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Essential Question
How do readers make sense of texts? 

Summary
In this lesson focused on literacy practices, students engage in a variety of reading strategies. Students
consider their reading processes before discovering annotation techniques, and then read and annotate a
short story and craft a multimodal response.

Snapshot
Engage

Students create a reading pictogram concerning how they make sense of what they read.

Explore

Students explore annotation strategies, including Beers's and Probst's Signposts.

Explain

Students examine pictograms for evidence of reading strategies: clarifying, evaluating, connecting,
visualizing, predicting, and questioning.

Extend

Students read and annotate Shirley Jackson's short story "Charles," applying Signposts and other reading
strategies.

Evaluate

Students write, design, and share multimodal responses to "Charles" and reflect on their reading
processes.
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Standards
Oklahoma Academic Standards: English Language Arts (Grade 8)

8.1.S.2: Engage in collaborative discussions about what they are reading and writing, expressing their
own ideas clearly while building on the ideas of others in pairs, diverse groups, and whole-class settings.
8.2.R.1: Summarize alphabetic and/or multimodal texts about similar topics to demonstrate
comprehension within and between texts.
8.2.R.3: Paraphrase a passage in their own words to demonstrate comprehension.
8.7.W: Create engaging multimodal content (i.e., alphabetic, aural, visual, gestural and/or spatial) that
intentionally addresses an audience and accomplishes a purpose.

Attachments

Charles Shirley Jackson—Considering Charles - Spanish.docx

Charles Shirley Jackson—Considering Charles - Spanish.pdf

Charles Shirley Jackson—Considering Charles.docx

Charles Shirley Jackson—Considering Charles.pdf

Materials

Charles by Shirley Jackson (attached; 1 per student)

Writing materials

White copy paper
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Engage
Ask students the following question: How do you make sense of what you read? Ask students to think and
respond briefly in writing, and then share their thoughts with a classmate.

Next, ask students to define the term/concept pictogram, relying on their prior knowledge and experiences.
Students should have an idea that pictures will be involved.

Distribute white copy paper and ask students to draw pictures of what goes on in their minds as they read.
Provide them with art supplies and allow some time for students to draw.

Encourage students to share their ideas with you, their peers, and the whole class.
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Explore
To transition into the Explore section, ask students, "What does it mean to annotate?" After a brief
discussion, ask, "Why is it important to re-read or re-visit text?" Encourage students to share their
responses.

Visit Brent Peterson's "Notice and Note Lessons" video playlist: https://www.youtube.com/playlist?
list=PLAF469SQhojEKgthLS7RlEmk91Slo8ldt

If devices are available, students can explore these videos individually or in pairs/groups. If not, you can
show the videos to the whole class.

Utilizing the I Notice, I Wonder instructional strategy, ask students to take notes on what they notice and
wonder as they watch the videos.

After watching, students should have a surface-level understanding of the following Signposts:

Aha Moments

Contrasts and Contradictions

Again and Again

Memory Moments

Words of the Wiser

Tough Questions

Assure students that they will use these Signposts later in the lesson when they read a short story.
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Explain
Have students revisit their pictograms from the Engage section.

Ask students, again, what reading strategies they use. During the conversation, guide students toward the
following strategies that many readers use:

Clarifying

Evaluating

Connecting

Visualizing

Predicting

Questioning

Ask students to consider if any of these strategies showed up in their pictogram (or now), how, and why (or
why not).
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Extend
Have students read and annotate the short story with the handout Charles by Shirley Jackson. Students
can read individually, in pairs/groups, or as a whole class.

As students read, encourage them to look for signposts and annotate to clarify, evaluate, connect, visualize,
predict, and question.
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Evaluate
Students will write, design, and share multimodal responses to the short story using the following list of
prompts:

Clarifying:

Today I learned something new. I learned that...

I didn't understand what I read today because...

What I read doesn't make sense to me because...

Connecting:

What I ready today makes me think about...

If I were ___ (name the character) at this point, I would...

Evaluating:

What I read today was mostly about one character. This characters is a(n) ___ kind of person. I can tell
this because...

I'm not sure I really like this story. The reason I'm unsure is that...

Predicting:

I predict...

Questioning:

I wonder why...

One question I have about the story is...

Visualizing:

An image that stands out in my mind is...

Encourage students to share their responses with their peers and, also, to reflect back on their initial
pictogram to consider if/how their reading processes have changed.
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Resources

Beers, G. K., & Probst, R. E. (2013). Notice & note: Strategies for close reading. Portsmouth, NH:
Heinemann.

K20 Center. (n.d.). I notice, I wonder. strategies.
https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/strategy/d9908066f654727934df7bf4f507d1a7

Peterson, Brent. (2015). Notice and note lessons [Video playlist]. https://www.youtube.com/playlist?
list=PLAF469SQhojEKgthLS7RlEmk91Slo8ldt
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