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Essential Question(s)
What is formative assessment and what does it look like in the ELA classroom?

Summary
Participants will actively engage in formative assessments that are in lessons on Learn and reflect on how
those assessment strategies can be use with their students and in their specific content areas.

Learning Goals

1. Explore a variety of strategies that support formative assessment in the English language arts
classroom.

2. Examine metacognitive strategies for supporting students in their efforts to be self-directed learners.
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Attachments

2021 Oklahoma Academic Standards for English Language Arts—Formative Assessment for the ELA
Classroom.pdf

ABC Graffiti—Formative Assessment for the ELA Classroom.docx

ABC Graffiti—Formative Assessment for the ELA Classroom.pdf

Area 51 UFO Festival—Formative Assessment for the ELA Classroom.pdf

Caption This—Formative Assessment for the ELA Classroom.docx

Caption This—Formative Assessment for the ELA Classroom.pdf

Cool Jobs Reaching Out to ET—Formative Assessment for the ELA Classroom.pdf

Formative Assessment Collaborative Slides Day 4—Formative Assessment for the ELA Classroom.pptx

Magnetic Statements Formative Assessment Institute ELA—Formative Assessment for the ELA
CLassroom.pptx

Note Catcher—Formative Assessment Institute ELA Classroom.docx

Note Catcher—Formative Assessment Institute ELA Classroom.pdf

Session Slides—Formative Assessment for the ELA Classroom.pptx

Will We Know Alien Life When We See It—Formative Assessment for the ELA Classroom.pdf

Materials

Session Slides (attached)

2021 Oklahoma Academic Standards for English Language Arts (attached; one per participant)

Note Catcher (attached; one per participant)

Caption This (attached; one per participant)

ABC Graffiti (attached; one per group)

Magnetic Statements (attached; one for the whole group)

UFO Fans Will Descend on Tiny Town Near Area 51 for Alien Stock Festival; NewsELA Article (attached
and linked; one per participant)

Will We Know Alien Life When We See It? CommonLIT Article (attached and linked; one per participant)

Cool Jobs: Reaching Out to E.T. Is a Numbers Game, CommonLIT Article (attached and linked; one per
participant)

Area 51 Finally Declassified by the CIA; Buzzfeed News (linked; one per participant)

Highlighters (several colors for each participant)

Chart Paper

Pens (multiple colors)

Personal Devices or Computers

Wifi

Projector
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Engage

Presenter’s Note: Setting Up

Prior to beginning this session, set up the following resources:

1. On slide 7, insert a photo of the Anchor Chart created on Day 1 of the Institute, listing purposes
for formative assessment in the classroom.

2. Have handouts and materials available on the table for participants:

Note Catcher (one per participant)

Caption This (one per participant)

ABC Graffiti (one per group)

UFO Fans Will Descend on Tiny Town Near Area 51 for Alien Stock Festival (NewsELA article;
one per participant)

Will We Know Alien Life When We See It? (CommonLIT article; one per participant)

The Cool Jobs: Reaching Out to E.T. Is a Numbers Game (CommonLIT article; one per
participant)

Area 51 Finally Declassified by the CIA; Buzzfeed News (linked; one per participant)

3. Print Magnetic Statements on card stock, laminate if possible, and hang around the room.

Using the attached Presentation Slides, display slide 4. Welcome participants to the English language arts
content-specific day of the Formative Assessment Institute. Briefly introduce yourself.

Display slide 5. Share the essential question for the institute: What is formative assessment and what does it
look like in the English language arts classroom?

Display slide 6. Share the session objectives with participants:

1. Explore a variety of strategies that supports formative assessment in the English language arts
classroom.

2. Examine metacognitive strategies for supporting students in their efforts to be self-directed learners.

Display slide 7. Remind participants of the list of purposes for formative assessment that they generated on
Day 1 of the Institute. These purposes will be driving their work throughout the day.

Display slide 8. Share the instructional strategy, Magnetic Statements, with participants. Give them a few
minutes to walk around the room to read each of the quotes. Once they find a quote that they are most
attracted to, have them discuss why they feel “pulled in” by this quote with the others who selected the
same quote.

Review the quotations on slides 9-14 with the whole group. Ask a volunteer from each group to share out
what they liked most about the quotation as you display them one at a time,

Display slide 15. Pass out the attached Note Catcher and go over the reflection questions for this strategy
with participants. The goal of this is to get participants thinking about its value in formative assessment as
well as how they could use this in their own classrooms.

Display slide 16. Pass out the attached 2021 Oklahoma Academic Standards for English Language Arts.
Provide participants with a few moments to review the eight academic strands.

Display slide 17. Share the link to the K20 LEARN Website. Introduce participants to the strategies and
lesson samples found on the website that they will be examining throughout the session.
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Explore #1: “Caption This” from The Story of an Hour

Presenter’s Note: Caption This

There are six different pictures to choose from on slides 19-24. For the purpose of this activity, it is not
necessary to go over all of them. Select 2-3 of favorites to share out and skip the others.

