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POEMS 

Grass 

Carl Sandburg 

Pile the bodies high at Austerlitz and Waterloo. 

Shovel them under and let me work— 

                                          I am the grass; I cover all. 

 

And pile them high at Gettysburg 

And pile them high at Ypres and Verdun. 

Shovel them under and let me work. 

Two years, ten years, and passengers ask the conductor: 

                                          What place is this? 

                                          Where are we now? 

 

                                          I am the grass. 

                                          Let me work. 
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Richard Cory 
 
Edwin Arlington Robinson, 1869 - 1935 
 
Whenever Richard Cory went down town, 
We people on the pavement looked at him: 
He was a gentleman from sole to crown, 
Clean favored and imperially slim. 
 
And he was always quietly arrayed, 
And he was always human when he talked, 
But still he fluttered pulses when he said, 
“Good-morning," and he glittered when he walked. 
 
And he was rich--yes, richer than a king-- 
And admirably schooled in every grace: 
In fine, we thought that he was everything 
To make us wish that we were in his place. 
 
So on we worked, and waited for the light, 
And went without the meat and cursed the bread; 
And Richard Cory, one calm summer night, 
Went home and put a bullet through his head. 
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The Silent Slain  

Archibald MacLeish 

We too, we too, descending once again 
The hills of our own land, we too have heard 
Far off -- Ah, que ce cor a longue haleine -- 
The horn of Roland in the passages of Spain, 
the first, the second blast, the failing third, 
And with the third turned back and climbed once more 
The steep road southward, and heard faint the sound 
Of swords, of horses, the disastrous war, 
And crossed the dark defile at last, and found 
At Roncevaux upon the darkening plain 
The dead against the dead and on the silent ground 
The silent slain --  

 


