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MUrray Hill 2-0500

THE WHITE House

New York 17, N. Y. Hay 14 Il 36 B *5g
RECEIVED

May 13, 1958

The President
The White House
Washington, D, C,

|
My dear Mr. President: |
\
|

I was sitting in the audience at the Summit Meeting of Negro
Leaders yesterday when you said we must have patience. On
bearing you say this, I felt like standing up and saying, "Oh
no! Not again,'"

|
]
I respectfully remind you sir, that we have been the most '

patient of all people. When you said we must have self-

respect, I wondered how we could have self-respect and re-

main patient considering the treatment accorded us through

the years,

17 million Negroes cannot do as you suggest and wait for the

hearts of men to change. We want to enjoy now the rights

that we feel we are entitled to as Americans, This we can-

not do unless we pursue aggressively goals which all other

Americans achieved over 150 years ago. l

As the chief executive of cur nation, I respectfully suggest \
that you unwittingly crush the spirit of freedom in Negroes ‘
by constantly urging forbearance and give hope to those pro-
segregation leadexs like Governor Faubus who would take
from us even those freedoms we now enjoy. Your own ex-
perience with Governor Faubus is proof enough that for- |
bearance and not eventual integration is the goal the pro-
segregation leaders seek.

In my view, an unequivocal statement backed up by action
such as you demonstrated you could take last fall in deal-
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ing with Governor Faubus if it became necessary, would let
it be known that America is determined to provide -- in the
near future -- for Negroes -- the freedoms we are en-
titled to under the constitution, '

Respectfully yours,
ackie Robinson

JR:cc
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U. 5. NAVAL COMMUNICATION STATION
Navy Numzer 128 lone two eight}
Fleet Post Office
San Francisca, Cotifomia

[0~ I

Attention: OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
Mr, President:

My name is Charles Alexander. I am a member of the United States
Armed Forcee. My race is Negro, end I am eighteen years of age.

The purpose of thiahlotter is to find out, first hand, what is
being done about the situation now at band, in the south concerming the
intregration problem. This is very importent to me because it concerns
the welfare of my people, and of the United States. I am but eighteen
years of age, and yet I am willing to lay down my life in the defense of

a country where my people ere not even wanted; I feel very self-conscious

about this,

Here in the navy,vhere toth white and others are living together, the
problem iz still the samg, with insults comming from right =nd lef't.

When I came into the navy I was eager to do my best and get shead.
1 have lived in Californis all my life and have never been confronted
with anything like this before., It is not because I am a Negrc that I
feel this way, It is because I have a sense of decency and fesl that I
ghould do &ll that is in my power to correct the mwful mistakes so many
pecple &re making on both sides.

When two people of different races oan't live together something
nhas to be done or déaaster followsjand I feel that it is reaching the
disaster polnt now.

The Declaration Of Independence states that every man has rights,
it doesn't include that hia skin must be white to receive them,

.
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Adrirmsy raply to United States Navy

Sostal Otticer, NAVY POST OFFICE ’
Newy Pt Office Navy Na, 128 fane two eight)
Newy No. 125, Fleat Post Office

San Francisco, Celifornia

Mr, President I can't express clearly enough how I feel about this.
k People being sbused because of the color of their skin is not only
' unconstitutional and indecert, tut is a threat to all humsnity snd &n
open iny’ tation for commnists and fasclsts to move in, If = group of
pecple can't find protection and leadership in thelr own government they
loox elsewhere for it.
gomething like this could very sasily lead to another civil wsr,
’ whth the people of the United States fighting amang themselves; other
‘ countries would lose confidence in the leadersnip of this country and
’ things could very casily end up in chaos, I know that tais is probably
not the only letter you've received pertaining to this problem, but as
I've steted above, I feel that I should do wll in my sower to correct
before there is sny more bloodshed. I sincerely hope that this letter
will have gome effect upon the actions taken by the government,

Bincerely,

Chipeteen Lotn oy

Clharled Alexander
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