Move to slide 18. Pass out the attached Caption This handout and share the instructional strategy Caption
This with participants. Share with participants that the photographs of couples on slides 19-24 are from the
era of the Kate Chopin stories. The time period when these stories were written is very different than the
times we are living in today. Gender and marriage roles are not the same today as they were in the 19th
century, and the way people thought about these topics differs vastly from what many people think today.
Ask them to pay careful attention to the photographs to imagine what each spouse is thinking or to create a
story behind the picture from the perspectives of both spouses. Instruct participants to write responses on
their handouts as you display the images on the screen.
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Explain #1: “Caption This” from Story of an Hour
Display slide 25. Share the link to the lesson, Totally Different Stories, and provide participants with some
time to review the lesson. Ask participants the following question:

Based on where the assessment strategy, Caption This, is placed in the lesson, what information could this
assessment tell you about your students? How could the lesson change if you used this assessment strategy in a
different spot in this lesson? How might the purpose of this assessment change if it is used in a different context (i.e.
with a different text and images)?

Allow time for participants to discuss this as a table group or whole group before moving on.
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Explore #2: “Fist to Five” from Ichabod and Brom:
GhostFacers
Move to slide 26. Prepare participants to view a video of people telling stories about personal ghost
encounters. Before playing the video, share the reflection questions they should keep in mind as they’re
watching the video.

Display slide 27. Play the video, “People Tell Their Spookiest Ghost Stories” linked below.

Embedded video

https://youtube.com/watch?v=1D1BqTYQ_rg

Display slide 28. Introduce the instructional strategy, Fist to Five. Invite participants to hold up a fist (zero
fingers) or up to five fingers to indicate how believable they thought each story or storyteller was. Ask them
to share the reasoning for their responses with the group.

Display slide 29. Ask follow-up questions to help guide the discussion:

1. Did you believe these storytellers? Why or why not?

2. What made these stories believable or not believable?

3. What did you like or dislike about these stories?
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Explain #2: “Fist to Five” from Ichabod and Brom:
GhostFacers
Display slide 30. Share the link to the lesson Ichabod and Brom: Ghostfacers and provide participants with
some time to review the lesson. Ask participants the following questions:

Why was the assessment strategy Fist to Five used at this particular place in the lesson? Could you have used it in a
different part of the lesson? How might the lesson change if you used it in a different spot? How might it change if you
used it with a different piece of literature?

Allow time for participants to discuss this as a table group or whole group before moving on.

Display slide 31. Bring participants’ attention back to their Note Catcher handout. Give them time to reflect
on the assessment strategies that they have participated in up to this point and answer the question, how
was the strategy used and how can I best use it?

Announce a ten-minute break.
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Explore #3: "Why-Lighting" from Alienstock
Display slide 32. Pass out the attached and linked articles:

1. UFO Fans Will Descend on Tiny Town Near Area 51 for Alien Stock Festival

2. Will We Know Alien Life When We See It?

3. Cool Jobs: Reaching Out to E.T. Is a Numbers Game

4. Area 51 Finally Declassified by the CIA

Share the instructional strategy Why-Lighting with participants.

Group participants into groups of four.

Ask them to number off from 1 to 4 within each group.

Have them read the article corresponding to their group number.

Each group member will read a different article ("ones" reading article one, "twos" reading article two,
etc.).

Once participants have finished Why-Lighting the articles, ask groups to temporarily reshuffle so that those
who read the same article are now grouped together. Depending on the number of participants, you may
have more than one group who has read the same article.

Display slide 33. Ask participants to share with their group any evidence they found to support either the
case for or against alien existence. Encourage them to discuss why they highlighted certain things. Invite
them to collaborate within their groups to gain a thorough understanding of what they read.
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Explain #3: "Why-Lighting" from Alienstock
Display slide 34. Share the link to the lesson, Alienstock. Give participants enough time to review the lesson.
Ask participants the following questions:

Based on where the assessment strategy Why-Lighting is placed in the lesson, how could you adapt this to your
class?  What information can you glean from students’ responses? What skills/standards/content might you work
toward with this particular assessment?

Allow time for participants to discuss this as a table group or whole group before moving on.
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Explore #4: “They Say/I Say Writing” from Lord of the
Flies Unit: Lesson 8 (In the End)
Display slide 35. Instruct participants to listen carefully to William Golding for the following information:

The general topic of the speech

Main point

Examples/quotes that support the main argument

Embedded video

https://youtube.com/watch?v=vYnfSV27vLY

Display slide 36. Share the instructional strategy They Say, I Say Writing with participants. Explain to them
that they will be writing two paragraphs:

The first paragraph summarizes the information about the novel and its characters that they gleaned
from the novel Lord of the Flies itself.

The second paragraph summarizes the participant’s views on the topic.

