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Essential Question
What do political maps tell us? How are they important to our understanding of geography?

Summary
This lesson presents an overview of political maps in general and specifically maps from countries in the
Eastern Hemisphere. Students will understand the key features of a political map. They will complete a map
of European countries, capital cities, and related political map information. By the end of the lesson,
students should be able to create mental maps of the designated countries and identify significant features
for each country.

Snapshot
Engage

Students participate in a class contest to draw the outline of Oklahoma and identify the location of the
capital, their hometown, the Red River, a boundary, and a water source.

Explore

Students identify the main features of a political map using an "I Think, We Think" activity.

Explain

Student groups create a political map of the countries of Europe, highlighting the countries of France,
Italy, the United Kingdom (England, Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland), Russia, and Germany. Groups
research facts surrounding various features of the countries.

Extend

Students play "Geo-Pictionary"" by drawing mental maps to reinforce the location of European cities and
countries. A shorter game version is also available.

Evaluate

Students are assessed based on the presentation of their political map of the assigned country.
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Standards
Oklahoma Academic Standards (Social Studies Practices (7th Grade))

7.1: The student will analyze data from a geographic perspective using the skills and tools of geography.
7.1.4: Integrate visual information and apply the skill of mental mapping of the political and physical
features of the Earth’s surface in order to organize information about people, places, and environments.
7.3.1: Identify on a political map the major countries and population centers of each region.

Attachments

Country Frayer Model Revised - Spanish.docx

Country Frayer Model Revised - Spanish.pdf

Country Frayer Model Revised.docx

Country Frayer Model Revised.pdf

Geo-Pictionary Cards - Spanish.docx

Geo-Pictionary Cards - Spanish.pdf

Geo-Pictionary Cards.docx

Geo-Pictionary Cards.pdf

Lesson Slides—There's A Map for That.pptx

Making A Map Rubric - Spanish.docx

Making A Map Rubric - Spanish.pdf

Making A Map Rubric.docx

Making A Map Rubric.pdf

Outline Map of Russia.pdf

Outline map of Europe - Spanish.docx

Outline map of Europe - Spanish.pdf

Outline map of Europe.docx

Outline map of Europe.pdf

Materials

Lesson Slides (attached)

Blank or recycled computer paper (with at least one clean side) for students.

A bag of any kind of individually wrapped pieces of candy (optional).

A basket to use for drawing country names and/or Geo-Pictionary clues.

Outline map of Europe

Outline map of Russia

Chart tablet paper

Political map student rubric

Country Frayer Model handout

Markers

Colored map pencils
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Engage
Open the attached Lesson Slides and show students the Essential Questions for this lesson on slide 3. See if
anyone can answer the question about the importance of political maps. Tell them if they don't know the
answer that by the end of the lesson they will have a better understanding.

Teacher's Note: Adaptation For Other States

If you aren't located in Oklahoma, feel free to adapt the slides for your own home state.

Mental Maps of Oklahoma: Pass out blank or recycled computer paper or ask students to use a sheet of
notebook paper. Explain to students that there will be several small contests in class today. For the first
contest, students will draw the outline of the state map of Oklahoma from memory or to the best of their
ability. Tell students that the contest will be based not only on who finishes first, second, and third but also
on has the drawing that most closely resembles an actual map of Oklahoma. Students may begin when you
say, "Go!" Tell students to raise their paper in the air when they think that they have the map completed.
Identify who finished first, second, and third according to the order of hands raised and ask those students
to come to the front of the room.

Once three contestants have come to the front of the class with their maps, show the outline map of
Oklahoma on slide 4. Ask students to vote for the map that looks the nearest to the one displayed on the
slide. Reward the best map with a piece of candy or small reward based upon voting or your own rules (see
Teacher's Note below). Ask students to hold on to their own maps, as there will be further contests.

Teacher's Note: Class Contest Rules

You might reward all three students for their efforts on the map drawing, have the class vote in secret
for the map that is most accurate, or act as an impartial judge yourself rather than have the class vote
at all. Use your judgment and knowledge of your students to avoid a situation where feelings might be
hurt or the class votes for the most popular person rather than the best map.

Explain to students that the second contest today will be to label the location of the capital city of Oklahoma
AND the location of their hometown on their map. Tell students that maps sometimes use a small star
symbol to identify the capital city and a dot to indicate other cities. They should use those symbols as well.
Again, have students begin when you say, "Go!" When they are finished, they should again raise their papers
in the air. You will determine which students raised their papers first, second, and third. Those students will
come to the front of the room, and a winner will be determined as in the previous contest.

