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Grade Level 10th - 12th Grade Duration 2-3 class periods
Subject English/Language Arts
Course American Literature

Essential Question

How can music help establish mood and tone?

Summary

This lesson is to be taught after reading Chapter 6 where Gatsby throws another one of his famous parties,
this time with Daisy in attendance. In this lesson, students will explore the essential question "How can
music help establish mood and tone?" to create a playlist that explores the sense of sound in The Great
Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald.

Snapshot

Engage

Students are introduced to mood and tone by evaluating the differences between the two terms through
viewing two versions of the same movie trailer. Students take notes on a handout over their reactions to
the two movie trailers in order to inform a discussion that will establish definitions and explore examples
of mood and tone.

Explore

After reading Chapter 6 of The Great Gatsby, students reflect on the party scenes in this chapter and in
Chapter 3 and respond to the Party Playlists handout. Using the Why-Lighting strategy, students locate
and identify elements of mood and tone throughout the short story.

Explain

Following the re-reading of the two party scenes and working with the Party Playlists handout, students
reflect on and answer the short answer question on the same handout. To apply new learning about
mood and tone, students construct a playlist for the two party scenes.

Extend

Students play their soundtracks for the whole class. As an extension activity, consider making a class
playlist for these two parties by having students choose their favorite songs selected by their peers and
combining them. As another extension activity, students can choose another scene from the novel to
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construct a soundtrack for.

Evaluate
This playlist can be evaluated using the rubric attached to the Party Playlists handout.
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Standards

Oklahoma Academic Standards: English Language Arts (Grade 10)

10.7.R: Analyze and evaluate the techniques used in a variety of multimodal content and how they
contribute to meaning.

Attachments

Chapter 3 Excerpt—It's My Party - Spanish.docx

Chapter 3 Excerpt—It's My Party - Spanish.pdf
Chapter 3 Excerpt—It's My Party.docx

Chapter 3 Excerpt—It's My Party.pdf
Chapter 6 Excerpt—It's My Party - Spanish.docx

Chapter 6 Excerpt—It's My Party - Spanish.pdf
Chapter 6 Excerpt—It's My Party.docx

Chapter 6 Excerpt—It's My Party.pdf
Lesson Slides—It's My Party.pptx

Party Playlists—It's My Party - Spanish.docx
Party Playlists—It's My Party - Spanish.pdf
Party Playlists—It's My Party.docx

Party Playlists—It's My Party.pdf

Materials

Lesson Slides (attached)

Chapter 3 Excerpt handout (attached)
Chapter 6 Excerpt handout (attached)
Party Playlists handout (attached)
Highlighters of various colors
Speakers

Computer and internet to access Blendspace (optional)
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Engage

Students will be introduced to mood and tone by evaluating the differences between the two terms through
viewing two versions of the same movie trailer. First, the teacher should show the original trailer for the
movie Mrs. Doubtfire. Slides 3-8 hold the instructions for this activity.

Embedded video
https://youtube.com/watch?v=i8bONcsjaVo

Sample Student Responses

Students might have responses like, "The movie seems like a horror movie because of the suspenseful
music and creepy sounds" or "The maker of the trailer doesn't want us to trust Mrs. Doubtfire. Based
on the anxiety-inducing sound effects, it almost seems like the maker is warning us".

Teacher's Note

During both rounds of student response sharing, record their thoughts on the board or document
camera. Consider drawing a two-column note-recorder with one column labeled "Atmosphere" and one
labeled "Attitude." Students don't yet know this, but these columns will serve as an introduction to
talking about mood and tone.

https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/lesson/418?rev=44219


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i8bONcsjaVo
https://youtube.com/watch?v=i8bONcsjaVo
https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/lesson/418?rev=44219

Page 5 of 11

Explore

After analyzing the differences between the two Mrs. Doubtfire trailers, look again at the two columns you
made labeled "Atmosphere" and "Attitude." Ask students if they know which literary terms correspond with
atmosphere and attitude in a piece of literature.

Move to slide 10 to introduce that the responses recorded about atmosphere were describing the mood of
the trailers. Use slide 10 to review the definition and examples of mood.

Teacher's Note

On slide 11 is a photo from a film version of The Great Gatsby. In the right column, record student
responses about what moods are shown in the photo.

Move to slide 12 to introduce that the responses recorded about atmosphere were describing the tone of
the maker of the trailers. Use slide 12 to review the definition and examples of tone.

Teacher's Note

On slide 13 is a photo from a film version of The Great Gatsby. In the right column, record student
responses about what tones are shown in the photo.

Now that students have established (or reviewed) what mood and tone are in literature, as well as practiced
coming up with mood and tone terms for photographs, they will now practice analyzing excerpts of The
Great Gatsby for the two elements. Students will analyze the two primary party scenes in Chapters 3 and 6
for mood and tone using the Why-Lighting strategy. To use this strategy with the two party scenes, choose
two colors of highlighters for students to use (one color for mood and one color for tone). As students re-
read those scenes, they will highlight instances in the text where a certain mood is created and certain
elements where F. Scott Fitzgerald's tone is clear. As students highlight, they will annotate in the margins
about why they highlighted certain words and phrases; the annotations should make clear what mood is
created and what tone is conveyed.

