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T.A.C.O.S. 

Use the acronym T.A.C.O.S. to analyze each cartoon. Follow the instructions in the table below.  

T.A.C.O.S. Image/Illustration Details 

T: Time and Place Estimate the time period and region where the cartoon takes place.  

A: Action Describe what is happening in the cartoon.  

C: Caption If there is a caption, write it down.  

O: Objects/People List any people or objects shown, including symbols and use of color.  

S: Summary Explain the meaning of the cartoon in one sentence.  

 

Cartoon 1: The Mad Scramble for Africa 

T.A.C.O.S. Image/Illustration Details 

T: Time and Place  

A: Action  

C: Caption  

O: Objects/People  

S: Summary  



 
YOU TAKE AND YOU TAKE 

Cartoon 2: Africa, Unfair Trade, Mining Minerals, Gold 

T.A.C.O.S. Image/Illustration Details 

T: Time and Place  

A: Action  

C: Caption  

O: Objects/People  

S: Summary  

 

Cartoon 3: In the Rubber Coils—The Congo “Free” State 

T.A.C.O.S. Image/Illustration Details 

T: Time and Place  

A: Action  

C: Caption  

O: Objects/People  

S: Summary  
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