For the third and final contest, ask students to identify where the Red River is located in Oklahoma. Follow
the procedures in a similar manner as you did for the previous contests.

Display the political map of Oklahoma on slide 5, noting where the capital city (Oklahoma City) is located,
where their hometown is located, and where the Red River is located. Compare the location of these cities
and the river with the locations that students chose.
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Explore
I Think/We Think about political maps: Have students flip their paper over. Ask them to look closely at the
map of Oklahoma on slide 5. Tell students this is a political map of Oklahoma. Introduce an I Think/We Think
instructional strategy by having students create two columns on their paper, labeling one column "I Think"
and the second column "We Think."

Display slide 6. Read aloud the directions for the I Think column and then display slide 5 (the Oklahoma
map) again. Allow students one or two minutes to complete this portion of the strategy, and then ask
students to find a partner and compare their answers. Slide 7 shows the We Think directions. Students
should work with their partners to create one list of features of a political map in the We Think column.
Allow five minutes for students to discuss and write their answers in the We Think column. Now, transition
to slide 8 and have partners compare their We Think list with the definition of a political map found on slide
8.

Teacher's Note: Features Of A Political Map

By definition, political maps are designed to show governmental boundaries of countries, states, and
counties and the location of major cities or the capital, if appropriate. They usually include significant
bodies of water. Not all political maps contain roads or highways, but this Oklahoma map does.
Political maps are often in various colors to show the distinct boundaries of countries, states,
provinces, or counties.

Ask pairs to partner with another pair (forming a group of four) to discuss the question on slide 9, "How
might political maps be useful?" Allow two to three minutes for groups to discuss.

Teacher's Note: Sample Answers

Student answers will vary but could include: "To determine borders between states, countries,
provinces, or counties so that there will not be border disputes although they can occur. For example,
suppose a river is a boundary and its course changes over time." "Political maps help people identify
which government governs a certain area." "Political maps might be useful for navigating within a
country or from country to country." "Political maps can clearly show you the size of a country and who
its neighbors are."
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Explain
Political Maps of Europe. Pass out an outline map of Europe and Russia to each student. Tell students they
will teach the remainder of the lesson about one country in Europe, or Russia, and its political features.
Explain that the Commonwealth of the United Kingdom is made up of four countries that are under one rule
with London as its capital. Those countries are England, Scotland, Northern Ireland, and Wales. (See further
explanation in Teacher's Note below.)

The countries that students will study are Germany, France, Italy, Russia, and the individual countries of the
Commonwealth of the United Kingdom (England, Scotland, Northern Ireland, and Wales). Divide students
into eight groups so that each country is represented. Assign each group a country or have them draw a
name out of a basket.

Teacher's Note: Russia And The U.K.

It might be important to discuss the meaning of and differences between the terms United Kingdom,
Great Britain, and England. A clear explanation can be found here. You might also show on a world map
where Europe and Russia are located within the Eastern Hemisphere and how Russia and Eastern
Europe are connected.

Once countries are determined, pass out the outline maps, the rubric, and the Country Frayer Model to all
students. Each group will eventually get a piece of chart tablet paper as well.

Go over the rubric and ask if there are any questions. Groups will create their own map outline on one
sheet of the chart tablet paper. This map should be drawn freehand and include the capital city, one major
water source, and at least one major city.

Each group member is responsible for turning in a completed Frayer Model handout. Each section asks for
specific information about the capital, major water sources, bordering countries or bordering geography,
and five other facts about the country in general. Slide 8 displays an example of the chart tablet map and
Country Frayer Model.

Direct students to the CIA World Factbook website, the Country Reports website or the Encyclopedia
Britannica online to research their Frayer Models. Groups can use any or all sites. The Encyclopedia
Britannica is useful for researching a few facts about the capital city of the country. If the class has student
atlases or textbook atlases, students may also use these as a resource.

Groups should divide the Frayer Model among four members, with each member researching one section.
After researching, all group members should share their information so that everyone can complete their
individual Frayer Model handouts. Each group member should also be prepared to participate in the
upcoming presentation.

Each group presents its political map on the chart tablet paper, discussing the country's political features.
The Frayer Models are to be used to present each part of the map. During presentations, the class audience
should take notes. That is, the class members are to find the presenters' country on their own outline map
of Europe and Russia and identify and label its capital, water source and bordering countries. They can color
their maps with map pencils for homework or at a later time.
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Extend

Teacher's Note: "Geo-Pictionary" Prep

Prior to playing this game, print the Geo-Pictionary country names found in the attachments, cut them
out, and place them in a basket. Students will have an opportunity to select the outline of each country
three times. This repetition is intended to enable them to begin to recognize the shape of each country.
You will also need to display the online stopwatch to time the game.

