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WHOSE NAMES ARE UNKNOWN  

Whose Names Are Unknown was written by Sanora Babb at the same time as Grapes of Wrath 

but not published until 2004. The novel is set mostly in Oklahoma and is a detailed account of 

two families based on her own childhood experience. Some critics consider it superior to 

Steinbeck's acclaimed book.  

  

The following excerpts come from the Google Books preview for the paperback version of the 

book (https://books.google.com/books?id=CLrWpv_DtRUC).  

• Chapter 2, pages 6-9 (all)  

• Chapter 9, pages 56-57  

o Excerpt from the bottom of page 56 (following ***) to top of page 57:  “To Julia 

this was…[56-57]… children yelling and laughing on their way to the gate.”  

• Chapter 16, pages 86-87  

o Excerpt between *** at the bottom of page 86 to *** at the bottom of page 87:  

“The next day was the same. All night…[86-87]…and went on with her work.”  

• Chapter 17, pages 90-95 (all)  

The following excerpts can be found using Amazon’s “Search Inside This Book” feature for the 

paperback version (https://www.amazon.com/dp/0806137126). If the links no longer work, 

select “Look Inside” above the book cover image on Amazon and search for the chapter titles 

(e.g., “twenty-five”) in the “Search Inside This Book” search bar.   

• Chapter 20, pages 111 112 113  

o Excerpt starts at the beginning of the chapter and continues to all but the last 

paragraph on page 113: “The Starwood truck…[111-113]…against the steering 

wheel and got her breath.”  

• Chapter 25, page 133  

o Excerpt starts at the beginning of the chapter and ends with the line, “’It’s too 

hard for you,’ he replied.”  

• Chapter 41, page 200  

o Excerpt is the first paragraph.  

  
  
    

