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Essential Question
How does the Fourteenth Amendment support the principles of other constitutional amendments? Why is
the Fourteenth Amendment significant to ensuring that all U.S. citizens receive equal protection of laws?

Summary
In this lesson, students will learn how the Fourteenth Amendment impacted the history of civil rights in the
United States within a focused context. Students will discover the origins, significance, and lasting effects of
the 14th Amendment by examining a collection of primary and secondary sources. Students will
demonstrate how the Fourteenth Amendment helped ensure all U.S. citizens are equally protected under
the law through creative multimodal projects. Finally, students reflect on their learning by completing a
short written response.

Snapshot
Engage - Students will identify what rights are guaranteed to them as U.S. citizens using the
examples/non-examples strategy.

Explore - Students will create a visual representation that synthesizes their understanding of the 14th
Amendment and the Bill of Rights using the Cognitive Comics strategy.

Explain - Students will generate observations and questions about the 14th Amendment and the
Doctrine of Incorporation. 

Extend - Students will demonstrate what they have learned about the 14th Amendment by recording an
unboxing video. 

Evaluate- Students will describe what they have learned about citizenship and the 14th Amendment by
using the How am I feeling? What am I thinking? strategy.
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Standards
Oklahoma Academic Standards (Social Studies: United States Government (9th through 12th grade))

USG.3.9: Analyze the rights and liberties guaranteed to all citizens in the Bill of Rights and how they are
protected at the state level through the doctrine of incorporation using the 14th Amendment.

Attachments

Cognitive Comic—Unpacking the 14th Amendment - Spanish.docx

Cognitive Comic—Unpacking the 14th Amendment - Spanish.pdf

Cognitive Comic—Unpacking the 14th Amendment .docx

Cognitive Comic—Unpacking the 14th Amendment .pdf

Infographic—Unpacking the 14th Amendment - Spanish.pdf

Infographic—Unpacking the 14th Amendment.pdf

Lesson Slides—Unpacking the 14th Amendment.pptx

The 14th Amendment Unwrapped—Unpacking the 14th Amendment - Spanish.docx

The 14th Amendment Unwrapped—Unpacking the 14th Amendment - Spanish.pdf

The 14th Amendment Unwrapped—Unpacking the 14th Amendment.docx

The 14th Amendment Unwrapped—Unpacking the 14th Amendment.pdf

Unboxing Video—Unpacking the 14th Amendment - Spanish.docx

Unboxing Video—Unpacking the 14th Amendment - Spanish.pdf

Unboxing Video—Unpacking the 14th Amendment.docx

Unboxing Video—Unpacking the 14th Amendment.pdf

Materials

Lesson Slides (attached)

Infogram (linked)

Infographic handout (optional; attached; one per student)

Cognitive Comics handout (attached; one per group)

The 14th Amendment Unwrapped handout (attached; one per student)

Unboxing Video handout (attached; one per group)

Writing utensils

Notebook paper

Sticky Notes (optional)

Computers (one per group)

Recording device for audio and video (one per group)

Paper/Plastic bags or cardboard boxes (one per group)
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10 minutes

Engage

Teacher's Note: Preparing the Lesson 

During the first part of this lesson, students will share examples and non-examples in response to a
prompt. Prepare a space for recording their answers ahead of time. This may be written on the board
as a T-chart or can be done digitally on a new document. 

During the Extend, students will be “unboxing” items connected with the lesson. Prepare to have either
boxes or bags for each group. See note in Extend for more information.

Facilitate the lesson using the attached Lesson Slides. 

Transition through slides 3-4 and go over the essential questions and learning objectives as needed.
Proceed to slide 5 and ask students to take a moment to consider the following question:

What rights are guaranteed to U.S. citizens by the Constitution?

Use the strategy Examples and Non-Examples by asking students to call out first some examples of rights
guaranteed to U.S. citizens by the Constitution and then ask for non-examples. Record their answers in the
appropriate category somewhere in the classroom that is easily visible to all students. This process should
take no more than five minutes. Once the lists are complete, summarize their responses and ask students
to share how they knew about the examples. Then, communicate to students that the examples are
explicitly stated in the U.S. Constitution or in one of the twenty-seven amendments to the Constitution.

Teacher's Note: Sample Student Responses

Examples: Freedom of Speech, Right to Bear Arms, Freedom of Religion, Right to an Attorney, Right to
Due Process, etc. 

Non-Examples: Right to attend school, Right to healthcare, Right to drive a car, etc.
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30 minutes

Explore

Teacher's Note: Infogram Alternative Option

If access to technology is limited at your school, print out the attached Infographic handout.

Move to slide 6 and pass out a copy of the attached The 14th Amendment Unwrapped handout to each
student. Next, direct students to the QR code on the slide to open the linked Infogram on their device or
pass out the attached printed version. Tell students they will be reading each of these texts and writing a
summary of both individually before moving on to a group project. 

Organize students into small groups of three. This activity could easily be done in pairs as well if your class
size does not easily divide into groups of three. 

Give groups time to individually read through the 14th Amendment Unwrapped handout and Infogram. This
should take approximately five to ten minutes for students to read. After reading, make sure each member
of the group writes their own summary of what they learned from the documents on a separate piece of
paper.

