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Essential Question
How do punctuation and sentence mood convey meaning to the reader? What are indicative, imperative,
and interrogative sentences? 

Summary
In this lesson, students will distinguish between indicative, imperative, and interrogative sentences.
Students will act out different types of sentences and write their own sentences in indicative, imperative,
and interrogative mood. While this lesson is currently aligned only to 8th grade standards, it would be
appropriate to teach in grades 7 through 8 , adjusting standards as needed.

Snapshot
Engage

Students view different emojis and identify the feeling or thinking associated with each.

Explore

Student pairs match sentences to the emojis. Students discuss how their voice changes tone when
reading sentences with different moods.

Explain

Students identify sentence mood appropriately using a text excerpt from Rudyard Kipling's "Rikki-Tikki-
Tavi."

Extend

Students create sentences of their own in the indicative, imperative, and interrogative moods by playing
a "Spin-a-Sentence" game.

Evaluate

The "Spin-a-Sentence" game and the identification of sentence mood in selected text will serve as
assessments of this lesson. The lesson also contains a Kahoots activity for students.
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Standards
Oklahoma Academic Standards for English Language Arts (Grade 8)

8.5.W.5: Students will form and use verbs in the indicative, imperative, interrogative, conditional, and
subjunctive mood.

Attachments

Emoji Matching Activity—Types of Sentences - Spanish.docx

Emoji Matching Activity—Types of Sentences - Spanish.pdf

Emoji Matching Activity—Types of Sentences.docx

Emoji Matching Activity—Types of Sentences.pdf

Lesson Slides—Types of Sentences.pptx

Rikki-Tikki-Tavi Excerpt Handout—Types of Sentences - Spanish.docx

Rikki-Tikki-Tavi Excerpt Handout—Types of Sentences - Spanish.pdf

Rikki-Tikki-Tavi Excerpt Handout—Types of Sentences.docx

Rikki-Tikki-Tavi Excerpt Handout—Types of Sentences.pdf

Rikki-Tikki-Tavi Full Version—Types of Sentences.pdf

Spin A Sentence Game Handout—Types of Sentences - Spanish.docx

Spin A Sentence Game Handout—Types of Sentences - Spanish.pdf

Spin A Sentence Game Handout—Types of Sentences.docx

Spin A Sentence Game Handout—Types of Sentences.pdf

Spin A Sentence Game Wheel—Types of Sentences.docx

Spin A Sentence Game Wheel—Types of Sentences.pdf

Teacher Answer Key for Excerpt Handout—Types of Sentences.docx

Teacher Answer Key for Excerpt Handout—Types of Sentences.pdf

Materials

Pencils

Large paper clips

"Spin-A-Sentence" game wheel (attached)

"Spin-A-Sentence" student handout (attached)

Emoji matching activity handout (attached)

Excerpt from Rudyard Kipling's "Rikki-Tikki-Tavi" story (class set)

Internet-connected devices for technology activity and assessment (optional)
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Engage
Begin the lesson by displaying the title slide 1 and then the essential questions on slides 2 and 3. Ask
students what would happen to readers if there was no punctuation in a text?

Sample Student Responses

Possible student responses might include: "We wouldn't understand what we are reading," "We wouldn't
understand the author's purpose or message," or "It would all run together," among others.

Display slide 4. Combine an Elbow Partner strategy and a Think-Pair-Share strategy to engage students and
elicit their prior knowledge. Ask students to think about the emoji shown, determine what feeling the face
expresses, and then share their thoughts with a partner. Randomly call on a few sets of partners to discuss
how they decided the feeling that the emoji conveyed. What were their clues?

Display slide 5. Ask students to think for a moment about this emoji. Ask students to find a different elbow
partner and share what feeling they think this face expresses. Randomly call on partners to discuss how
they chose the feeling for this emoji. What were the clues?

Display slide 6. Ask students to think about this emoji for a moment. Again, have students find another
elbow partner and share what feeling they think this face expresses. Randomly call on more partners to
discuss how they chose the feeling for the emoji. What were the clues for this emoji?

Page 3 of 8

https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/lesson/427?rev=24807

https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/strategy/ccc07ea2d6099763c2dbc9d05b00c4b4
https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/strategy/d9908066f654727934df7bf4f5064b49
https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/lesson/427?rev=24807


Explore
Explain to students that punctuation gives us clues about the writer's purpose or the "mood" the writer
wants to convey. Display slide 7 and let students know that today they are going to examine and explore
three sentence types or moods. Go over each sentence mood (imperative, indicative, and interrogative)
with the students.

After reading the information for imperative sentences, ask for a volunteer to give an example of an
imperative sentence. Follow the same procedure, reading the information and asking volunteers for
examples, for the remaining two sentence types.

