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Essential Question
What are the components of a journalistic article? What makes a good article? How do you create an
engaging story?

Summary
In this introductory lesson, students will explore the different parts of a journalistic article to determine
what makes a good newspaper or magazine story. Students will begin by brainstorming a list of elements
that make an article visually, textually, and emotionally engaging. Students then will use that list to examine
multiple articles about the activism of NBA player Enes Kanter Freedom. After analyzing statements about
journalistic writing, students will create a headline mock-up about Enes Kanter Freedom's activism to
demonstrate how an author uses informational text structures to support their purpose. Finally, students
will evaluate an article to determine whether it has all the elements covered in the lesson. This is the first of
four lessons in "The K20 Chronicle" journalism unit.

Snapshot
Engage

Students brainstorm a list of elements that make an article visually, textually, and emotionally engaging.

Explore

Students examine multiple articles about the activism of NBA player Enes Kanter Freedom. Students
determine if the articles have any of the qualities they listed at the start of the lesson.

Explain

Students use the Always, Sometimes, or Never True strategy to analyze statements about journalistic
writing.

Extend

Students create a mock-up, top-of-the-fold headline about Enes Kanter Freedom's activism to
demonstrate how an author uses informational text structures to support their purpose.

Evaluate

Students evaluate an article about the 2022 Winter Olympics boycott. Students use a rubric to determine
whether the article has all the elements covered in the lesson.
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Standards
Oklahoma Academic Standards: English Language Arts (Grade 9)

9.3.R.5: Evaluate the validity of a speaker's argument:
distinguish the kinds of evidence (e.g., logical, empirical, anecdotal)
distinguish substantiated from unsubstantiated claims
analyze rhetorical appeals (i.e., ethos, logos, pathos)
identify bias
identify logical fallacies

9.3.R.6: Analyze how informational text structures support the author's purpose.
9.3.R.7: Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics, using textual evidence to
support their claims and inferences.

Attachments

Always, Sometimes, or Never True—What Makes a Good Article - Spanish.docx

Always, Sometimes, or Never True—What Makes a Good Article - Spanish.pdf

Always, Sometimes, or Never True—What Makes a Good Article.docx

Always, Sometimes, or Never True—What Makes a Good Article.pdf

Article Rubric—What Makes a Good Article - Spanish.docx

Article Rubric—What Makes a Good Article - Spanish.pdf

Article Rubric—What Makes a Good Article.docx

Article Rubric—What Makes a Good Article.pdf

Example of Front Page—What Makes a Good Article.pdf

Front Page—What Makes a Good Article - Spanish.docx

Front Page—What Makes a Good Article - Spanish.pdf

Front Page—What Makes a Good Article.docx

Front Page—What Makes a Good Article.pdf

Lesson Slides—What Makes a Good Article.pptx

Materials

Lesson Slides (attached)

Always, Sometimes, or Never True (attached; one per student)

Front Page (attached; one per student)

Example of Front Page (attached; optional)

Article Rubric (attached; one per student)

Chart paper

Markers

Highlighters (three different colors for each student)

Computers (iMacs are preferred)

Internet access

Articles about Enes Kanter Freedom (linked; at least one article per student)

"Photo of the Day: NBA star sports 'Free China' shoes"

"Enes Kanter Freedom: NBA star changes name to celebrate US citizenship"

"Enes Kanter Freedom Is Letting Himself Be Used"

"NBA 'begged' Enes Freedom to take off shoes that criticized China"

"Meet the artist behind Enes Kanter's anti-Beijing shoes"

"Enes Kanter wears shoes accusing Nike of slave labor during Celtics game"

Articles about the 2022 Winter Olympics boycott (linked; one article per student)

"The Debate Over Boycotting the 2022 Beijing Olympics"

"The Biden Boycott of the 2022 Beijing Winter Olympics"

"The Diplomatic Boycott of the Beijing Winter Olympics, Explained"
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"Beijing 2022: Athletes warned about speaking out on human rights"

"How the U.S. Boycott of the Beijing Olympics Is Splitting the World"

"Opinion: Anyone can boycott the Beijing Olympics. Everyone should."

