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Essential Question
How can sensory details add to a piece of writing? What makes me who I am?

Summary
In this lesson, students explore descriptive writing and sensory details then use those concepts to create a
short piece of writing. Students consider examples of sensory details, identify sensory details in a short
work, then create a descriptive, self-reflective work using writing that appeals to the five senses.

Snapshot
Engage

Students complete a focused free-write about their life and identity.

Explore

Students watch a short video about including sensory details in writing, then use sensory details to
describe a block of cheddar cheese.

Explain

Students brainstorm and share examples of sensory words.

Extend

Students identify sensory details in a piece of writing, then respond to a prompt using sensory details.

Evaluate

Students read and provide feedback on each other’s writing, then create final drafts using the notes from
their peers.
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Standards
ACT College and Career Readiness Standards - English (6-12)

TOD 403: Use a word, phrase, or sentence to accomplish a straightforward purpose (e.g., conveying a
feeling or attitude)

Oklahoma Academic Standards for English Language Arts (Grade 7)

7.2.W.1: Students will apply components of a recursive writing process for multiple purposes to create a
focused, organized, and coherent piece of writing.
7.2.W.4: Students will edit and revise multiple drafts for organization, transitions to improve coherence
and meaning, using a consistent point of view.
7.8.W: Students will write independently over extended periods of time (e.g., time for research, reflection,
and revision) and for shorter timeframes (e.g., a single sitting or a day or two), vary their modes of
expression to suit audience and task, and discover different perspectives.

act.org (6-12)

L&C 401: A score in this range indicates that the writer is able to: -Make adequate word choices that
convey the argument with clarity -Make stylistic choices, including voice, tone, and diction, that are
appropriate for the given writing purpose and topic

Attachments

Identity Chart—Who Am I.docx

Identity Chart—Who Am I.pdf

Lesson Slides—Who Am I.pptx

My Life in a Photograph—Who Am I.docx

My Life in a Photograph—Who Am I.pdf

Peer Revision Checklist—Who Am I.docx

Peer Revision Checklist—Who Am I.pdf

Sensory Word List—Who Am I.docx

Sensory Word List—Who Am I.pdf

Materials

Lesson Slides (attached)

My Life in a Photograph handout (attached; one per student)

Sensory Word List handout (attached; one per student)

Identity Chart handout (attached; one per student)

Peer Revision Checklist handout (attached; one per student)

“The Jacket” by Gary Soto short story (linked; one per student or access to the digital story)

Highlighters (one set of five different colors per group)

Block of sharp cheddar cheese (optional)
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10 minutes

Engage

Teacher's Note: Free-Write Preparation

Prior to the lesson, consider creating an example free-write using the My Life in a Photograph
handout. When shared with students, your free-write may serve as an example of the activity as well as
an opportunity to build relationships through shared life experiences.

Use the attached Lesson Slides to guide the lesson. Display slide 2 and introduce the title of the lesson.
Transition through slides 3–4 and read the essential questions and lesson objectives.

Distribute one copy of the My Life in a Photograph handout and show slide 5. Tell students that they are
to complete a timed free-write about the topic on the slide using their handouts. Notify students that they
should write continuously for five minutes about the prompt and focus on putting as many ideas on paper
as possible. Assure students that their writing does not have to be high-quality and that there are no right
or wrong ideas. If you created a sample free-write, consider sharing it with students before they begin
writing. Start the 5-minute timer and have students start writing.

Show slide 6 after time is up and have students find an Elbow Partner. Tell students to discuss their writing
with a nearby partner. Allow students adequate time to discuss, then call on volunteers to share out a few
responses from each section of their handouts.
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15 minutes

Explore
Have students hold on to their free-write papers. Tell them that they will add to their free-writes later in the
lesson to create descriptive writing.

Display slide 7 and show the Sensory Details video to the class. The video discusses the process of adding
sensory details to enhance a piece of writing.

Teacher's Note: Creating Sensory Awareness

The Sensory Details video invites students to consider sensory details related to a wedge of sharp
cheddar cheese. To heighten students’ sensory awareness, consider displaying a block of cheddar
cheese in the classroom. Later in the lesson, students will have the opportunity to see, touch, and smell
the cheese.

Embedded video

https://youtube.com/watch?v=kWIGhi0lVmw

Display slide 8. Using either the physical block of cheddar cheese or the image of the wedge of cheddar
cheese on the slide, have partners work together to describe the visual appearance of the cheese.
Encourage students to consider how they would describe the cheese to a person who has never seen
cheddar before. Allow students adequate time to write, then invite volunteers to share out their
descriptions.