http://www.smithsonianmag.com/arts-culture/forgotten-dust-bowl-novel-rivaled-grapes-wrath-180959196/
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/arts-culture/forgotten-dust-bowl-novel-rivaled-grapes-wrath-180959196/
https://web.archive.org/web/20171010051432/http:/www.hrc.utexas.edu/exhibitions/web/babb/career/whose2.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20171010051432/http:/www.hrc.utexas.edu/exhibitions/web/babb/career/whose2.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20171010051432/http:/www.hrc.utexas.edu/exhibitions/web/babb/career/whose2.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20171010051432/http:/www.hrc.utexas.edu/exhibitions/web/babb/career/whose2.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20171010051432/http:/www.hrc.utexas.edu/exhibitions/web/babb/career/whose2.html
https://books.google.com/books?id=CLrWpv_DtRUC
https://books.google.com/books?id=CLrWpv_DtRUC
https://books.google.com/books?id=CLrWpv_DtRUC&lpg=PP1&dq=whose%20names%20are%20unknown&pg=PA6
https://books.google.com/books?id=CLrWpv_DtRUC&lpg=PP1&dq=whose%20names%20are%20unknown&pg=PA6
https://books.google.com/books?id=CLrWpv_DtRUC&lpg=PP1&dq=whose%20names%20are%20unknown&pg=PA56
https://books.google.com/books?id=CLrWpv_DtRUC&lpg=PP1&dq=whose%20names%20are%20unknown&pg=PA56
https://books.google.com/books?id=CLrWpv_DtRUC&lpg=PP1&dq=whose%20names%20are%20unknown&pg=PA86
https://books.google.com/books?id=CLrWpv_DtRUC&lpg=PP1&dq=whose%20names%20are%20unknown&pg=PA86
https://books.google.com/books?id=CLrWpv_DtRUC&lpg=PP1&dq=whose%20names%20are%20unknown&pg=PA90
https://books.google.com/books?id=CLrWpv_DtRUC&lpg=PP1&dq=whose%20names%20are%20unknown&pg=PA90
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0806137126
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0806137126
https://d1b14unh5d6w7g.cloudfront.net/0806137126.01.S03I.LXXXXXXX.jpg?Expires=1597872066&Signature=aUJNqmsLVA4wOdjZ1hjerpsIykJ6me9czdq8K4Y6CJBuSZhu+/4Y20LY6jbmN5w+naExwQ+WYPFh1Hsonv1Cez1GXgNToTlPeL0SfQOc5TpUNzj/a1qvFz/p4oLU6xBYqcUFJHolghk601cI8wslfPCtpvAXz0rbpNfX0mgbpC0=&Key-Pair-Id=APKAIUO27P366FGALUMQ
https://d1b14unh5d6w7g.cloudfront.net/0806137126.01.S03J.LXXXXXXX.jpg?Expires=1597872067&Signature=Ruk2KDNcaQ8jYYxK+fS/CEXgN8tly5WOAq/fOZT+CDuhIO369HobcL/ukp84JeM9aaCHheJTmybkBqz87K7Kpb1rEuoT2UkHC9M9mm+Xr7SV2k8tJCZGth1tuRCR4CTy0OwkCILhXBF1JJcU7M4fWKHwZMgc5A9MnSo0+LntRgQ=&Key-Pair-Id=APKAIUO27P366FGALUMQ
https://d1b14unh5d6w7g.cloudfront.net/0806137126.01.S03J.LXXXXXXX.jpg?Expires=1597872067&Signature=Ruk2KDNcaQ8jYYxK+fS/CEXgN8tly5WOAq/fOZT+CDuhIO369HobcL/ukp84JeM9aaCHheJTmybkBqz87K7Kpb1rEuoT2UkHC9M9mm+Xr7SV2k8tJCZGth1tuRCR4CTy0OwkCILhXBF1JJcU7M4fWKHwZMgc5A9MnSo0+LntRgQ=&Key-Pair-Id=APKAIUO27P366FGALUMQ
https://d1b14unh5d6w7g.cloudfront.net/0806137126.01.S03K.LXXXXXXX.jpg?Expires=1597872288&Signature=M3mvykj5DE+LkE7HTQB3tadv8+qOi8ZM/7S6/wQ4wTOS6PAB72f7OUNLCFi505pLAc0+aHPrA6KpHoeiVUm7lyLTrwx1A12X88Ffi/108QJr8JqYtPM88QBSrxWCSuNsSbDb/VmwbDXKNkcYiNtlTU4k2G7TRkw0kxeGaXDMb3U=&Key-Pair-Id=APKAIUO27P366FGALUMQ
https://d1b14unh5d6w7g.cloudfront.net/0806137126.01.S03K.LXXXXXXX.jpg?Expires=1597872288&Signature=M3mvykj5DE+LkE7HTQB3tadv8+qOi8ZM/7S6/wQ4wTOS6PAB72f7OUNLCFi505pLAc0+aHPrA6KpHoeiVUm7lyLTrwx1A12X88Ffi/108QJr8JqYtPM88QBSrxWCSuNsSbDb/VmwbDXKNkcYiNtlTU4k2G7TRkw0kxeGaXDMb3U=&Key-Pair-Id=APKAIUO27P366FGALUMQ
https://d1b14unh5d6w7g.cloudfront.net/0806137126.01.S03K.LXXXXXXX.jpg?Expires=1597872288&Signature=M3mvykj5DE+LkE7HTQB3tadv8+qOi8ZM/7S6/wQ4wTOS6PAB72f7OUNLCFi505pLAc0+aHPrA6KpHoeiVUm7lyLTrwx1A12X88Ffi/108QJr8JqYtPM88QBSrxWCSuNsSbDb/VmwbDXKNkcYiNtlTU4k2G7TRkw0kxeGaXDMb3U=&Key-Pair-Id=APKAIUO27P366FGALUMQ
https://d1b14unh5d6w7g.cloudfront.net/0806137126.01.S044.LXXXXXXX.jpg?Expires=1597872069&Signature=CtyHBXUXFiD82q5GD0+YG10qtbXAjPphCL8Tq8UuIto3B1TAOCNQi26FsJvD1O7lyvjogzo7cvktKJulF0ID0aH41NhKXxGqcRR52zVMQUCXTWlFleOoWEU9IZX+WC3RlP0bHd1KzUC2HMPmp3OQu3kQHHrmqOwxJHfEkulVb2Y=&Key-Pair-Id=APKAIUO27P366FGALUMQ
https://d1b14unh5d6w7g.cloudfront.net/0806137126.01.S044.LXXXXXXX.jpg?Expires=1597872069&Signature=CtyHBXUXFiD82q5GD0+YG10qtbXAjPphCL8Tq8UuIto3B1TAOCNQi26FsJvD1O7lyvjogzo7cvktKJulF0ID0aH41NhKXxGqcRR52zVMQUCXTWlFleOoWEU9IZX+WC3RlP0bHd1KzUC2HMPmp3OQu3kQHHrmqOwxJHfEkulVb2Y=&Key-Pair-Id=APKAIUO27P366FGALUMQ
https://d1b14unh5d6w7g.cloudfront.net/0806137126.01.S05Z.LXXXXXXX.jpg?Expires=1597872517&Signature=gSbCy7zBFxEdcCN5LUFs1rPgh/PoEgZxY42rkf4MtMSrQDwHi9NezoA1Ml081xYMg1Nt+bzVdUqNjPVw4lCQmSctE0j526yY7YI1+g4uXiPKvdoU0r4QuMFk/fEiawAH6NnCYONMtUIdwHGPPB3BpkcJlFPC4+GZBbf6xq4UgxA=&Key-Pair-Id=APKAIUO27P366FGALUMQ
https://d1b14unh5d6w7g.cloudfront.net/0806137126.01.S05Z.LXXXXXXX.jpg?Expires=1597872517&Signature=gSbCy7zBFxEdcCN5LUFs1rPgh/PoEgZxY42rkf4MtMSrQDwHi9NezoA1Ml081xYMg1Nt+bzVdUqNjPVw4lCQmSctE0j526yY7YI1+g4uXiPKvdoU0r4QuMFk/fEiawAH6NnCYONMtUIdwHGPPB3BpkcJlFPC4+GZBbf6xq4UgxA=&Key-Pair-Id=APKAIUO27P366FGALUMQ


