
 
WHY DO I NEED AN EDUCATION? 

PROPOSALS RELATING TO THE EDUCATION OF YOUTH IN PENSILVANIA 

PHILADELPHIA, 1749 

Benjamin Franklin had no formal education but believed it to be necessary for the good of the 
colonies. Franklin wrote a pamphlet in 1749 that proposed an academy for Pennsylvania for the 
education of youth. This proposal led to the founding of the Academy of Philadelphia, which 
later became the University of Pennsylvania. This is an excerpt from the pamphlet:  

It is propos'd: 

THAT some Persons of Leisure and publick Spirit, apply for a CHARTER, by which they may be 
incorporated, with Power to erect an ACADEMY for the Education of Youth, to govern the same, 
provide Masters, make Rules, receive Donations, purchase Lands, &c. and to add to their 
Number, from Time to Time such other Persons as they shall judge suitable. 

That the Members of the Corporation make it their Pleasure, and in some Degree their 
Business, to visit the Academy often, encourage and countenance the Youth, countenance and 
assist the Masters, and by all Means in their Power advance the Usefulness and Reputation of 
the Design; that they look on the Students as in some Sort their Children, treat them with 
Familiarity and Affection, and when they have behav'd well, and gone through their Studies, 
and are to enter the World, zealously unite, and make all the Interest that can be made to 
establish them… 

That a House be provided for the ACADEMY, if not in the Town, not many Miles from it; the 
Situation high and dry, and if it may be, not far from a River, having a Garden, Orchard, 
Meadow, and a Field or two. 

That the House be furnished with a Library (if in the Country, if in the Town, the Town Libraries 
may serve) with Maps of all Countries, Globes, some mathematical Instruments, and Apparatus 
for Experiments in Natural Philosophy, and for Mechanics; Prints, of all Kinds, Prospects, 
Buildings, Machines, &c. 

That the RECTOR be a Man of good Understanding, good Morals, diligent and patient, learn'd in 
the Languages and Sciences, and a correct pure Speaker and Writer of the English Tongue; to 
have such Tutors under him as shall be necessary. 

That the boarding Scholars diet together, plainly, temperately, and frugally. 

That to keep them in Health, and to strengthen and render active their Bodies, they be 
frequently exercis'd in Running, Leaping, Wrestling, and Swimming &c… 

All should be taught to write a fair Hand, and swift, as that is useful to All. And with it may be 
learnt something of Drawing, by Imitation of Prints, and some of the first Principles of 
Perspective. 

 Arithmetick, Accounts, and some of the first Principles of Geometry and Astronomy. 

The English Language might be taught by Grammar; in which some of our best Writers, 
as Tillotson, Addison, Pope, Algernoon Sidney, Cato's Letters, &c. should be Classicks: 
The Stiles principally to be cultivated, being the clear and the concise. Reading should also be 
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taught, and pronouncing, properly, distinctly, emphatically; not with an even Tone, 
which under-does, nor a theatrical, which over-does Nature… 

But if HISTORY be made a constant Part of their Reading, such as the Translations of 
the Greek and Roman Historians, and the modern Histories of antient Greece and Rome, &c. 
may not almost all Kinds of useful Knowledge be that Way introduc'd to Advantage, and with 
Pleasure to the Student? As  

GEOGRAPHY, by reading with Maps, and being required to point out the Places where the 
greatest Actions were done, to give their old and new Names, with the Bounds, Situation, 
Extent of the Countries concern'd, &c. 

CHRONOLOGY, by the Help of Helvicus or some other Writer of the Kind, who will enable them 
to tell when those Events happened; what Princes were Cotemporaries, what States or famous 
Men flourish'd about that Time, &c. The several principal Epochas to be first well fix'd in their 
Memories. 

ANCIENT CUSTOMS, religious and civil, being frequently mentioned in History, will give 
Occasion for explaining them; in which the Prints of Medals, Basso Relievo's, and antient 
Monuments will greatly assist. 

MORALITY, by descanting and making continual Observations on the Causes of the Rise or Fall 
of any Man's Character, Fortune, Power, &c. mention'd in History; the Advantages of 
Temperance, Order, Frugality, Industry, Perseverance, &c. &c. (* 17) Indeed the general natural 
Tendency of Reading good History, must be, to fix in the Minds of Youth deep Impressions of 
the Beauty and Usefulness of Virtue of all Kinds, Publick Spirit, Fortitude, &c… 
Source: Franklin, B. (1749) Proposals relating to the education of youth In Pensilvania. Primary Sources Online: University of 
Pennsylvania Archives and Records Center. Retrieved from http://www.archives.upenn.edu/primdocs/1749proposals.html 
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