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GRADE LEVEL ADAPTATIONS AND CROSS-CURRICULAR NOTES 

At its heart, this lesson is a book study that fits very firmly within the ELA standards for fifth 
grade. However, Tulsa Burning is written to 4th-6th grade reading level. To help this lesson fit 
your unique classroom needs, its activities and materials can be adapted to a range of grade 
levels.  

See the full list below of the Oklahoma Academic Standards that this lesson can encompass. 

Oklahoma Academic Standards for English Language Arts (Grade 4) 
● 1.R: Reading: Students will develop and apply effective communication skills through speaking 

and active listening. 
● 4.1.R.1: Students will actively listen and speak clearly using appropriate discussion rules. 
● 4.1.R.2: Students will ask and answer questions to seek help, get information, or clarify 

information presented orally through text or other media to confirm understanding. 
● 4.1.R.3: Students will engage in collaborative discussions about appropriate topics and texts, 

expressing their own ideas clearly while building on the ideas of others in pairs, diverse groups, 
and whole class settings. 

● 1.W: Writing: Students will develop and apply effective communication skills through speaking 
and active listening to create individual and group projects and presentations. 

● 4.1.W.1: Students will report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience with 
appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details, speaking audibly in coherent sentences at an 
appropriate pace. 

● 4.1.W.2: Students will work effectively and respectfully within diverse groups, share 
responsibility for collaborative work, and value individual contributions made by each group 
member. 

● 4.6.R.1: Students will use their own viable research questions to find information about a 
specific topic. 

● 4.6.R.2: Students will use graphic features including photos, illustrations, captions, titles, labels, 
headings, subheadings, italics, sidebars, charts, graphs, and legends to interpret a text. 

● 8.R: Reading: Students will read independently for a variety of purposes and for extended 
periods of time. Students will select appropriate texts for specific purposes. 

● 4.8.R: Students will select appropriate texts for specific purposes and read independently for 
extended periods of time. 

● 1.R: Reading: Students will develop and apply effective communication skills through speaking 
and active listening. 

Oklahoma Academic Standards for English Language Arts (Grade 5) 
● 5.1.R.1: Students will actively listen and speak clearly using appropriate discussion rules with 

awareness of verbal and nonverbal cues. 
● 5.1.R.2: Students will ask and answer questions to seek help, get information, or clarify about 

information presented orally through text or other media to confirm understanding. 
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● 5.1.R.3: Students will engage in collaborative discussions about appropriate topics and texts, 
expressing their own ideas clearly while building on the ideas of others in pairs, diverse groups, 
and whole class settings. 

● 5.1.W.1: Students will give formal and informal presentations in a group or individually, 
organizing information and determining appropriate content for audience. 

● 5.1.W.2: Students will work effectively and respectfully within diverse groups, share 
responsibility for collaborative work, and value individual contributions made by each group 
member. 

● 5.3.R.2: Students will determine the point of view and describe how it affects grade-level 
literary and/or informational text. 

● 5.6.R.1: Students will use their own viable research questions to find information about a 
specific topic. 

● 5.6.R.2: Students will record and organize information from various print and/or digital sources. 
● 8.R: Reading: Students will read independently for a variety of purposes and for extended 

periods of time. Students will select appropriate texts for specific purposes. 
● 5.8.R: Students will select appropriate texts for specific purposes and read independently for 

extended periods of time. 
● 1: Speaking and Listening - Students will speak and listen effectively in a variety of situations 

including, but not limited to, responses to reading and writing. 
● 1.R: Reading: Students will develop and apply effective communication skills through speaking 

and active listening. 

Oklahoma Academic Standards for English Language Arts (Grade 6) 
● 6.1.R.1: Students will actively listen and speak clearly using appropriate discussion rules with 

awareness of verbal and nonverbal cues. 
● 6.1.R.2: Students will actively listen and interpret a speaker's messages (both verbal and 

nonverbal) and ask questions to clarify the speaker's purpose and perspective. 
● 6.1.R.3: Students will engage in collaborative discussions about appropriate topics and texts, 

expressing their own ideas clearly while building on the ideas of others in pairs, diverse groups, 
and whole class settings. 

● 1.W: Writing: Students will develop and apply effective communication skills through speaking 
and active listening to create individual and group projects and presentations. 

● 6.1.W.1: Students will give formal and informal presentations in a group or individually, 
organizing information and determining appropriate content and purpose for audience. 

● 6.1.W.2: Students will work effectively and respectfully within diverse groups, share 
responsibility for collaborative work, and value individual contributions made by each group 
member. 

● 6.2.R.2: Students will analyze details in literary and nonfiction/informational texts to distinguish 
genres. 

● 6.3.R.2: Students will evaluate how the point of view and perspective affect grade-level literary 
and/or informational text. 



 
TULSA BURNING: FLASH POINTS OF CHANGE 

● 6.6.R.1: Students will use their own viable research questions to find information about a 
specific topic. 

● 6.6.R.2: Students will record and organize information from various primary and secondary 
sources (e.g., print and digital). 
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