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Essential Question
How does power or the lack of power affect minority groups? 

Summary
This lesson utilizes a current events video that allows students to investigate federal policies towards Native
Americans. This lesson pairs well with discussions over the transformation of the West during the
nineteenth century. To ensure the success of this lesson, students will need to have some background
information about Native American removal and respective federal policies.

Snapshot
Engage

Students watch "The Water Lady: A Savior among the Navajo" from CBS Sunday Morning while completing
an I Notice, I Wonder assignment.

Explore

As a class, students brainstorm a list of key vocabulary words regarding Native Americans, the federal
government, and the United States.

Explain

Working in small groups, students narrow down the list to ten key terms, then justify and explain each
selection.

Extend

Continuing in small groups, students create a timeline of these events using the Navajo water issue as
the end point.

Evaluate

Students present their timelines to the class and explain their selections and chronological process.
Students also submit their timelines for a grade.
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Standards
Oklahoma Academic Standards (Social Studies: United States History (9th through 12th grade))

USH.1.3C: Examine the rationale behind federal policies toward American Indians including the
establishment of reservations, attempts at assimilation, the end of the Indian Wars at Wounded Knee,
and the impact of the Dawes Act on tribal sovereignty and land ownership.
USH.1.3D: Compare viewpoints of American Indian resistance to United States Indian policies as
evidenced by Red Cloud in his Cooper Union speech, Quanah Parker, and Chief Joseph as expressed in his
I Will Fight No More Forever speech.
USH.7.2C: Describe the goals and effectiveness of the American Indian movements on tribal identity and
sovereignty including the American Indian Movement (AIM) and mismanagement by the federal
government causing the occupations at Wounded Knee and Alcatraz.

Attachments

Native American Policy Timeline Rubric—How Did We Get Here - Spanish.docx

Native American Policy Timeline Rubric—How Did We Get Here - Spanish.pdf

Native American Policy Timeline Rubric—How Did We Get Here.docx

Native American Policy Timeline Rubric—How Did We Get Here.pdf

Terms Handout—How Did We Get Here - Spanish.docx

Terms Handout—How Did We Get Here - Spanish.pdf

Terms Handout—How Did We Get Here.docx

Terms Handout—How Did We Get Here.pdf

Materials

Terms Handout (attached; one per student)

Native American Policy Timeline Rubric (attached; one per student)

Internet access

Video link

Scratch paper

Pens, pencils, colored pencils, or markers

Butcher paper

Project rubric
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Engage
At the beginning of class, students will watch "The Water Lady" from the CBS Sunday Morning Show while
completing an I Notice, I Wonder activity. At the end of the video, have students share some of their
observations with the class. After class discussion, ask students "How did we get here?" in reference to the
video.

Embedded video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hk8Rm9EsET4

Teacher's Note

Queuing the video ahead of time and making it available for students to see before the start of class
could be a great way to pique their interest.

Some probing questions could include:

Could you go a month without immediate access to clean water?

What adjustments would you have to make to your daily life if you did not have access to clean, running water?

What countries or regions do you normally think of in regards to lack of water resources?

Who has the right to clean water?

Teacher's Note

If students are struggling with gaining a perspective on Native Americans, consider reading Jane Yolen's
Encounter as a class. Find the book referenced in Resources.
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Explore
Following the video, tell students they will be acting as historical forensic scientists, and they will be building
a timeline. It is their job to determine how Americans in the twenty-first century live without running water.
To begin, give each student the Native American Terms Handout (attached).

Place students in small groups of 3-4, and have each group work on creating definitions for each term.

Once groups have created definitions, explain to groups that they will participate in a Strike Out activity,
removing the least important terms from the list. By the end of the activity, groups should be left with ten
total terms.

After groups get their original lists back, have them read through the final list and discuss if they would like
to change out two of the terms for two terms removed that were "struck out."

Then, for each term left, groups should write down one other term it relates to and why. This should help
them make connections for the extend activity.

Teacher's Note

If the class is short on time, students can be given the Native American Terms Handout at the end of
the previous class. This can be used as a homework assignment. Students can take the handout home,
determine their top ten events, and define each term. Students can then bring the sheets back to class
and discuss their choices with their group.
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Explain
Have a class share-out. Each group will share out one term, its definition, and another term it relates to and
why.

Groups cannot repeat terms shared by another group.

The teacher should take this time as an opportunity to clarify any misconceptions and add extra
information as needed.
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Extend
Using their ten terms, groups will construct a timeline on butcher paper to show the progression of Native
American policies towards Navajo water restrictions. For each event on their timeline, students need to
place their definitions underneath the term. The end point must be the Navajo issue discussed in the CBS
Sunday Morning video. Remind students that there should be a logical connection from one event to the
other.

For many groups, the connections may read like a narrative. For example, a group may choose to connect
Trail of Tears to boarding schools. However, they would be missing key steps in between the terms that
ultimately link them. A proper connection might be "The transcontinental railroad went through many tribal
territories. As a result, the federal government passed the Dawes General Allotment Act in order to push
tribes onto a set amount of land. Around the same time as the passage of the Dawes Act, Native American
children were forced to attend boarding schools far away from their parents."

Teacher's Note

Providing students with a copy of the attached Native American Policy Timeline Rubric while they
work on their timelines may be helpful. Students will be able to look at the requirements and ensure
that all of the required objectives have been addressed.

Teacher's Note

For students who may be visual learners, it might be beneficial to add an artistic component to the
lesson. Groups could create a symbol or illustration for each term on their timeline.
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Evaluate
Have students present their timelines to the class while also explaining why they selected certain events
over others. For example, some groups may choose to use the transcontinental railroad and its physical
impact on Native American tribes, while other groups may choose to use boarding schools and their
cultural impact on Native American norms, mores, and ways of life.

To keep students engaged in the activity, have students take notes over group presentations. This can allow
students the opportunity to keep track of the presentations they have heard and to formulate questions
they may want to ask the presenters. These notes may then be turned in for a participation grade. After
each group has presented their timeline, allow a few minutes for students to pose questions to the
presenting group for clarification, justification, and/or discussion.

To evaluate student understanding, use the Native American Policy Timeline Rubric to review the group
timelines. If groups consistently miss a term or connection, it might be an element that needs reteaching or
review.

To close out the lesson, ask students the following question: How did these policies and events lead to the water
shortage in "The Water Lady"?
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