Although you can use the text for the Why-Lighting strategy, if you or your students are unable to highlight
in books then consider using the attachments of Chapter 3 and Chapter 6 excerpts with the Project
Gutenberg version of the text.

Once students have completed their Why-Lighting of the two passages, pass out copies of attached Party
Playlists handout to each student. On the first page of this handout is a space for students to organize
their thoughts about the two party scenes. In the three column chart, students are to record what they
learned about 1) what happened/plot, 2) the mood of the parties, and 3) the tone communicated at each.
Right now students may record broad or vague examples, with the expectation that they will get more
specific soon.
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Teacher's Note

As a reminder: the first scene in Chapter 3 is a highly raucous party, the one where Nick is invited
personally by Gatsby and where Jordan learns of Gatsby's love for Daisy. In this first party scene, there
is hope; Gatsby wants to get Daisy to his home through the help of Jordan and Nick. The second scene
in Chapter 6 is the party where Gatsby hopes to impress Daisy, who is in attendance with Tom. Here in
the second scene there is much tension as Tom sees Gatsby as a fraud and Gatsby tries his hardest to
show Daisy a good time.
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Explain

Once students have Why-Lighted both passages describing the party scenes in Chapters 3 and 6 and
completed the first part of the handout, they will now return to the essential question, "How can music help
establish mood and tone?" on slide 14. After reading this question again, gather students' thoughts on this
qguestion. What ideas do they have? What examples can they provide?

Teacher's Note

At this point, refer back to the Engage stage of this lesson where students analyzed the differences
between the two Mrs. Doubtfire movie trailers. What can they remember about how music changed the
mood and tone of the trailers?

Ask students to look at the second page of the Party Playlists handout. Inform students that they will be
creating the playlists for Jay Gatsby's famous shindigs! The instructions on the handout are as follows:
Consider the question: How can music help establish mood and tone? After you have completed the Why-
Lighting of the party scenes in Chapters 3 and 6, choose from each scene: 1) 3 pieces of text evidence, 2)
mood or tone identification, 3) a song to accompany this point in the plot that appropriately and effectively
communicates the mood or tone found.

Here, students will get much more specific with their analysis of the two party scenes from the text. Since
they are relating mood and tone to music, their next step will be to find songs to construct playlists for each
of the parties. Ask students, "Now that you get the "vibe" of these parties through examining their mood and tone,
what songs do you think would be appropriate to be playing?" and "Why would you choose certain songs to play at
these parties of Gatsby's?" Slides 15 and 16 hold the directions for the playlist assignment.

Just as they did with the first page of the handout, ask students to fill out the second page with information
to help them organize their thoughts about their playlists. These examples will be more specific though, and
should be cited with page numbers. For each song chosen, there should also be a rationale included.
Students can either plan using the page provided or on a separate sheet of paper if more room is needed.

Once all evidence and a strong song selection has been made, inform students that they will be creating
their playlists using an online creation and presentation platform called Blendspace, which allows them to
make interactive presentations. When creating their Blendspace playlist, students will create six squares to
host their six chosen songs. For each square, they will then add text that includes: 1) Song title, 2) Party #1
or 2, 3) Brief description of scene, 4) Text Evidence, and 5) Mood/Tone conveyed.

Teacher's Note

Consider taking time to familiarize yourself with www.tes.com/lessons to use Blendspace as a

presentation platform. This is a great tool for student-centered creations and will be an exciting
addition to their learning experience. Of course, using Blendspace is merely one suggestion for
composing these playlists; this lesson can easily be adapted to suit individual classroom needs.
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https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/tech-tool/608
file:///C:/www/sites/learn/current/var/cache/prod/snappy/www.tes.com/lessons
https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/lesson/418?rev=44219

Page 8 of 11

Teacher's Note

Blendspace is easy to use and students can log in using a Google account. Provide plenty of support
when exploring Blendspace and consider having your own account and tutorial set up to guide
students through the process.

As a final step after the playlists have been constructed, students will analyze the connection between music
and mood and tone in which they will respond to the following questions: How can music help establish mood
and tone? How did your two playlists differ and how did the songs convey mood and tone? As stated on the
handout, this can be answered on another sheet of paper.
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Extend

Consider having students play their playlists for one another, either in small groups or for the whole class.
To take this a step further, have students present their Blendspaces and then construct a class playlist with
the "hits" from different students' playlists.

As an additonal extension activity, students could add another row of squares to their Blendspace to add
more songs or they could construct a playlist for another scene in the book.
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Evaluate

On the Party Playlists handout, there is a simple rubric that be used to evaluate this project. Consider also
using slide 17 as a reminder for students. The slide informs students that their final project will include the
1) completed handout with analysis question, 2) an accessible playlist printed or shared from Blendspace,

and 3) the rubric.
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