Have students pair again with a former elbow partner. Pass out the attached Emoji/Sentence Matching
handout. Display the directions on slide 8. Ask pairs to look at the sentences at the bottom of the page and
place them in the column that best fits with that emoji. You may wish to display slide 7 again as partners
work together. Allow 15 to 20 minutes for this activity.

Have partners check their work with slide 9. Ask how many partners got all answers correct? Ask how many
only missed one? Missed two?

Teacher's Note: Formative Assessment

If students incorrectly categorized some of the sentences, take time to discuss where they placed the
sentence and their reasoning for doing so. Try to dispel misconceptions.

Ask partners to take turns saying the sentences aloud. Encourage them to read expressively and tell them
to listen to how their voice changes for each type of sentence. Does their voice go up or down at the end of
the sentence? Does the voice get louder? Does it get softer? Allow time (10 minutes) for partners to say the
sentences aloud and listen for voice changes.

Now, as a class, discuss voice changes for each sentence mood. Start with the indicative mood and ask a
volunteer to read aloud one sentence from slide 9. Ask for other class members to comment on how the
reader's voice changed during the sentence. Continue with examples for each mood using sentences from
slide 9.
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Explain

Teacher's Note: Reading Resources

The next part of the lesson uses excerpts from "Rikki-Tikki-Tavi," a story from Rudyard Kipling's The
Jungle Book. A PDF copy of the full version of "Rikki-Tikki-Tavi" is provided in the attachments if you wish
to read the story aloud or with students in your class. You will also find attached an excerpt from the
story to be used as a handout in the following activity. In addition, a YouTube reading of the story, with
illustrations, can be found here. (A link to the full URL may be found in the Resources below.)

Based on the previous emoji activity, the teacher can determine if this next task can be completed by
students individually or with their same partner. Pass out the Rikk-Tikki-Tavi excerpt handout and display
slide 10. Tell students that we will be looking at an excerpt from the short story, "Rikki-Tikki-Tavi" by Rudyard
Kipling. Some sentences in the excerpt are numbered and underlined.

With their partner or individually, ask students to get out a sheet of notebook paper, put their name on the
notebook paper, and number one through fifteen. Students are to determine the sentence type of each
underlined sentence in the excerpts and write the correct type on their notebook paper. If they are unsure
of the mood of the sentence, students should read the sentence aloud to see if doing so helps them
distinguish the sentence type. You may also wish to display slide 7 again as a reference while students are
working on this activity.

This handout may be turned in by students as an assessment of the lesson, or you may use the activity for
class discussion. A copy of the answers is provided.
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Extend

Teacher's Note: Preparing The Spin A Sentence Game Card Template

Prior to the start of this activity, make copies of the attached Spin-A-Sentence wheel template to use as
game cards. One game card is needed for every three or four players. It is recommended that the Spin-
A-Sentence wheel be printed on heavy paper or card stock for durability. Each group of students will
also need one pencil and a large paper clip to play the game. Group students who will be able to
complete the tasks together. While this activity is designed to be played as a game, it is also a further
assessment of the learning objectives.

Assign partners or create new groups of three or four. Distribute to each group a Spin-A-Sentence game
wheel card, a large paper clip, and ask that one of the students contribute a pencil for gameplay. Pass out
the attached Spin-A-Sentence handout to every player. Show the directions on slide 11. As demonstrated in
the image, students can place their paper clip in the center of the wheel, holding it in place with a pencil, and
spin. Where the paper clip stops indicates the "spin option" or type of sentence to be created and added to
the chart on the handout. Each player must create their own sentence in the correct mood using the
characters from "Rikki-Tikki-Tavi" as subject prompts listed on the handout.
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Evaluate
The emoji matching activity, the "Rikki-Tikki-Tavi" sentence types handout, and the student-created
sentences from the Spin-A-Sentence game can all serve as assessments for this lesson.

OPTIONAL: An additional activity could involve student groups creating a rap or chant that shares tips on to
how to identify "sentence mood" correctly. Randomly assign groups to each sentence type—indicative,
imperative, or interrogative.

Optional Technology Activity And Assessment

Kahoot! is a website where teachers can create games for students that relate to subject matter
material. The website contains a game to teach imperative, indicative and interrogative sentences.
Students can play the game one-on-one or form teams. They will need internet-connected laptops,
Chromebooks, iPads, or cell phones to participate in the game either on their own or in groups. You
may create your own Kahoot login that will allow you to access the students' scores after they play the
game.
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Resources

K20 Center. (n.d.). Elbow Partners. Strategies. https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/strategy/116

K20 Center. (n.d.). Kahoot!. Tech Tools. https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/tech-tool/637

K20 Center. (n.d.). Think-Pair-Share. Strategies. https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/strategy/139

Kipling, R. (1894). Rikki-Tikki-Tavi. The Jungle Book. Harper and Brothers: New York, NY. Ebook. Project
Gutenberg. https://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/236

Studios, I. (2014, April 20). Rikki-Tikki-Tavi. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TK35A5IHB3Q
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