"What a US diplomatic boycott against the Beijing Olympics will entail"

"How much does the diplomatic boycott of Beijing 2022 matter?"

"Beijing 2022: Human rights groups call for Winter Olympic boycott"
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Engage

Teacher's Note: English Language Arts and Journalism Club

This lesson is part of a four-lesson unit that can be taught in an English Language Arts class or a school
club such as newspaper or yearbook. If you’re teaching this unit in the classroom setting, feel free to
use each lesson in its entirety. If, however, you’re using this lesson in an extracurricular club and are
limited on time, you may choose to teach one "E" per club meeting.

Teacher's Note: Activity Preparation

Before beginning this lesson, set up chart paper for the first activity. Divide the chart paper vertically
into three equal sections and title each section as follows: "Looks Like," "Sounds Like," and "Feels Like."

Introduce the lesson using the attached Lesson Slides and explain to students that this is the start of a unit
on journalism. Display slide 3 to share the essential questions and slide 4 to go over the lesson’s learning
objectives.

Go to slide 5 and ask students to think about the best newspaper or magazine articles they’ve read before,
either in print or online. Ask students the following questions:

What does a good article look like?

What does a good article sound like?

How does a good article make you feel?

As students share out, write their responses on the chart paper. Keep this class list posted for use in the
next section of the lesson.
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Explore

Teacher's Note: Activity Preparation

For this activity, be prepared to provide each student with at least one of the following articles about
Enes Kanter Freedom. Make sure that you have enough copies to go around and that there is a variety
of articles for students to read. Depending on time, you may choose to have students read more than
one article during this section.

"Photo of the Day: NBA star sports 'Free China' shoes"

"Enes Kanter Freedom: NBA star changes name to celebrate US citizenship"

"Enes Kanter Freedom Is Letting Himself Be Used"

"NBA 'begged' Enes Freedom to take off shoes that criticized China"

"Meet the artist behind Enes Kanter's anti-Beijing shoes"

"Enes Kanter wears shoes accusing Nike of slave labor during Celtics game"

Display slide 6. Ask students if they know who Enes Kanter Freedom is, what information they already know
or might want to know about him, and whether there’s anything interesting or surprising about him.

Go to slide 7. Pass out the linked articles about Enes Kanter Freedom and explain the Categorical
Highlighting strategy to students. As students read their articles, have them refer to the class list they
created in the last activity and highlight any elements of a "good" article as follows:

Looks Like: Highlight pink.

Sounds Like: Highlight blue.

Feels Like: Highlight yellow.

Once students have finished reading and highlighting, have students each turn to an elbow partner and
share some of the elements they highlighted in their articles. Then, have a whole-class discussion centered
on the following questions:

Were there any similarities in what you and your partner highlighted?

Were there any major differences?

What stood out to you the most?

After the discussion, ask students if there is anything they want to add to their class list of what makes a
"good" article. Invite students to share out while you write the additional elements on the chart paper.

Transition through slides 8–11 to show students pictures of some of Enes Kanter Freedom’s shoes.

Page 5 of 10

https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/lesson/2140?rev=25795

https://www.taiwannews.com.tw/en/news/4326221
https://www.bbc.com/news/59439797
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2021/12/enes-kanter-freedom-letting-himself-be-used/620900/
https://www.foxnews.com/sports/nba-begged-enes-freedom-to-take-off-shoes-that-criticized-china
https://thehill.com/policy/international/579207-meet-the-artist-behind-enes-kanters-anti-beijing-shoes
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/news/enes-kanter-freedom-shoes
https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/strategy/192
https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/lesson/2140?rev=25795


Explain
Display slide 12. Pass out the attached Always Sometimes, or Never True handout to students and explain
the Always, Sometimes, or Never True strategy. Ask students to read each statement carefully and decide if
it is always true, sometimes true, or never true. Once they decide, they need to write a justification for why
they made that selection.

If students struggle to provide justification right away, that’s okay! You may give them the opportunity to
work in pairs to fill out the handout. Alternatively, you may invite students to work through the statements
as a class while you facilitate their discussion.

