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Grade Level 11th - 12th Grade
Subject English/Language Arts

Course American Literature

Essential Question

How do the elements of Gothic literature reflect the dark side of romanticism? How did the “American
Identity” change during the Romantic period?

Summary

Day and night, yin and yang, love and despair, Biggie and Tupac—all opposite yet equal counterparts to one
another. In this lesson, students explore the reaction to the American Transcendental movement, dark
romanticism. They Jigsaw informational texts of this subgenre and come to a consensus on what main
characteristics make up these texts. Students will then, with a critical eye, read two of the three stories from
Nathaniel Hawthorne, "Dr. Heidegger's Experiment," "The Wives of the Dead," and "Young Goodman Brown,"
looking for examples of the characteristics they determined previously. Finally, students create an op-ed on
this genre through Blackout Poetry.

Snapshot

Engage
Students sort quotes into two groups, transcendentalism or dark romanticism, using their prior
knowledge.

Explore
Students Jigsaw articles on the subgenre dark romanticism.

Explain
Students co-create a list of requirements for writing to fall within the subgenre.

Extend

Students read two short stories by Nathaniel Hawthorne and Why-Light specific areas that connect to
their co-created list.

Evaluate

Students create an op-ed using an excerpt from Nathaniel Hawthorne's The Scarlet Letter and a technique
called Blackout Poetry.

https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/lesson/2902?rev=44009
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Standards

Oklahoma Academic Standards for English Language Arts (Grade 11)

2.R: Reading: Students will read and comprehend increasingly complex literary and informational texts.
11.2.R.2: Students will evaluate details in literary and non-fiction/informational texts to connect how
genre supports the author's purpose.

3.W: Writing: Students will write for varied purposes and audiences in all modes, using fully developed
ideas, strong organization, well-chosen words, fluent sentences, and appropriate voice.

Attachments

Card Sort—Bad Romance - Spanish.docx
Card Sort—Bad Romance - Spanish.pdf

Card Sort—Bad Romance.docx
Card Sort—Bad Romance.pdf

Lesson Slides—Bad Romance.pptx

Materials

Lesson Slides (attached)
Card Sort (attached; one per group)
The Scarlet Letter (excerpt from The Project Gutenberg) (linked; one per student)

Dark Romanticism and American Renaissance (linked; one per group)

New World Encyclopedia - Dark Romanticism (linked; one per group)
Dark Romanticism Study Guide (linked; one per group)

Dr. Heidegger's Experiment (linked; one per student)
The Wives of the Dead (linked; one per student)

Young Goodman Brown (linked; one per student)
Highlighters
Pens/pencils
Sticky notes

https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/lesson/2902?rev=44009


https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/lesson/2902/Card%20Sort%25E2%2580%2594Bad%20Romance%20-%20Spanish.docx?rev=44009&language=Spanish
https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/lesson/2902/Card%20Sort%25E2%2580%2594Bad%20Romance%20-%20Spanish.pdf?rev=44009&language=Spanish
https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/lesson/2902/Card%20Sort%25E2%2580%2594Bad%20Romance.docx?rev=44009&language=English
https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/lesson/2902/Card%20Sort%25E2%2580%2594Bad%20Romance.pdf?rev=44009&language=English
https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/lesson/2902/Lesson%20Slides%25E2%2580%2594Bad%20Romance.pptx?rev=44009&language=English
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/25344/25344-h/25344-h.htm
https://adhc.lib.ua.edu/site/literarylandscapes/dark-romanticism-american-renaissance-context/
https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Dark_romanticism
https://americanliterature.com/dark-romanticism-study-guide/
https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/dr-heidegger-s-experiment
https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/the-wives-of-the-dead
https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/young-goodman-brown
https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/lesson/2902?rev=44009
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Engage

Teacher's Note: Preparing for the Lesson

Before the lesson, print and cut out the Card Sort cards. Keep them organized in sets using envelopes
or paper clips.

Go to The Project Gutenberg website and select a chapter or page from The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel
Hawthorne for students to use for their Blackout Poetry. Make sure to print one page per student.

Introduce the lesson by displaying the title slide 2 from the attached Lesson Slides.
Display slides 3-4. Review the essential question and the learning objectives.

