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Essential Question
What caused the French Revolution?

Summary
In this lesson, students examine the political, social, and economic conditions that led to the French
Revolution. Students further explore these conditions by reading and summarizing primary source
documents, watching a video about the Three Estates, and creating a pie chart to represent the causes of
the French Revolution. To conclude the lesson, students summarize their learning in a six-word memoir.
This is a multimodality lesson, which means it includes face-to-face, online, and hybrid versions of the
lesson. The attachments also include a downloadable Common Cartridge file, which can be imported into a
Learning Management System (LMS) such as Canvas or eKadence. The cartridge includes interactive student
activities and teacher's notes.

Snapshot
Engage

Students list everything they already know about revolutions. 

Explore

Students categorize conditions for a revolution as political, social, or economic.

Explain

Students summarize documents that detail the conditions of pre-revolutionary France. 

Extend

Students create a pie chart by assigning percentages to the causes of the French Revolution.

Evaluate

Students summarize the causes of the French Revolution in six words.
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Standards
ACT College and Career Readiness Standards - Reading (6-12)

CLR402: Draw logical conclusions in somewhat challenging passages

ACT College and Career Readiness Standards - Writing (6-12)

D&S 401: Building and strengthening the argument. A score in this range indicates that the writer is able
to: -Make use of clear reasoning and examples to arrive at an understanding of the issue and differing
perspectives on it -Adequately convey reasons why the argument is worth considering -Extend ideas and
analysis by considering factors that complicate the writer’s own perspective -Anticipate objections by
qualifying the argument
ORG 301: A score in this range indicates that the writer is able to: -A score in this range indicates that the
writer is able to: -Group most ideas logically -Use transitions between and within paragraphs to clarify
some relationships among ideas

Oklahoma Academic Standards SOCIAL STUDIES (Modern World History)

MWH.C.4.1: Analyze the complex political, social, and economic causes culminating in the French
Revolution.
MWH.C.4.1.A: Examine the influence of Enlightenment philosophy, economic conditions, the rising
influence of the middle class, and the excesses and corruption of the French monarchy on demands for
reform.

Attachments

Causes Pie Chart—Why Do People Revolt?.docx

Causes Pie Chart—Why Do People Revolt?.pdf

Common Cartridge—Why Do People Revolt.zip

Lesson Slides—Why Do People Revolt?.pptx

Pre-Revolution Documents—Why Do People Revolt?.docx

Pre-Revolution Documents—Why Do People Revolt?.pdf

Pre-Revolution Notes—Why Do People Revolt?.docx

Pre-Revolution Notes—Why Do People Revolt?.pdf

Revolutions Card Sort—Why Do People Revolt?.docx

Revolutions Card Sort—Why Do People Revolt?.pdf

Materials

Lesson Slides (attached)

Revolutions Card Sort handout (attached; one per pair of students)

Pre-Revolution Notes handout (attached; one per student)

Pre-Revolution Documents handout (attached; one per pair of students)

Causes Pie Chart handout (attached; one per pair of students; optional)

Pens or pencils

Notebook paper

Copy paper

Colored pencils or markers
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20 minutes

Engage

Teacher's Note: Lesson Preparation

Prior to teaching the lesson, print the attached Revolutions Card Sort. Print enough copies for each
pair of students to complete the Card Sort. Cut apart and shuffle the cards. Consider laminating the
cards for longevity and reuse.

Use the attached Lesson Slides to guide the lesson. Display slide 3 and introduce students to the Tell Me
Everything strategy. Ask students to write everything they already know about revolutions on a piece of
notebook paper.

Provide time for students write everything they already know. Then, have each student share their
completed list with an Elbow Partner. Invite a few volunteers to share out some items from their lists. Then,
move through slides 4–5 to share the essential question and learning objectives.
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10 minutes

Explore
Organize students into pairs and move to slide 6. Give one set of the Revolutions Card Sort to each pair of
students. Have students read the provided category cards: political, social, and economic. Then, have them
sort the each of the sorting cards into one of the category that best describes the card. Allow students time
to sort the cards.

Invite a few pairs to share out how they sorted their cards. Guide a class discussion about the cards. During
the discussion, share that all of the characteristics students sorted were issues French citizens faced before
the French Revolution.
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30 minutes

Explain
Move to slide 7 and have students watch the video Causes of the French Revolution about what happened in
France leading up to the revolution.

Once the video is over, pass out one copy of the attached Pre-Revolution Notes handout to each student.
Organize students into pairs. Move to slide 8 and use the I Notice, I Wonder instructional strategy to have
students analyze the the charts on the slide. The chart depicts the Three Estates’ population, land
ownership, and the taxes paid. 

Have students discuss what they notice and wonder about the images with their partners. Then, invite
several students to share out what they discussed. During this discussion, clarify the structure of the Three
Estates system in pre-revolutionary France.

Guide the whole class in summarizing the chart in the first box of the Pre-Revolution Notes handout. Then,
pass out one copy of the attached Pre-Revolution Documents handout to each pair of students. Move to
slide 9 and have students work with their partners to summarize each of the four documents in their Pre-
Revolution Notes handouts.

Provide time for students to analyze the documents. Then, move to slide 10. Have students discuss with
their partner what they think the main cause of the French Revolution was based on the documents.
Provide time for discussion, then ask a few groups to share out their thoughts.
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5 minutes

Extend
Display slide 11 and pass out the attached Causes Pie Chart handout, or provide students with a piece of
blank copy paper. Provide colored pencils or markers to students. 

Using the Dividing the Pie instructional strategy, tell students to think about what conditions held the most
weight for French citizens and which had the largest part in triggering revolution. Have students work with
their partners to create a pie chart that depicts the causes of the French Revolution. Encourage students to
use the Pre-Revolution Documents to determine which percentages they should assign to the causes.
Remind them that all percentages should equal 100%.

Optional Technology Integration

Consider having students create pie charts using Google Sheets. 

After students create the pie charts, have each pair discuss their pie chart with another pair of students.
Provide time for a discussion about how students decided to assign percentages to each cause of the
revolution.
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20 minutes

Evaluate
Move to slide 12 and introduce the Six-Word Memoirs strategy. Have students create a six-word summary
of what caused the French Revolution on the back of the Pre-Revolution Documents handout. If necessary,
provide the following example for students: “Third estate said enough is enough.”

Collect the Pre-Revolution Documents handout to assess students’ understanding of the lesson.
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