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Essential Question
What can a person's sense of smell reveal about their memories and emotions?

Summary
In this lesson, students will compose haiku inspired by an analysis of the connection between smell and
memory in F. Scott Fitzgerald's novel "The Great Gatsby."

Snapshot
Engage

Students watch a video about the connections between smell and memory.

Explore

Students read and discuss an article about the connections between smell and memory, and then look
for these connections within text evidence from The Great Gatsby.

Explain

Students compose haiku using the connections between smell and memory that they identified in The
Great Gatsby.

Extend

Students arrange their haiku into visual concrete poems.

Evaluate

Students' work is evaluated using a rubric.
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Standards
Oklahoma Academic Standards: English Language Arts (Grade 10)

10.1.S.2: Follow agreed-upon rules as they engage in collaborative discussions about what they are
reading and writing, expressing their own ideas clearly, building on the ideas of others, and respectfully
disagreeing when necessary in pairs, diverse groups, and whole-class settings.
10.3.W.1: Compose narratives reflecting real or imagined experiences that:

include engaging plots involving well-developed, complex characters resolving conflicts
establish narrator(s) that enhance(s) the narrative
are intentionally sequenced in a way to achieve a specific effect
provide clear descriptions, using precise language, sensory details, and dialogue
include varied syntax to enhance readability
emulate literary elements and/or literary devices from mentor texts

Attachments

Haiku Rubric—Memory Haiku.docx

Haiku Rubric—Memory Haiku.pdf

Lesson Slides—Memory Haiku.pptx

Smell and Memory Jigsaw Article—Memory Haiku.docx

Smell and Memory Jigsaw Article—Memory Haiku.pdf

The Great Gatsby and the Sense of Smell—Memory Haiku.docx

The Great Gatsby and the Sense of Smell—Memory Haiku.pdf

Materials

Lesson Slides (attached)

The Great Gatsby and the Sense of Smell handout (attached; one per student)

Smell and Memory Jigsaw Article (attached; one per student)

Paper and writing materials

Memory Haiku Rubric (attached)
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Engage
Display slide 3, and present the lesson's essential question: What can a person's sense of smell reveal about
their memories and emotions?

Teacher's Note: Five Senses Review

Because this lesson is focused on one of the five senses, you might want to engage in a brief, whole-
class discussion to review this concept. Consider asking questions such as the following: Who can name
all five senses? What can be said about each? Why is each sense important when reading a novel?

Engage students in a Think-Pair-Share activity to get them thinking about the sense of smell.

1. Think: Ask students to think about the Quick Write prompt on slide 4, and give them a few minutes to
choose an event and write a description of how that event smells.

2. Pair: Display slide 5. Have students each find an Elbow Partner and discuss what they wrote.

3. Share: Display slide 6. Ask students to share their thoughts with the whole class.

Teacher's Note: Smell and Memory

As students are sharing their ideas with the whole class, ask students questions such as: Why do you
think smell helps us remember things a certain way? and What other smells bring up certain memories for you?

Display slide 7, and share the video, titled How Smell Triggers Memories.

Embedded video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vY-HbcPInXw

After watching the video, ask students what they found new and interesting in the information that was
presented. What connections can they identify between the video and their Quick Write?
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Explore
Now that students have begun thinking about the connection between memory and smell, they will work
together in groups to read an article written on the subject.

Divide students into five groups. and pass out copies of the "Smell and Memory" Jigsaw Article. This
handout has an excerpt from an online article called “Why Do Smells Trigger Memories?” by Sabrina
Stierwalt. The handout is divided into three different sections and can be read by having students use the
Jigsaw strategy.

Assign each group a different section to read. (The sections are numbered on the handout.) Groups are
responsible for reading only the section assigned to them and then will share what they learned with the
whole class.

After students have completed reading their assigned sections, display the quote from Vladimir Nabokov on
slide 8: “Nothing revives the past so completely as a smell that was once associated with it.”

Give students a few minutes to read and think about the quote, and then ask, What is the connection between
your assigned passage and this quote? What did you learn from your reading that gives you perspective on this
quote?

