To Apologize - Spanish.docx

Apology Note Rubric—It's Never Too Late To Apologize - Spanish.pdf

Apology Note Rubric—It's Never Too Late To Apologize.docx

Apology Note Rubric—It's Never Too Late To Apologize.pdf

Lesson Slides—It's Never Too Late To Apologize.pptx

SOAPSTone Graphic Organizer—It's Never Too Late To Apologize - Spanish.docx

SOAPSTone Graphic Organizer—It's Never Too Late To Apologize - Spanish.pdf

SOAPSTone Graphic Organizer—It's Never Too Late To Apologize.docx

SOAPSTone Graphic Organizer—It's Never Too Late To Apologize.pdf

Text Analysis Chart—It's Never Too Late to Apologize - Spanish.docx

Text Analysis Chart—It's Never Too Late to Apologize - Spanish.pdf

Text Analysis Chart—It's Never Too Late to Apologize.docx

Text Analysis Chart—It's Never Too Late to Apologize.pdf

Materials

Lesson Slides (attached)

Student devices or writing paper

"This Is Just to Say" poem (one per student)

"The Scarlet Ibis" (one per student)

SOAPSTone Graphic Organizer (attached, one per student)

Songs/poems for analysis (one per student/group)

Text Analysis Chart (attached, one per student)

Apology Note Rubric (attached, one per student)
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30 minutes

Engage
Open the Lesson Slides and introduce students to the essential question on slide 3 and the lesson
objective on slide 4.

Give students a few minutes to read the poem "This Is Just To Say" by William Carlos Williams. Display the
poem from the poets.org website or provide students with the link or a printed copy.

Display slide 5. Have students discuss the questions with an Elbow Partner:

What is the speaker apologizing for?

What is his tone?

Does he mean it?

Ask for volunteers to share out their thoughts with the whole class.

Additional Questions

Other questions you might ask to engage students include: Who is an apology intended for: the person
giving the apology or the person receiving it? Why is this important?
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30 minutes

Explore
Tell students that sometimes our regrets can be a little more serious than eating someone else’s plums. The
poems and songs they are going to analyze deal with deeper regrets. They will look at the figurative
language in the text to figure out what regret the speaker discusses in each.

Organize students into groups of four. Display slide 6 and pass out copies of the SOAPSTone Graphic
Organizer. Briefly preview the SOAPSTone acronym with students.

Assign each group a poem or song. Ask students to use the SOAPSTone prompts to analyze the lyrics in
order to figure out what the speaker regrets.

Teacher's Note: Choosing Poems and Songs

Preview and choose which poems and songs you will use with your student groups. We recommend
that you provide each group with a different poem/song. Options include: "Regret," by Olivia Ward
Bush-Banks; "Dear Past Self," by Isabella Fillspipe; "Hurt," by Johnny Cash; "Fire and Rain," by James
Taylor; “Begin Again,” by Rachel Platten;

“Begin Again,” by Rachel Platten; and "Blank Page," by Christina Aguilera.

Depending on the size of your class and the number of groups you will create, you might not need all of
the suggested options. Provide printed copies of the lyrics or share the link so students can view the
lyrics online.

Optional: Class Song Analysis

As an alternative, consider choosing one of the songs to play in class and have the class analyze the lyrics.

Use the Three Stray, One Stays strategy to rotate groups so that one group member stays behind to share
what was discussed as different people rotate through the group.

Optional: Distance Learning Modification

To make use of this strategy in a synchronous digital session, consider using digital breakout rooms to
place students in groups. For an asynchronous digital lesson, consider having students complete the
SOAPSTone Graphic Organizer independently and discuss what they have learned through a Padlet
discussion or discussion board in the LMS. Download all attachments to use this lesson in your LMS.
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30 minutes

Explain
Display slide 7. Distribute copies of "The Scarlet Ibis" by James Hurst to students, or provide access to the
story online, such as via Actively Learn. Distribute copies of the Text Analysis Chart. Tell students that as
they read the story, they will be analyzing key scenes to draw inferences about when the character feels
regret and making notes in their charts. Consider pairing students with their Elbow Partner from earlier in
the lesson to read the story and complete the chart.

Teacher's Note: Scenes to Analyze

Possible key scenes to analyze occur in the following paragraphs: paragraphs 1-2; paragraph 5;
paragraphs 14-19; paragraph 38; and paragraph 87-end.

After students have read the text, review students' Text Analysis Chart responses as a whole class. During
the discussion, pose the following question: What does the author say about regret in the text?

Optional: Distance Learning Modification

To make use of this activity in an online or distance learning environment, have students complete their Text
Analysis Charts in an application such as Google Docs. You may also consider making this activity a discussion
board post to which students can respond directly. Download all attachments to use this lesson in your LMS.
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30 minutes

Extend
Display slide 8. Come back to the poem "This Is Just to Say." Ask students to write an apology from their own
perspective or based on their own life experiences using the poem as a model.

Teacher's Note: Apology Tone

Point out to students the tone of the apology here, noting the speaker’s ending of the apology note
("they were so delicious/so sweet/and so cold"), as if to imply that the speaker isn't truly sorry. It seems
like the speaker might be rubbing it in the reader’s face, making this an ineffective apology. Students
might choose to rewrite this apology note to make it more sincere, to write an apology note in the
same style as the original about something from their own lives or experiences, or to write a similar
apology note, but one that is more sincere, based on something from their own lives or experiences.

If there is time, ask for volunteers to share their apology poems with the class.

Optional: Distance Learning Modification

This assignment could be completed using Google Docs and included in Google Classroom or another
LMS.
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30 minutes

Evaluate
Display slide 9. Ask students to write another apology. This one will pertain to the characters in "The Scarlet
Ibis." The apology should be written to Doodle from the perspective of Brother, using the evidence from the
text to support what Brother might say to Doodle, if he could.

Pass out copies of the Apology Note Rubric so that students can review the guidelines used to evaluate
their work.

When students have finished writing, ask for volunteers to share their apologies with the class.

Optional: Distance Learning Modification

This assignment could be completed using Google Docs and included in Google Classroom or another LMS.
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