   
DROUGHT AND THE DUST BOWL   

GRAPES OF WRATH  

Grapes of Wrath is a novel published in 1939 by John Steinbeck, Nobel-Prize winner for 

literature. The novel centers on the Joads, a family of sharecroppers who journey to California 

to find a new life amidst the Dust Bowl and Great Depression.   

  

Chapter 1, all (These are recommended reading excerpts)  

• Select quotes (These are quotes taken out of the passage) o "Houses were shut tight, and 

cloth wedged around doors and windows, but the dust came in so thinly that it could not 

be seen in the air, and it settled like pollen on the chairs and tables, on the dishes."   

  

Chapter 5, pages 31-33  

• Select quotes o "The bank is something more than men, I tell you. It's the monster. Men 

made it, but they can't control it."  

  

Chapter 11, all   

Chapter 12, page 121  

• Excerpt (This is the excerpt from Chapter 12) o 

“Well, California’s a big State.  

It ain’t that big. The whole United States ain’t that big. It ain’t that big. It ain’t big 

enough. There ain’t room enough for you an’ me, for your kind an’ my kind, for rich and 

poor together all in one country, for thieves and honest men. For hunger and fat.  

Whyn’t you go back where you come from?  

This is a free country. Fella can go where he wants.  

That’s what you think! Ever hear of the border patrol on the California line? 

Police from Los Angeles—stopped you bastards turned you back. Says, if you can’t buy 

no real estate we don’t want you. Says, got a driver’s license? Le’s see it. Tore it up. Says 

you can’t come in without no driver’s license.  

It’s a free country.  

Well, try to get some freedom to do. Fella says you’re jus’ as free as you got jack 

to pay for it.”  

  

Chapter 14, page 150-151, first paragraph  

• Select quotes o "Man, unlike any other thing organic or inorganic in the universe, grows 

beyond his work, walks up the stairs of his concepts, emerges ahead of his 

accomplishments." (p.  
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150) o "Fear the time when the strikes stop while the great owners live - for every little 

beaten strike is proof that the step is being taken ... fear the time when Manself will not 

suffer and die for a concept, for this one quality is the foundation of Manself, and this one 

quality is man, distinctive in the universe." (p. 151)  

o "Is a tractor bad? Is the power that turns the long furrows wrong? If this tractor were ours, 

it would be good - not mine, but ours. We could love that tractor then as we have loved 

this land when it was ours. But this tractor does two things - it turns the land and turns 

us off the land. There is little difference between this tractor and a tank. The people 

were driven, intimidated, hurt by both. We must think about this." (p. 151)  

  

Chapter 19, quotes  

• Select quotes  

"How can you frighten a man whose hunger is not only in his own cramped stomach 

but in the wretched bellies of his children? You can't scare him--he has known a fear 

beyond every other." (p. 137)  

o "And the great owners, who must lose their land in an upheaval, the great owners 

with access to history, with eyes to read history and to know the great fact: when 

property accumulates in too few hands it is taken away. And that companion 

fact: when a majority of the people are hungry and cold they will take by force 

what they need. And the little screaming fact that sounds through all history: 

repression works only to strengthen and knit the repressed." (p. 238)  

  

Chapter 23, quotes   

• Select quotes o "The migrant people, scuttling for work, scrabbling to live, looked 

always for pleasure, dug for pleasure, manufactured pleasure, and they were 

hungry for amusement." (p. 325)  
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