Transition to slide 9. Ask students to now consider how they may use sensory details to appeal to the sense
of touch. How does a block of cheddar cheese feel to the touch? How would they describe the texture? Can
they think of things that may feel similar to the cheese that they could use for comparison? Have partners
collaborate to create a descriptive sentence that appeals to the sense of touch. Consider inviting one
student at a time to touch the block of cheddar cheese. Allow students a few minutes to create their
sentences, then invite pairs to share out their descriptions.
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15 minutes

Explain

Teacher's Note: Activity Preparation

In this phase of the lesson, students will participate in an activity that involves background music. You
may consider choosing the music for the activity in advance.

Pass out one copy of the attached Sensory Word List handout to each student. Display slide 10 and have
students take a moment to read through the words on the handout, then instruct them to add as many
additional sensory words to the charts as possible.

Display slide 11 and explain the instructions for the Mingle activity. Tell students that they should walk
around the room and mingle with other students while music plays. Once the music stops, they must
partner up with the person closest to them and compare their lists of sensory words. Both partners should
add words from each other’s lists to their own. Allow students time to compare lists then start the music
again. Repeat this process two or three more times.
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30 minutes

Extend

Teacher's Note: Activity Preparation

Prior to the lesson, print copies of the short story “The Jacket” by Gary Soto or provide students with
access to the link so they may read a digital copy.

You may access this work digitally without an account. To print copies of the story, you must visit
CommonLit.org and log in or sign up for a free account. Return to this lesson and follow the link to the
work you would like to print. Select “Download PDF” and follow the directions to print copies of the
story.

For students whose first language is not English, CommonLit.org provides translations of the digital
versions of the story. Have students select “Translate” above the “Activities” box and choose their
preferred language. Once they select a language, a globe will appear to the left of each paragraph.
Students may then click on the globes to read a translation of each section in a pop-up window.

Tell students that they must now identify sensory details in someone else’s writing. Distribute one copy of
“The Jacket” by Gary Soto to each student or provide them with the link to access the short story digitally.

Display slide 12 and pass out one copy of the Identity Chart handout to each student. Read aloud the
directions on the slide and explain to students how to fill out the Identity Chart. Have students fill out their
charts with sensory words that were used in the short story. Tell students to notate which senses each
words appeal either beside the words or by marking each with a color or symbol and creating a key.

Allow approximately five to seven minutes for students to work. Invite students to share out some of the
sensory details they found in the passage.

Teacher's Note: Assessment

You may consider collecting students’ Identity Charts to serve as an assessment of the lesson alongside
the assessments included in the Evaluate section.

Show slide 13 and read aloud the prompt, “What makes you feel like “you”?”

Tell students to respond to the prompt by writing about an event or place that makes them feel like
themselves. Have students describe where they are, what they’re doing, and why this place, activity, or event
brings out their true selves.

Tell students that they must write at least two paragraphs and their writing must contain sensory details
that appeal to at least three of the five senses. Encourage students to revisit their My Life in a Photograph
free-writes and Sensory Word Lists for inspiration.
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10 minutes

Evaluate

Teacher's Note: Categorical Highlighting Materials

In this phase of the lesson, each student will highlight sensory details in their partner’s work using a
different color for each of the five senses. Slide 14 includes the following colors assigned to each sense:

Sight = Yellow

Smell = Green

Touch = Pink

Taste = Blue

Sound = Orange

You may choose to change these colors on the slide depending on the colors you have available. You
may also choose to have students annotate the senses using colored pencils, crayons, or whichever
coloring utensils you have on hand.

Once students have completed their two paragraphs, have them find a partner. Pass out one copy of the
attached Peer Revision Checklist handout to each student and display slide 14. Pass out one set of
highlighters to each student and introduce the Categorical Highlighting strategy. Tell students to use the
key present on the slide to highlight details related to the five senses in their partner’s writing.

Tell students to use their Peer Revision Checklist as a guide to review their partner’s work. Explain that they
should provide feedback to their partner using the checklist as they annotate sensory details in their
partner’s writing. Have students trade papers.

Once students have finished reviewing each other’s papers, transition to slide 15. Have them return their
papers to the original authors along with the Peer Review Checklist. Have each student review their
partner’s notes then edit their writing based on the feedback.

Have students create a final draft of their paragraphs. Instruct students to turn in their final drafts along
with the Peer Revision Checklist they received from their partner. Use students’ final drafts as an
assessment of the lesson.
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