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Essential Question
How do effective writers help readers paint pictures in their minds?

Summary
After analyzing a variety of character descriptions, students will take a closer look at their own writing and
make revisions to enhance their character descriptions.

Snapshot
Engage

Students participate in a drawing activity using simple character descriptions from the beginning of the
book Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl.

Explore

Students read the full, in-text description of a character, adjust their pictures accordingly, and discuss
how the two descriptions impacted their drawings.

Explain

Students watch clips from the movies and discuss how each director's interpretation of the characters
differs from how they interpreted the descriptions.

Extend

Students analyze one of their narratives and revise their current character descriptions to match the
mental image in their heads.

Evaluate

Students partner up to share the evolution of their character descriptions in their writing.
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Standards
Oklahoma Academic Standards for English Language Arts (Grade 5)

5.3.R.3: Students will describe and find textual evidence of key literary elements:
setting
plot
characters (i.e., protagonist, antagonist)
characterization
theme

5.3.W.1: Narrative: Students will write narratives incorporating characters, plot, setting, point of view,
conflict (i.e., internal, external), and dialogue.

Attachments

Character-Descriptions-Willy-Wonka-and-the-Writing-Factory.docx

Lesson-Slides-Willy-Wonka-and-the-Writing-Factory.pptx

Materials

Lesson Slides (attached)

Character Descriptions (attached; one per student)

Student work from a previous narrative writing assignment

Anchor Chart paper

Markers

Computer or laptop

Wi-Fi
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Engage

Teacher's Note: Lesson Preparation

Prior to this lesson, students should already have completed a narrative writing assignment that they
can use later in the lesson.

Prior to teaching this lesson, have an Anchor Chart set aside for each major character: Augustus Gloop,
Veruca Salt, Violet Beauregarde, and Charlie Bucket. At the top of each paper, have just the character’s
name and their simple-phrase character description from the beginning of the book.

Use the attached Lesson Slides to guide the lesson. Display slide 3, and ask the students what they picture
when they hear the phrase, "He's a magician with chocolate!"

Introduce students to the Anchor Chart strategy. As your students are sharing out what they picture, draw
or record it on a piece of poster paper (or similar) using the Anchor Chart strategy. Make sure not to ask
students to elaborate with more details. Just draw what they say the best you can.

Next, invite students to do the same thing with a small group of peers using the Jigsaw strategy. When
students get in their groups, give each group one of four simple-phrase character descriptions from the
beginning of the book. Together, have students draw a picture of the character based only on the simple
description.

Teacher's Note: Character Choices

You may have students who have seen the movies, or even read the books prior to this lesson, who
point out a character, Mike Teavee, has been left out. The character description in the book depicts
violence and mentions guns, so this character was left out of the lesson for potential sensitivity
concerns. A simple response such as, "There were already two boys and two girls, so I just wanted to
keep the numbers even," should suffice.

Teacher's Note: Differentiation

When deciding how to split your students into groups, consider the reading levels and abilities of the
students. The descriptions of Augustus Gloop and Charlie Bucket are simpler and shorter in length,
while the excerpts provided for Veruca Salt and Violet Beauregarde are more complex.

Display slide 4 and ask students to draw a picture of the character based on the description provided to
each group. Once the groups have completed their initial drawing, have them share out with the rest of the
class. Each character’s simple description is provided on its own slide (slides 5–8) for you to display as each
group shares the picture they drew.

Display slide 9 and share the lesson’s essential question: How do effective writers help readers paint pictures in
their minds?

Display slide 10 and share the lesson’s learning objectives:
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We will describe characters from a story.

We will identify differences in character descriptions.

We will analyze a piece of writing and revise it to enhance character descriptions.
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Explore
Display slide 11 and let the students know that the first description of the character was just a brief
introduction at the beginning of the book. The author of the story, Roald Dahl, goes into further detail once
the story begins.

