ANNOTATING A TEXT

How to mark the text:

e Highlight examples of
the targeted literary
device and write the
meanings
in the margin

Circle key terms,
repeated words, or
examples of strong
diction

¢ Underline main ideas
and summarize them
in the margins

AN

e Draw arrows to label
connections noticed in

the text
\

It was a pleasure to burn.

It was a special pleasure to see things€atery
to see thingstlackenedand changed. With the brass
nozzle in his fists, with this great pythorCspittindits

kerosene upon the world, the blood
pounded in his head, and his hands were the hands of

some amazing conductor playing all the symphonies
offifazing and burningso bring down the tatters and
charcoal ruins of history. With his symbolic helmet

numbered 451 on his@tolid head) and his eyes all
(= with the thought of what came next, he

flicked the igniter and the upina

gorging fir®that burned the evening sky red and yellow
and black. He strode in agWarm of fireflie He wanted
above all, like the old joke, toShove a marshmellowy on
a stick in the furnace, while the-flapping pigeon-wing
books died on the porch and lawn of the house. While

the books went up in Géarkling whl_?gand blew away

ona Wned dark with burni

Montage grinned thof all men singed
and driven back by flame.

He knew that when he returned to the fire®

he might wink at himself, a minstrel man

in the mirror.
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