
 

 
PRESERVING THE SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND STATE  

CONSTRUCTIVE CONTROVERSY GUIDE 

Under what circumstances might prayer at school events be considered a 
violation of separation of church and state and under what circumstances 
might it not be a violation? 

Describe a situation or set of circumstances where prayer WOULD be a violation of the First 
Amendment. 

Describe a situation or set of circumstances where prayer WOULD NOT be a violation of the 
First Amendment 

Consider both of the scenarios carefully to form a statement of advice about how to 
effectively balance the separation of church and state with other fundamental rights.  

 