Display slide 5 and share the instructional strategy Card Sort with students. Have students partner up and
pass out the attached copies of the Card Sort. Instruct students to read through each of the quotes with
their partners. Once they have read through all of the quotes, they should sort them based on whether they
believe them to be written by a transcendentalist or a dark romanticist. You can use slides 6-13 to have a
whole class discussion on each of the quotes.

https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/lesson/2902?rev=44009


https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/tech-tool/3033
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/25344/25344-h/25344-h.htm
https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/strategy/147
https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/lesson/2902?rev=44009
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Explore

Teacher's Note
Teacher's Note: Article Translations

For this activity, be prepared to provide each student with at least one of the following articles. You may
print out the articles ahead of time or have students access them on their personal devices. For
students whose first language is not English, they may use Google Translate to translate the webpage
into the language of their choice. To do so, have students use the Chrome web browser to open each
article. Then, have students right-click on the webpage and select “Translate to [language].”

Display slide 14 and introduce the Jigsaw strategy. Divide students into three groups and pass out copies of
the linked readings (each student in the group should have a copy of the same reading).

e Alabama Digital Humanities Center
o New World Encyclopedia - Dark Romanticism

® Dark Romanticism Study Guide

Instruct students to read the articles individually and highlight any information that stands out to them as
important that they will want to share with the group. After they have had ample time to read and gather
their thoughts, move to slide 15 and have group members work together to discuss what they learned and
synthesize what they want to share with the rest of the class.

Divide students into new groups of three so that each person in the new group has read a different article.
Move to slide 16 and students take turns sharing with their new groups what they have learned from their
reading.

https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/lesson/2902?rev=44009


https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/strategy/179
https://adhc.lib.ua.edu/site/literarylandscapes/dark-romanticism-american-renaissance-context/
https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Dark_romanticism
https://americanliterature.com/dark-romanticism-study-guide/
https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/lesson/2902?rev=44009
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Explain

Display slide 17 with students and share the instructional strategy Affinity Process with them. Pass out
stacks of sticky notes to the class. Have students write down as many characteristics of the subgenre Dark
Romanticism as they can think of. They should limit themselves to one characteristic per sticky note. There
is @ 3-minute timer on the slide for you to use. If you believe students may need more or less time, you can
find additional timers on the K20 Center's YouTube Channel.

Move to slide 18 once students have exhausted their knowledge. Ask students to work with a partner to
compare their sticky notes. Instruct them to group similar sticky notes together. Label these as a category.

After pairs have completed their groupings, display slide 19. Have each pair combine with another pair,
resulting in a group of four. Have these groups of four repeat the process.

At this time, groups share their big categories, or main characteristics for the subgenre dark
romanticism. Create a whole class list on the board for them to refer to at a later time.

https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/lesson/2902?rev=44009


https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/strategy/87
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iISP02KPau0&list=PL-aUhEQeaZXLMF3fItNDxiuSkEr0pq0c2&index=5
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL-aUhEQeaZXLMF3fItNDxiuSkEr0pq0c2
https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/lesson/2902?rev=44009
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Extend

Display slide 20 and share with students that they are going to be reading two short stories today, both of
which were written by Nathaniel Hawthorne. Share some information about the author and ask students

whether they have read anything else by the author.

Move to slide 21 and share the instructional strategy Why-Lighting with students. Instruct them to highlight
examples throughout the reading that show that this story falls within the subgenre of Dark
Romanticism. For each example they highlight, they should write in the margin their reasoning. Choose two
of the three linked stories from CommonlLit that you would like students to read at this time.

® Dr. Heidegger's Experiment
o The Wives of the Dead
® Young Goodman Brown

Display slide 22 and have students discuss their annotations with a partner.

https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/lesson/2902?rev=44009


https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/strategy/128
https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/tech-tool/2170
https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/dr-heidegger-s-experiment
https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/the-wives-of-the-dead
https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/young-goodman-brown
https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/lesson/2902?rev=44009
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Evaluate

Display slide 23 and share the instructional strategy Blackout Poetry with students. Move to slide 24 and
play the following video for students that explains how to create Blackout Poetry with Google Slides.

Embedded video
https://youtube.com/watch?v=ADnAmMvgXMRU

Once the video is over, use slides 25-27 to share a couple of completed examples with students. Move to
slide 28, pass out an excerpt from The Scarlet Letter, and share the instructions for the activity with students.

https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/lesson/2902?rev=44009


https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/strategy/84
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ADnAmvqXMRU
https://youtube.com/watch?v=ADnAmvqXMRU
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/25344/25344-h/25344-h.htm
https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/lesson/2902?rev=44009
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