Transition through slides 13–22 to reveal the most accurate choice for each question. If you would like to
provide students with further explanation of certain statements, see the note below.
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Activity Responses and Explanations

Slide 13: The title of a journalistic article is called a headline. Always True. The headline, often called "head"
or "hed" for short, sums up the article in a few words. It’s usually in a large, bold font and should be
written in active voice with a strong, present-tense verb.

Slide 14: An image of the author is included. Sometimes True. Including an image of the author is more
common in online articles.

Slide 15: Images should have captions to tell the audience key information. Always True. In print journalism,
a photo caption is sometimes called a "cutline."

Slide 16: An article includes the name of the newspaper in the body text. Sometimes True. Generally, there is
no need to include the name of the newspaper in the body copy of an article, but it depends on the
context of the story and whether the information and quotes used in the story were gathered by more
than one news organization. In most cases, it is best to use "said" when quoting a source (as opposed
to "told the K20 Chronicle" or other verbs of attribution).

Slide 17: A drophead (or deck) is a secondary headline that provides additional information about a story.
Always True. The drophead or deck, sometimes abbreviated "dek," is always below the head.

Slide 18: The byline should be included only at the end of an article. Never True. The byline should always be
at the beginning of an article, below the head and deck. Some media organizations may choose to
repeat the writer’s byline or contact information at the end, but this is not common.

Slide 19: Every article should begin with a lead (or lede) that tells readers what the most important information
is. Always True. The lead is the first sentence of a journalistic article. It should summarize the key points
of a news story, ideally in no more than 35–40 words.

Slide 20: Images are an important way to capture the audience’s attention. Always True. It’s also important
to credit the photographer or graphic artist below the image.

Slide 21: The author of an article should cite who/where their facts and information come from. Always True.
Journalists should always cite their sources (including information found online and the people they
interview). If a reporter is writing about a sensitive topic and a source doesn’t want to be named in the
article, a news organization may choose to grant that person anonymity, which means leaving out their
real name. However, this rarely happens—and, when it does, the writer should explain at the beginning
or end of the article why they're not disclosing the name of the source.

Slide 22: Quotations should be direct, with nothing omitted from what the source said. Sometimes True. Direct
quotes appear in quotation marks and should not omit any words unless an ellipsis (…) is used to
indicate that words have been omitted. However, direct quotes are just one way for a journalist to cite
their sources. A journalist can also paraphrase, which means taking the information a source tells them
and rewriting it in their own words. Paraphrasing information often makes an article more concise and
easier to read.
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Extend
Display slide 23 and pass out the attached Front Page handout or have students open the document on
their computers. Inform students they are going to use the information they’ve learned so far to create
their own start to an article based on what they’ve read about Enes Kanter Freedom’s activism.

Optional Teaching Tool

In this activity, students are not expected to incorporate everything they learned in the Always,
Sometimes, or Never True activity. However, if you would like to provide students with a general
example of a front-page news article and its parts, you may use the attached Example of Front Page
document as a teaching tool.
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Evaluate

Teacher's Note: Activity Preparation

For this activity, be prepared to provide each student with at least one of the following articles about
the 2022 Winter Olympics boycott. Make sure that you have enough copies to go around and that there
is a variety of articles for students to read. Depending on time, you may choose to have students read
more than one article during this section.

"The Debate Over Boycotting the 2022 Beijing Olympics"

"The Biden Boycott of the 2022 Beijing Winter Olympics"

"The Diplomatic Boycott of the Beijing Winter Olympics, Explained"

"Beijing 2022: Athletes warned about speaking out on human rights"

"How the U.S. Boycott of the Beijing Olympics Is Splitting the World"

"Opinion: Anyone can boycott the Beijing Olympics. Everyone should."

"What a US diplomatic boycott against the Beijing Olympics will entail"

"How much does the diplomatic boycott of Beijing 2022 matter?"

"Beijing 2022: Human rights groups call for Winter Olympic boycott"

Display slide 24. Pass out the attached Article Rubric and one of the linked Winter Olympics boycott articles
to each student. Let students know it’s their turn to score an article and determine whether it’s "good"
based on the rubric.

Before concluding the lesson, inform students that this same rubric will be used at the end of the
journalism unit to score their final projects.
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