After discussing connections between the "Smell and Memory" Jigsaw Article and the Nabokov quote, ask
students to consider how this sensory link might relate to The Great Gatsby.
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Explain
After students have shared their ideas about how the sense of smell relates to The Great Gatsby, display slide
9. This slide has a quote from chapter 5, which reads: “With enchanting murmurs Daisy admired this aspect
or that of the feudal silhouette against the sky, admired the gardens, the sparkling odor of jonquils and the
frothy odor of kiss-me-at-the-gate.”

Teacher's Note: Page Number

Prior to the lesson, consider finding the page number in your edition of The Great Gatsby so that your
students can refer to the quote in context.

This quote provides a clear example of where the sense of smell is mentioned in the text; Daisy is on Jay
Gatsby’s grounds and can smell the distinct aroma of the various flowers. Ask students to use their notes
from the Quick Write exercise about smell and memory to consider which memories might be conjured for
Daisy from smelling those flowers.

Teacher’s Note: Leading Questions

Consider asking questions such as: Would she remember things about the past that she and Jay shared? and
Would she be caused to think about her husband, Tom, while in Jay’s garden?

Pass out a copy of the handout The Great Gatsby and the Sense of Smell to each student. This handout will
walk students through the process of brainstorming and writing a haiku.

The quote from slide 9 appears at the top of the handout. Tell students that before they fill out the handout
on their own, you will work through an example as a whole class. Use the quote as inspiration to fill out an
example of the Brainstorming chart on the board. For example, in the "Memories Evoked" section, students
might make the following observation: Daisy might remember what it was like to be young and in love with Jay
before he left to make his fortune.

After working with students to fill out the example chart on the board, connecting The Great Gatsby to the
sense of smell in the novel, discuss the steps that students will take to write their own haiku. To introduce
haiku, first ask students what they know about this poetic form. Slides 10 and 11 hold information about
and examples of this traditional Japanese poem.

After introducing students to the haiku format (or refreshing their memories), display slide 12. Prompt
students to consider a character from the novel who has a "side" that the other characters might not see.
Solicit opinions as to how critical reading skills can help the reader to see these "hidden" sides.

Refer back to the handout. Using Slides 12 and 13, break down specifics for the assignment. Inform
students that they will be writing their own haiku, but they will be connecting it to scent and memory in The
Great Gatsby.
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Teacher's Note: Instructions

Focus on the instructions on slide 13: Use the Brainstorming space on your handout to plan for your
haiku. As with the group example, first find a character on whom to focus. Next, find a piece of
supporting text evidence that shows a connection (clear or inferred) between scent and memory. List
your character, text evidence, scent, memories evoked, and imagery. Finally, in the following portion of
the handout, write out your haiku, and make sure to give it a title.

Leave slide 12 up as you talk as a class about the Memory Haiku. Consider asking questions such as, Which
characters from the text do you think might have memories associated with a scent? and What imagery comes to
mind when you think of a character's memory? Provide plenty of support for students during the brainstorming
stage. Refer to the directions on the handout and slides 12 and 13, and reinforce that the Memory Haiku will
follow a traditional 5/7/5 syllable pattern, begin with a title, and end with a piece of cited text evidence that
shows the connection between the sense of smell and memory.

Ask students to type or write their final versions of the haiku on a separate sheet of paper.
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Extend
As an optional extension, consider having students turn their haiku into concrete poetry. Begin by showing
students the example in slide 14, “Forsythia,” by Mary Ellen Solt. Afterward, display slide 15, and explain to
students that concrete poetry takes the visual shape of the object or theme described in the poem.
Examples of concrete poetry can be found here. (You will find this same link in slide 15.) The original haiku
are beautiful as they are, and they should be presented and hung in the classroom if space allows, but the
visual bonus of concrete poetry gives them an extra boost.
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Evaluate
You will find attached to this lesson a Memory Haiku Rubric that can be used to evaluate your students’
poetry. You also have the option of passing out this rubric during the Explain phase if you want your
students to have an understanding of your expectations for the activity.
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