Display slide 12 and read the complete description of Willy Wonka that Roald Dahl writes in the book. Ask
your students if this description of Willy Wonka is close to what they were picturing after hearing the initial
phrase. If not, ask your students to share with you how their picture might change.

Glue or tape a copy of Willy Wonka’s more detailed character description to the Anchor Chart. Next to it, as
your students are sharing out, try to draw what they are describing.

Guiding Questions

Some questions to consider asking your students: How are the two descriptions of Willy Wonka similar?
How are the two descriptions of Willy Wonka different? How does the second description of Willy
Wonka help you get a clearer picture of the character? How did our drawing of Willy Wonka change?
How do the drawings compare?

Next, pass out the attached Character Descriptions handout to all students. Have each group attach their
full character description to their Anchor Charts. Have them use the full description to draw a new picture
of their character next to the first picture.

Once the groups have completed their second drawing, have them share out with the rest of the class. Each
character’s name is provided on its own slide (slides 13–17) for you to display as each group shares the new
picture.

Display slide 18, and revisit the essential question: How do effective writers help readers paint pictures in
their minds?

Ask students to share some of the things the author did to enhance the character descriptions. As groups
are responding to this question, begin creating a list for students to reference later. This list can be written
on each group's Anchor Chart, or you can create one comprehensive Anchor Chart for quick reference later.
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Explain
Once all of the groups have shared out their characters and discussed how their drawings have evolved
based on the differences in the descriptions, let your students know that you are going to see how others
have visualized each of the characters.

Share with students the definition of visualization: the formation of mental visual images. Inform them that this
is what they have been doing with the character descriptions when they paint a picture in their head of what
the author wrote.

Show students the video Willy Wonka’s Grand Entrance on slide 19, Mel Stuart's version of Willy Wonka from
the movie, Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory.

Embedded video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qsgQvZOBhEY

Inquiry

Consider asking students: How is the way Willy Wonka is depicted in this scene different from how he is
depicted in the story and in Mel Stuart's theatrical version? In which movie do you feel the characters
were truer to their book descriptions?

As a group, continue watching clips from both movies. Focus on one character at a time, and have the class
discuss how the directors interpreted the characters differently from how the groups interpreted their
descriptions. Take notes of student responses on each character's Anchor Chart. Include a still image of the
character from each version of the movie on the poster as well.

1. Augustus Gloop (slides 22–24)

2. Veruca Salt (slides 25–27)

3. Violet Beauregarde (slides 28–30)

4. Charlie Bucket (slides 31–33)

Teacher's Note: Timing

Depending on the amount of time you have remaining for the lesson, you may forgo watching all of the
clips as a class and have students just watch the clips that relate to their character. You will still want to
have a whole-class discussion, though, over how each person interpreted the characters.
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Extend
Display slide 34, and invite students to spend the rest of the time analyzing one of their own narratives. Ask
them to read the character descriptions they have already written and analyze them for ways they can
enhance the writing to provide more visual cues.

Have students use the Anchor Charts and what they have learned about visualization and adding details in
writing to revise their own character descriptions.
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Evaluate
Display slide 35 and invite each student to pair up with a classmate to do an activity similar to the Engage
and the Explore activities. Have each pair decide who will be Partner A and who will be Partner B.

Display slide 36 and have Partner A share their original character description with Partner B. Once Partner
B hears the original description, they should draw a picture of the character.

Display slide 37 and have Partner B share their original character description with Partner A. Once Partner
A hears the original description, they should draw a picture of the character.

Have Partners A and B share the original drawings with one another. Once they have done this, display
slides 38–39. Students should take turns sharing their revised character descriptions with one another. As
Partner A shares their revised description, Partner B should draw a new picture and vice versa.

When the partners are done with the new drawings, have them share with each other. Ask them: Does the
picture match what you were trying to get across in your writing? If not, what more could you do to revise
your writing and get the description to where it needs to be?

Display slide 40 and revisit the essential question.
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