Geo-Pictionary: After all presentations are completed, tell students that they will practice drawing the
outlines/boundaries and shapes of these countries much as they did with the state of Oklahoma. Allow time
for students to study their outline maps and the names and placement of the capitals. The rules for each
round of Geo-Pictionary are on slides 9-11.

Round One: Divide the class into three teams. Place the names of all the countries in a basket. There should
be twenty-four slips of paper. Randomly pick one student from team one to come to the board. As the artist,
the student will draw the outline of the country on the board while the rest of the team tries to guess the
country. Set the online stopwatch to three minutes and start it once the artist begins drawing. The team
gets only three guesses within that three-minute time period. If team one does not get the correct answer,
team two can steal but gets only one guess. If team two is incorrect, team three gets one chance to steal.
Continue with the three-minute rule until all eight countries have been drawn three times.

Round Two: This time place only two copies of each country name in the basket. Continue playing and
drawing the countries but with lesser time for drawing and guessing. Set the stopwatch to two minutes for
round two. Each team now has only one guess for their drawing. Teams can steal but with only one guess. If
no one guesses correctly, no one gets the point.

Round Three: To receive more points, call on each team randomly and ask them the name of the capital for
each country. For example, say to team one, "Tell me the capital of France." If team one does not answer
correctly, the next team can answer correctly and steal the point. Then, question teams using the capital as
the stem. Say, "Paris is the capital of..." Continue until all eight countries and their capitals have been
queried in this manner at least twice.

Teacher's Note: A Shortened Version Of The Game

If the Geo-Pictionary game version above seems too long, a shortened game can be played. Rather than
having students draw mental maps, you can use a blank outline map (found in the attachments) in
round one. Divide students into three teams. In round one, randomly call one person from Team One
to the board. Project the blank outline map on a projector. Have the student choose a country card
from the basket and identify the country on the outline map. A timer can be set for 90 seconds. If he or
she guesses incorrectly, the point can be stolen by Team Two, and so on. In round two, a team member
draws a country from the basket and identifies the correct country on the outline map in 45 seconds. In
round three, a team member draws a country name from the basket and identifies the capital of the
country.
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Evaluate
Students should be evaluated on their political map presentations using the rubric provided. They should
also be assessed on the completion of the outline maps and Frayer Model.

Page 7 of 8

https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/lesson/573?rev=20985

https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/lesson/573?rev=20985


Resources

CIA World Fact Book (2018). Library. cia.gov. Retrieved from:
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-world-factbook/

Countries of the World. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.countryreports.org/

K20 Center. (n.d.). Frayer Model. Strategies. Retrieved from
https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/strategy/d9908066f654727934df7bf4f505d709

K20 Center. (n.d.). I Think/We Think. Strategies.
https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/strategy/d9908066f654727934df7bf4f5065bfd

The Difference Between The UK, England, And Great Britain. (2014, July 02). Retrieved April 24, 2019,
from http://www.todayifoundout.com/index.php/2012/01/the-difference-between-the-uk-england-and-
great-britain/https://www.online-stopwatch.com

Timer, O. C. (n.d.). Online-Stopwatch. Retrieved from https://www.online-stopwatch.com/

Page 8 of 8

https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/lesson/573?rev=20985

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-world-factbook/
https://www.countryreports.org/
https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/strategy/d9908066f654727934df7bf4f505d709
https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/strategy/d9908066f654727934df7bf4f5065bfd
http://www.todayifoundout.com/index.php/2012/01/the-difference-between-the-uk-england-and-great-britain/https://www.online-stopwatch.com
https://www.online-stopwatch.com/
https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/lesson/573?rev=20985

	There's a Map for That!
	European Countries
	Essential Question
	Summary
	Snapshot
	Standards
	Attachments
	Materials
	Engage
	Teacher's Note: Adaptation For Other States
	Teacher's Note: Class Contest Rules

	Explore
	Teacher's Note: Features Of A Political Map
	Teacher's Note: Sample Answers

	Explain
	Teacher's Note: Russia And The U.K.

	Extend
	Teacher's Note: "Geo-Pictionary" Prep
	Teacher's Note: A Shortened Version Of The Game

	Evaluate
	Resources



