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Course American Literature, Composition, Creative Writing

Time Frame 2-3 class period(s)

Duration 150 minutes

#Summarize
Summarizing

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons CC BY-SA 4.0 License

Essential Question
What do the effects of life events look like?

Summary
In this lesson, students will connect to the essential question, "What do the effects of life events look like?"
through the skill of summarizing. To answer that question, students will summarize a slam poem, a short
story, and a recent Presidential speech. To make a personal connection to the skill of summarizing,
students will write a tweet that reflects their own life event. To summarize the lesson, students will write a
summary of what the effects of life events look like to them.

Snapshot
Engage

To activate prior knowledge of the summarization skill, students write a First Word, Last Word acronym.

Explore

Students watch the slam poem "Knock Knock" and apply the 4-2-1 strategy for a summary of the poem.

Explain

Upon reading John Steinbeck's short story, "Why Soldiers Won't Talk," students engage in a thinking
strategy to identify the main ideas of the passage and then craft a paragraph summary.

Extend

To apply the summarization skill, students write a summary tweet of a personal life event.

Evaluate

Students' summaries of what life events' effects look like are assessed. Students self-analyze their
understanding by reading and summarizing President Obama's speech about Orlando and complete the
second part of the First Word, Last Word strategy.
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Standards
Oklahoma Academic Standards for English Language Arts (Grade 11)

11.2.R.1: Students will summarize, paraphrase, and synthesize ideas, while maintaining meaning and a
logical sequence of events, within and between texts.

Oklahoma Academic Standards for English Language Arts (Grade 11)

12.2.R.1: Students will summarize, paraphrase, and synthesize ideas, while maintaining meaning and a
logical sequence of events, within and between texts.

Attachments
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Main-Idea-Summarize - Spanish.pdf
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Tweet-Writing-Summarize - Spanish.docx
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Why-Soldiers-Wont-Talk-Story-Summarize - Spanish.docx
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Materials
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