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Venezuela – The Maduro regime has undermined democratic institutions through electoral 
manipulation, repression of opposition, and centralized control over key state functions. 
 
Turkmenistan – The president wields unchecked power, enforces a personality cult, and 
controls media and civil life tightly. 
 
China – The Communist Party exercises centralized authority, suppresses dissent, and uses 
mass surveillance and censorship. 
 
Iran – A theocratic regime led by the Supreme Leader limits civil liberties and cracks down on 
opposition and protest. 
 
Belarus – President Lukashenko has ruled for decades with heavy repression of opposition, 
media control, and electoral manipulation. 
 
Russia – The Kremlin consolidates power through electoral control, media dominance, and 
criminalization of dissenting voices. 
 
Syria – Under Assad, the state has used brutal repression and military force to maintain 
authoritarian rule amid civil war. 
 
Saudi Arabia – The monarchy controls political expression, restricts civil liberties, and punishes 
critics harshly. 
 
Myanmar (Burma) – The military junta exerts strict control after a coup, violently repressing 
opposition and democracy movements. 
 
Angola – While nominally democratic, the ruling MPLA has maintained power for decades using 
state control of media, limited political freedoms, and alleged electoral irregularities. 
 
Nicaragua – President Ortega has consolidated power by dismantling democratic checks, 
suppressing opposition, and tightly controlling elections and civil society. 
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