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All About Pigs 
A pig is a type of animal. A boy pig is called a boar and a girl pig is called a sow. All baby 

pigs are called piglets. Right now, there are about one billion pigs in the world and most of 
them live on farms. Pigs that live on farms are mostly raised for food. We get many foods come 
from pigs, including bacon and pork chops. Some pigs are wild. They eat leaves, roots, fruit and 
flowers. Pigs that live on farms mostly eat corn and soybeans. Farm pigs can live about 15 to 20 
years, but wild pigs only live four to eight years. Pigs can grow very big. Some of them weigh up 
to 700 pounds. But other types of pigs are small. They are called miniature, or “teacup” pigs. 
These pigs can be kept as pets, just like cats or dogs. Pigs are very social, which means they like 
being around people and other pigs. They are also very smart.  

If a pig is a pet, it can be trained to use a litter box, just like a cat. They can also be 
taught to perform tricks, walk on a leash, and can learn their name if you give them one. Some 
people think that pigs are dirty. But pigs are very clean animals. They only roll around in the dirt 
to cover their skin and keep it from getting sunburned. The noises, or grunts, that a pig makes 
are actually used to talk to each other. Piglets know the sound of their mother’s grunts and will 
come when she calls them. They also have a very good sense of smell. The pig’s long nose, 
called a snout, allows it to smell about 2,000 times better than humans.  

Now you know many facts that you can share with your friends and family about pigs. 

 