Once everyone has their summary written, move to slide 7. Pass out one copy of the attached Cognitive
Comics handout to each group. Share the Cognitive Comics strategy with your class. Explain that the scene
and dialogue could depict one event from the timeline or depict the general idea from their summaries. Tell
students that after everyone in their group has created their own summaries, they should discuss and
compare notes and decide what scene they want to create as a comic strip. 

This part should take about 15-20 minutes. 

Have students hold on to their comic strips until the end of the lesson. Students may include the comic strip
as an item in their unboxing video (seen in the Extend section) or use their comic strip to help them
generate ideas for other items to put in their group’s box.

Teacher's Note: Optional Tech Integration

If students are self-conscious about their drawing abilities or if you just want to incorporate more
technology consider using our tech tool AI Image Generator. Students can use programs such as Canva
or DALL-E to create drawings or upload their own and edit them.

Page 4 of 9

https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/lesson/3518?rev=29950

http://k20.ou.edu/citizenship
https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/strategy/198
https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/tech-tool/3487
http://canva.com/ai-image-generator
http://labs.openai.com
https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/lesson/3518?rev=29950


25 minutes

Explain
Advance to slide 8. Introduce the Doctrine of Incorporation to students and help them get an idea of what it
means and why it is important by explaining the definition in as much detail as you think necessary. Next,
transition to slide 9 and play the “The 14th Amendment: Understanding its crucial legal impact” video that is
embedded in this slide about the legal impact of the 14th Amendment.

 “The 14th Amendment: Understanding its crucial legal impact”:

Embedded video

https://youtube.com/watch?v=KoC8Qj1DGEo?feature=shared

After the video, proceed to slide 10. Explain the I Notice, I Wonder strategy to students. Have students take
out their same paper where they wrote their summaries over the 14th Amendment earlier and a writing
implement. Ask them to list what they noticed or what really stood out to them in the video on one side of
their paper. Then tell students to write down what they still have questions about regarding the 14th
Amendment and the Doctrine of Incorporation on the other side of their paper. 

If time permits, this is a great opportunity to clear up any misunderstandings or misconceptions related to
the content by having volunteers share items from their list to help facilitate a whole class discussion.

Teacher's Note: Additional Examples

If you would like to have your students take a deeper dive into the legal impact of the Fourteenth
Amendment, then there are many landmark Supreme Court decisions that were heavily influenced by
this constitutional amendment. You can find examples at the following link: 10 Supreme Court cases
about the 14th Amendment
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30 minutes

Extend
Go to slide 11. Pass out the attached Unboxing Video handout and introduce students to the Unboxing
Video strategy. Explain to students that they will be making a video to review the Fourteenth Amendment.
Their task is to describe the origins, influence, and lasting impact of the Fourteenth Amendment. Tell
students they can use a combination of information, objects, and symbols to demonstrate what they have
learned about this topic. 

Allow students time to plan out the video in their small groups using the Unboxing Video handout. Prior to
filming, groups will either select existing items or create their own items to place in their box that they can
reference while they are speaking during the video. The items going in the box should have a clear
connection to the Fourteenth Amendment in some way or the student will need to justify why that item
helps them understand and appreciate the 14th Amendment.

Students should be able to explain why they included each item and how it relates to the 14th Amendment.
Explain that the content of the video should answer all of the questions that are on the Unboxing Video
handout. Explain that videos should be between 2-5 minutes and not to exceed 5.

Teacher's Note: Optional Brainstorming Session

If students are struggling to generate ideas, then lead them in a brainstorming session to help come up
with suggestions that they could potentially include in their box for the video. This may extend the time
for this part of the lesson. 

Examples include scale, blindfold, gavel, voting ballot, photos, books, comic strips, quotes, drawings, signs,
shield, abortion protest poster/female body, “whites only” sign, Jan. 6 riot/Trump’s current hearings, etc.

Once students have completed the handout, give them their recording device and tell them they need to go
to the location where they are filming so that they can record the short video. Make sure students record in
a place where they are not disrupting other classes or other groups. 

Communicate to students that each group member should have a role in the planning and recording
process of their video. Again, students should refer to their Unboxing Video handout for guidance on what
to include in their short video. After students have recorded, they can share the video via e-mail or
submission to a destination of your choosing.

Teacher's Note: Alternative Strategy 

If recording devices are not readily available or you would rather students not use technology to
complete this activity consider using the Time Capsule strategy, which is similar to the Unboxing Video
strategy. In using this strategy, students write about why they chose each item.
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Teacher's Note: “How to” and Sample Unboxing Videos

Hidden slides 12 and 13 provide additional resources for facilitating the Unboxing Video strategy. You
may use these as a reference for yourself or if you think students may benefit from extra support
consider unhiding them and letting students view them. Watching these videos in class will extend the
time allotted for this part of the lesson.
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10 minutes

Evaluate
Move to slide 14 and have students take out a piece of paper or you can pass out a sticky note to each of
them. Direct students to write responses to the following questions on the slide using the How Am I Feeling?
What Am I Thinking? strategy. On one side of their response, students will write about how comfortable or
confident they feel in their understanding of the content in these questions. On the other side, they will
write what they are thinking and attempt to answer these questions to the best of their ability. 

How does the Fourteenth Amendment support the principles of other constitutional amendments?

Why is the Fourteenth Amendment significant to ensuring that all U.S. citizens receive equal protection of laws? 

Collect student responses as they walk out and use them for assessment or to inform what you still need to
review on this topic.
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