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425 LEXINGTON AVENUE
New York 17, N. Y.

May 13, 1958

The Prosident
The White House
Washington, D, C.

My dear Mr. President:

THEWHITE House
Har 1411 36 gy 5

RECEIVED

T was sitting in the audience at the Summit Meeting of Negro

Leaders yestorday when you said we must have patience.

on

bearing you say this, I felt like standing up and saying, "Oh

nol Not again. "

Izespectfully remind yu six, that we have been the most

patient of all people. When you said we must have self-

Tospect, I wondered how we could have self-respect and re-
‘main patient considering the treatment accorded us through

the years,

17 million Negroes cannot do a¢ you suggest and wait for the
hearts of men to change. We want to enjoy now the rights

that we feel wo are ontitled to as Americans,

This we can-

not do unless we pursue aggressively goals which all other

Americans achieved over 150 years ago.

As the chief executive of our nation, I respectfully suggest
that you unwittingly crush the spirit of freedom in Negroes
by constantly urging forbearance and give hope to those pro-
segregation leaders like Governor Faubus who would take
£rom us even those freedoms we now enjoy. Your own ex-

perience with Governor Faubus is proof enough that for-

bearance and not eventual integration is the goal the pro-

segregation leaders seel

In my view, an unequivocal statement backed up by action
such as you demonstrated you could take last fall in deal-
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ing with Governor Faubus if it became necessary, would let
it be known that America is detormined to provide -~ in the
near future -- for Negzoes -- the freedoms we are en-
titled to under the constitution.

Respectfully yours,

Febenonm.

JRice
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Attention: OFFIGE OF THE PRESTDENY
ttr, Prostdents

Ay name is Charles Alexandor. I em a mesber of tho United States
Arued Foroes. Iy race is Negro, and I an eighteen yoars of age.

The purpose of 4ils letter fa to find out, firat hand, whst is
being done about the situation nov et hand, fn the south conoerning the
Antregration probles. This is very inportent to me bacause 1t congerns
tho welfaro of ay people, and of the United Stetes. I am but eightoen
years of age, and yet T an willing to lay domn my 1ife in tho defense of
a county where my people ave not even wanted; I feel very self-consoious
about this,

Here in tha nevy, vhere both white and others are living together, the
problen ia still the sasg, with inalte coming from right and left.

Wion T cens into the navy I was esger to do uy best and got ahesd.

I have lived in Galifornia all my 1ife and have never beon confronted
with anything like this before, It is not beosuse I am a Negro that I
Zocl this way, Tt ia beoause I have a sense of decency and fesl it T
showld do a1l that 1o in my pover to correct the xful mistakes So Pany
poople ere naking on both sides

Whon two people of different races oan't live togother something
s to be done or désaster folloejand I feel that 1t is resching tho
atsastor point now.

The Declaration Of Independence states that overy man has rights,

it doesn't include that his skin mist be white to Teceive them.
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i et s Oifice

e, Prosident T can't express clearly enough how I feel about this.
Poople being abused beosuse of the color of their skin 1s not oxly
unconstitutionsl sud indsosrt, but fs o threst to a1l humsatty and an
epen tny tabion for commnists und faselsts o mevo in, If & growp of
poople cast £ind protection and leadership in tholr o governaent they
Look slsesheze for it.

Sonething 1ike th!

could very sasily lead to another eivil wer,
Whih the poople of tho Untted States Tighting anong thomselves; other
countrios mould lose confidence dn the leaderanip of this country and
tihings oould,very casily end vp in chaos, I inow that tals s probably

not the only letter you've received pertaining to this problem, but as

I should do all in

Iive stated above, I foel the =y pover o correct
before there is any more blaodshed. I sincercly hope that this letter
Will have some sffect upon the actions teken by the governuent.

Stnsorely,

Crarles Alexander
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