
 

 
MAKING SENSE OF MLA 

RAINBOW WRITE 

The following rules and examples can be used to help you create MLA citations for books, journal articles, and websites. 
 
Book - Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. City of Publication, Publisher, Publication Date. 
 

Black, Holly. The Cruel Prince. 
New York, Little Brown 
Books for Young Readers, 2 
January 2018. 

Dashner, James.   The Maze Runner. 
New York City, Delacorte 
Press, 6 October 2009. 
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Frank, Anne. The Diary of a Young Girl.  
New York, Bantam Books, 
July 1993. 

Golding, William.  Lord of the Flies. 
London, Faber and Faber, 17 
September 1954. 

Riordan, Rick.  The Lightning Thief.  
United Kingdom, Puffin 
Books, 1 July 2005. 
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Rowling, J.K. 
Harry Potter and the 

Sorcerer’s Stone. 
London, Bloomsbury (UK), 
26 June 1997. 

Shetterly, Margot Lee.  Hidden Figures. 
New York City, William 
Morrow and Company, 6 
September 2016 
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Journal - Author(s). "Title of Article." Title of Periodical, Day Month Year, pages. 
 

Cochran, David.  

"'I'm Being Ironic': 
Imperialism, Mass 
Culture, and the 

Fantastic World of 
Ray Bradbury." 

 American Noir: 
Underground Writers 

and Filmmakers of 
the Postwar Era, 

Washington: 
Smithsonian 

Institution Press, 
2000, pp. 55-72.  

 

Hesman Saey, Tina.  

“Will We Know Alien 
Life When We See 

It?: Recognizing Life 
on Other Worlds 
Requires Wiggle 

Room in the 
Definition of ‘Life.’” 

 CommonLIT, 2017.  
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O’Reilly, Michelle.  

“Social Media and 
Adolescent Mental 
Health: The Good, 

the Bad and the 
Ugly.”  

Journal of Mental 
Health, vol. 29, no. 2, 
Apr. 2020, pp. 200–

206. 

EBSCOhost, 
doi:10.1080/0963823

7.2020.1714007. 

Poniewozik, James. 
"TV Makes a Too-

Close Call."  
Time, 20 Nov. 2000, 

pp. 70-71. 
 

Robinson, Patrick, et 
al.  

“Measuring 
Attitudes towards 

Mental Health Using 
Social Media: 

Investigating Stigma 
and Trivialisation.” 

Social Psychiatry & 
Psychiatric 

Epidemiology, vol. 
54, no. 1, Jan. 2019, 

pp. 51–58.  

EBSCOhost, 

doi:10.1007/s00127-

018-1571-5. 
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Shaw, Ryan D., and 
Amy Auletto. 

“Is Music Education 
in Tune With the 

Pursuit of Equity? An 
Examination of 
Access to Music 

Education in 
Michigan’s Schools.” 

 Journal of Research 
in Music Education, 
vol. 69, no. 4, Jan. 
2022, pp. 364–381.  

EBSCOhost, 
doi:10.1177/0022429

421989961. 

Washington Post, 
adapted by Newsela 
Staff.  

 

“UFO Fans Will 
Descend on Tiny 

Town Near Area 51 
for Alien Stock 

Festival.” 

Newsela: War and 
Peace, 19 August 

2019. 
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Website - Author. "Title." Title of container (self contained if book), Other contributors (translators or editors), Version (edition), 
Number (vol. and/or no.), Publisher, Publication Date, Location (pages, paragraphs and/or URL, DOI or permalink). 2nd container’s 
title, Other contributors, Version, Number, Publisher, Publication date, Location, Date of Access (if applicable). 
 

Blake Douglas, 
editor-in-chief.  

 

“Pride of Oklahoma 
Members 'Implore' 
Peers to 
Communicate 
Concerns with 
Leadership, Band 
Reaches 40 Covid-19 
Cases.”  

OU Daily, 5 Jan. 2022, 
https://www.oudaily.c
om/news/pride-of-
oklahoma-members-
implore-peers-to-
communicate-
concerns-with-
leadership-band-
reaches-40-
covid/article_97bff36a
-6e7f-11ec-8af1-
3f8cf4c418b1.html. 
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Fearon, Robin.  

“Sustainable 
Aviation Will Reduce 
Jet Fuel Emissions to 
Zero.” 

Discovery Channel 
Science, 4 January 
2022, 
https://www.discover
y.com/science/sustain
able-aviation-will-
reduce-jet-fuel-
emissions-to-zero.  

Accessed 14 
January 2022. 

History.com 
editors.  

“Joseph McCarthy.” 

History.com. 29 
October 2009.  
https://www.history.c
om/topics/cold-
war/joseph-mccarthy. 
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Kolirin, Lianne.  

“Elvis Costello 
Dismisses Claims 
Olivia Rodrigo 
Plagiarized His 
Music, Saying That's 
Rock and Roll.” 

CNN, Cable News 
Network, 30 June 
2021, 
https://www.cnn.com
/2021/06/30/entertai
nment/olivia-rodrigo-
plagiarism-scli-
intl/index.html.  

 

Lenberg, Tatum. 

“Dinosaur Footprints 
from 200 Million 
Years Ago 
Discovered in 
Wales.” 

 Discovery Channel 
Exploration, 4 January 
2022, 
https://www.discover
y.com/exploration/din
osaur-footprints-from-
200-million-years-ago-
discovered-in-wal. 

Accessed 14 
January 2022. 
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Lynch, La Risa R. 

“Here's Where You 
Can Learn More 
about Martin Luther 
King Jr.'s Legacy on 
MLK Day.” 

Milwaukee Journal 
Sentinel, Milwaukee 
Journal Sentinel, 14 
Jan. 2022, 
https://www.jsonline.
com/story/news/2022
/01/14/learn-martin-
luther-king-jr-s-legacy-
mlk-day-
milwaukee/919714800
2/.  

 

The Purdue 
OWL Family of 
Sites.  

 

The Writing Lab and 
OWL at Purdue and 
Purdue U, 2008, 
owl.english.purdue.ed
u/owl. 

Accessed 23 Apr. 
2008. 
 

 

 


