
2

| 3

ANALYZING OPINION HANDOUT
“When Free Speech Disappears from Campus” 

Name:_____________________________________________		Date:_____________

Directions: View the opinion piece titles for sides one two (below). Both sides address the teaching of sensitive material on a college campus. Decide what topic (e.g., sensitive material, trigger warnings) and position (for/pro, against/con) each side represents. Using the website https://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate/2015/11/02/when-a-generation-becomes-less-tolerant-of-free-speech, choose one article from “Side 1” and one article from “Side 2.” Highlight or circle your choices. Read both articles carefully, then complete the modified T-chart on the next page of this handout.

	Side 1 
Scan the article titles below.

Topic: _________________________________

Position (pro or con): 
_______________________________________

	Side 2 
Scan the article titles below.

Topic: ______________________________________

Position (pro or con): 
____________________________________________


	
1a. “Today’s Students Have a New Way of Looking at Free Speech” (McCartney)



2a. “Millennials Are Creating a More Inclusive and Just World” (Byron)



3a. “Parents Aren’t to Blame for ‘Oversensitive’ College Students” (Kohn)

	
1b. “The Problem with Echo Chambers on Campus and Beyond” (Stascavage)



2b. “The Importance of Protecting Even the Thoughts We Hate” (Volokh)



3b. “Millennials Will Soon Define ‘America,’ and That’s a Problem for Ideas” (Lythcott-Haims)







	Side 1

Article Title: ___________________________

Author: _______________________________
	Side 2

Article Title: ___________________________

Author: _______________________________

	Claim (This is the main idea/argument in the article. What is the author’s position on the topic?)







Evidence (How does the author support her/his claim? Give at least three direct quotations from the article. Remember to cite using author’s last name in parentheses.)
1. ___________________________________________
    ___________________________________________
    ___________________________________________
    ___________________________________________
2. ___________________________________________
    ___________________________________________
    ___________________________________________
    ___________________________________________
3. ___________________________________________
    ___________________________________________
    ___________________________________________
    ___________________________________________
Counter-arguments (Create at least two counter-arguments someone could make against this author’s claim. In other words, imagine what the other side might argue in a debate.) 
1. ___________________________________________
    ___________________________________________
    ___________________________________________
    ___________________________________________
2. ___________________________________________
    ___________________________________________
    ___________________________________________
    ___________________________________________
	Claim (This is the main idea/argument in the article. What is the author’s position on the topic?)







Evidence (How does the author support her/his claim? Give at least three direct quotations from the article. Remember to cite using author’s last name in parentheses.)
1. ___________________________________________
    ___________________________________________
    ___________________________________________
    ___________________________________________
2. ___________________________________________
    ___________________________________________
    ___________________________________________
    ___________________________________________
3. ___________________________________________
    ___________________________________________
    ___________________________________________
    ___________________________________________
Counter-arguments (Create at least two counter-arguments someone could make against this author’s claim. In other words, imagine what the other side might argue in a debate.) 
1. ___________________________________________
    ___________________________________________
    ___________________________________________
    ___________________________________________
2. ___________________________________________
    ___________________________________________
    ___________________________________________
    ___________________________________________



	Use a sheet of paper, or write your ROVING PARAGRAPH in the space below.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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