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Essential Question
How does war impact people?  How did the Vietnam War impact soldiers?

Summary
Students will compare the readings from the novel, The Things They Carried, by Tim O’Brien, with textbook
information about the Vietnam War using an H Chart. During this unit, students will choose and research a
name from the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall and find out about a soldier's life and military service.
Upon completing the research, the students will make a short video or poster to honor the soldier and
share their research through video presentations to the class. Students will connect what they learned
about the Vietnam era and a real Vietnam veteran with what they read in The Things They Carried.

Snapshot
Engage

Students brainstorm what might be essential items for soldiers to carry into war.

Explore

Students read two different texts about Vietnam and in pairs complete an H Chart Synthesis Activity

Explain

Student pairs synthesize the information with the question: How do these two readings give you a view of
and a viewpoint about the Vietnam War?

Extend

Students will choose a fallen soldier from the Vietnam War Memorial Wall. They will research and create a
memorial video of the vet.

Evaluate

The H Chart response essay and the video of the Vietnam Vet will serve as assessments.
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Standards
Oklahoma Academic Standards (Social Studies: United States History (9th through 12th grade))

USH.6.3: Analyze the series of events and long term foreign and domestic consequences of the United
States’ military involvement in Vietnam including the Domino Theory, the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution, the
Tet Offensive, the presidential election of 1968, university student protests led by the counterculture
movement, expanded television coverage of the war, the War Powers Resolution Act, and the 26th
Amendment.

Attachments

Excerpt from The Things They Carried - Spanish.docx

Excerpt from The Things They Carried - Spanish.pdf

Excerpt from The Things They Carried.docx

Excerpt from The Things They Carried.pdf

H CHART - Spanish.docx

H CHART - Spanish.pdf

H CHART.docx

H CHART.pdf

Internet Resource List - Spanish.docx

Internet Resource List - Spanish.pdf

Internet Resource List.docx

Internet Resource List.pdf

Vietnam Era Multimedia Project Rubric - Spanish.docx

Vietnam Era Multimedia Project Rubric - Spanish.pdf

Vietnam Era Multimedia Project Rubric.docx

Vietnam Era Multimedia Project Rubric.pdf

Materials

Internet and computer access for students

Excerpts from The Things They Carried (provided)

Access to the textbook or websites about Vietnam. Websites are provided with an Internet Resource
List.

H Chart Graphic Organizer for all students (provided)

iPads or cameras with video capabilities--enough for sharing in a classroom.

Rubric for memorial presentation
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Engage
Students brainstorm a list of 5 items that they would "carry" in a backpack if they had to pack for a trip
where they knew they would not return for an extended time. With a neighbor, the student compares his or
her list and discusses why they chose certain items. Discuss as a class what items might be "essential".

The teacher introduces the idea of soldiers going to war and ask student pairs to brainstorm what might be
essential items for soldiers to carry. Student pairs share their lists through a class discussion, reasoning
what might be important or essential items.
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Explore
H Chart Activity: All students receive an H Chart graphic organizer. the teacher chooses students to work in
pairs. Using their textbook, the student pairs create a list of important events, ideas, places or information
about the Vietnam War. This list is written in the first "leg" of the H Chart. If not using the textbook, pass out
or post the resource list of websites about Vietnam.

Students receive selected passages from "The Things They Carried". There is an excerpt handout provided.
Student pairs write the important ideas about the reading in the second "leg" of the H Chart.

Teacher's Note- Another Option

If you do not wish to use the book or book excerpts, there are letters from soldiers of the Vietnam era
that could be used as primary source documents for the second "leg" of the H Chart. These are also
listed on the internet resource list.

Teacher's Note- Using The "h" Chart

The H Chart is a graphic organizer for comparing different types of texts together. The sides or legs of
the H Chart are used for the two different texts. The bar or bridge between the two texts is where
students can synthesize or "take away" what they learned from reading both texts. Usually this bridge
information is some insight or deeper meaning after reading both texts.
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Explain
The class discusses the legs of the chart, explaining why they chose the main points that they did. Discuss
how the two pieces of text differ or are similar.

Student pairs work together to write bullet points in the center of the H chart of how the readings together
contribute to a more in-depth understanding of Vietnam. The students should answer the following
question: How do these two readings give you a view of the Vietnam War (what it was like) and a viewpoint
about the Vietnam War (how the war impacted people).

H Charts can be discussed and shared with the class or once completed, turned in as a daily assignment.
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Extend
Remembering the Fallen—Pass out the internet resource list and the rubric for the video presentation. Go
over expectations for the memorial video. Students in groups of 2 or individually find a Vietnam War soldier
who was killed or declared missing in action during the Vietnam War from the suggested websites provided.
Students will create a short respectful video using the rubric as a guide for memorializing the fallen soldier.

Teacher's Note- Another Option

If iPads or cameras with video capability are not easily accessible, students could create a memorial
poster or computer generated power point. Poster materials would be needed and a possible separate
citation page. For the power point, the rubric could be modified to accommodate a power point
presentation.
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Evaluate
Student video presentations are presented and assessed according to the rubric. The H Chart can also be
an assessment for this lesson.
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Resources
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