Alice Walker on Quilting
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INTERVIEW Excerpted s a 1992 interview Walker gave to Roland R Freeman for
600k A Communion of the Spiis:Afrcan-American Quilters, Preservers, and Their Stoies

Alice Walker} o Quiiny

Pl my mobes was a quiies, s0d Thisyellow and black bric | bought when I was
ey, manyacimoonsof my morhes i Ugnnda, nd 1 ad e v made of

e mighbotbood women seingon e b T s ot s sty

orch round th quling Fae, g T oo we sy s pary | o

on the stove and corming back and siting down. s that and | used the red and white nd black,
My morher o bad 3 was 3 long,fo

frame inside the house 2 geh dres thar | had
Somerimes during the Twas pregaant
winter she would qui with my daughrer,
and she ofien picced | Rebecea, who i now
quils.Piecing.... I'm eweny-three. | wok
e of ¢ iccer, chese chings apar or |
qulic,becase  can et
far a piecing ll because it jus seemed
e squares or perfect. Missssippi was
ons togecher, and : ful of political and
somesimes pucing social sruggle, and
them togecher ino regular quits were a
bigblod, burthen # B Arican Amcrican
ol cmphsis on being here
belp—spreadiog i i the Unied St B
out on che frame, or becuuse of the Affcan
spreading it out on the consciousness that was
foor and purting the \ being raised and the way
bacting i and doing that we were all wearing

Alce Walke among her many qits
the accual quilting, N v ‘our hair in narurals and

[The firse qui] | worked on [was] the In Love  wearing all of these Afrcan dresss, 1 fel the need
and Trouble quilt. And I did that one when I was 10 blend these two tradiions. S0 it quiltof
living in Misissipp. It s during a period when  great memory and importance to me.  ue t 3 ot
we were wearing African-inspired dresses. So.ll of  and thars why i s0 worn.

the piccesar from dreses tha | actually wore
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