
 
WHAT WAS THE PROGRESSIVE ERA? 

ESTABLISHMENT OF YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK 

The 26th U.S. President, Theodore Roosevelt, is sometimes called “the conservation president” 
because of his dedication to protecting the environment. President Roosevelt created the United 
States Forest Service (USFS), which established 150 national forests, 51 federal bird reserves, 4 
national game preserves, 5 national parks, and 18 national monuments. He is quoted as saying, 
"We have fallen heirs to the most glorious heritage a people ever received, and each one must 
do his part if we wish to show that the nation is worthy of its good fortune."  

 
AN ACT TO SET APART A CERTAIN TRACT OF 

LAND LYING NEAR THE HEADWATERS OF THE 
YELLOWSTONE RIVER AS A PUBLIC PARK, 

Approved March 1, 1872 (17 Stat. 32) 
 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the tract of land in the Territories of Montana and Wyoming, lying 
near the headwaters of the Yellowstone River, and described as follows, to wit, commencing at 
the junction of Gardiner's river with the Yellowstone River, [...] thence north along said 
meridian to the latitude of the junction of Yellowstone and Gardiner's rivers; thence east to the 
place of beginning, is hereby reserved and withdrawn from settlement, occupancy, or sale 
under the laws of the United States, and dedicated and set apart as a public park or pleasuring-
ground for the benefit and enjoyment of the people; and all persons who shall locate or settle 
upon or occupy the same, or any part thereof, except as hereinafter provided, shall be 
considered trespassers and removed therefrom. (U.S.C., title 16, sec. 21.) 

SEC 2. That said public park shall be under the exclusive control of the Secretary of the Interior, 
whose duty it shall be, as soon as practicable, to make and publish such rules and regulations as 
he may deem necessary or proper for the care and management of the same. Such regulations 
shall provide for the preservation, from injury or spoliation, of all timber, mineral deposits, 
natural curiosities, or wonders within said park, and their retention in their natural condition. 
The Secretary may in his discretion, grant leases for building purposes for terms not exceeding 
ten years, of small parcels of ground, at such places in said park as shall require the erection of 
buildings for the accommodation of visitors; all of the proceeds of said leases, and all other 
revenues that may be derived from any source connected with said park, to be expended under 
his direction in the management of the same, and the construction of roads and bridle-paths 
therein. He shall provide against the wanton destruction of the fish and game found within said 
park, and against their capture or destruction for the purposes of merchandise or profit... 
(U.S.C., title 16, sec. 22.) 
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