Display slides 37 and 38. Provide sentence frames to help participants structure their paragraphs.
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Explain #4 “They Say/I Say Writing” from Lord of the
Flies Unit: Lesson 8 (In the End)
Display slide 39. Share the link to the lesson Lord of the Flies Unit: Lesson 8 (In the End). Provide participants
with some time to review the lesson. Ask participants the following questions:

Based on where the assessment strategy They Say/I Say Writing is placed in the lesson, why was this strategy used
here? Could you have used it in a different part of the lesson? How might you have adapted it if you had used it with a
different piece of literature? What does this show about student learning?

Allow time for participants to discuss this as a table group or whole group before moving on.
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Explore #5 “ABC Graffiti” from “Just Say No! Exploring
Temptation Through The Lotus Eaters”
Display slide 40. Pass out the attached ABC Graffiti handout to each group along with a different color pen.
Share the instructional strategy ABC Graffiti with participants.

Ask your participants the following question: What are different temptations that people face?

Display slide 41. Ask the groups to jot down words and phrases for as many letters as they can in the time
provided. To complete the activity, they must use their prior knowledge of different motivations people
could have for their actions. Give them an allotted amount of time, ideally 2–3 minutes.

When time is up, display slide 42. Have the groups rotate to the next table. They should take their pens with
them so their contributions can be traced back to their corresponding pen color. Have each group pick up
where the last group left off, again adding words and phrases for each blank letter. If time allows, they also
can add words and phrases to letters that were previously used. Allotted time is maximum of 3 minutes.

When time is up, display slide 43. Have the groups rotate once more. After the third round, ask participants
to return to their seats. As with previous two rounds, allotted time is a maximum of 3 minutes.

Engage participants in a whole-group discussion about what they wrote or saw on the posters and what
their perceptions about about common temptations are. What words and phrases did the posters have in
common?
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Explain #5: “ABC Graffiti” from “Just Say No!: Exploring
Temptation Through the The Lotus Eaters”
Display slide 44. Share the link to the lesson Just Say No! Exploring Temptation Through The Lotus Eaters.
Provide participants with some time to review the lesson. Ask participants the following questions:

How might you adapt this to your class? What are some temptations your class might share? How might you used this
in _______? What information can you glean from your students’ responses? What skills/standards/content might you
use to work toward with this particular assessment? 

Allow time for participants to discuss this as a table group or whole group before moving on.

Display slide 45. Direct participants’ attention back to their Note Catcher. Provide them time to reflect on
the assessment strategies that they have explored up to this point and answer the question: How was it used
and how can I use it?

Display slide 46. Before taking a break, ask participants to briefly examine the Magnetic Statement on the
importance of establishing learning goals for the assessments themselves.

Announce a ten-minute break.
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Extend

Facilitator's Note:

Open a copy of the Formative Assessment Collaboration Slides and copy the link. Share the link with
participants so they can add their assessments to the slides.

Display slide 47. Ask participants to pick one of the formative assessment strategies that have been covered
today and create an assessment in their content area. Ask participants to add their assessment to the
Formative Assessment Collaborative Slides.

Templates for slides have been created for participants to add their created assessment. Explain that these
slides will be available after the session for all participants. Consider grouping participants into subject
areas and provide time for the assessments to be created.
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Evaluate
Transition to the evaluation slide 48. Ask participants to give K20 TREK Rapid Feedback: Within the feedback,
list 2 strategies you want to implement this next month.
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Research Rationale
Analyzing the current skill level of students in a classroom at any given time and determining the best
course of action for ensuring they all meet the target learning goals can be a challenge even for seasoned
teachers. The idea of using formative assessment to meet the individual needs of students is not a new
topic. In fact, researchers as far back as Benjamin Bloom have shown that one-to-one tutoring is the most
effective form of instruction because of the tutor’s ability to pinpoint misconceptions and provide
immediate feedback and correctives (William, 2011). Despite continued research backing up the claims that
formative assessment can enhance student success, teachers may continue to struggle in their efforts to
use the full array of formative assessment practices available. The question then becomes: what can
teachers do to effectively improve and enhance their use of formative assessment in the classroom
environment?

Page 16 of 17

https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/professional-learning/1858?rev=31671

https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/professional-learning/1858?rev=31671


Resources

BuzzFeed Unsolved Network. (2019, June 22). People tell their spookiest ghost stories [Video]. YouTube.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1D1BqTYQ_rg&t=6s

Carter, H. (2018, Jan 18). The brave American couples who refused to let prejudice tear them apart—
decades before laws prohibiting interracial marriages were finally banned. [Digital image].
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article-5283243/19th-Century-images-capture-brave-interracial-
couples.html

Dillinger, S. (2019, Mar 21). Photos of adorable 19th-century couples. [Photograph].
https://www.ranker.com/list/cute-1800s-couples-photos/samantha-dillinger

flickr. (n.d.) Unknown couple. Woman standing. Man sitting. [Photograph].
https://www.flickr.com/photos/freeparking/507248108

Hallam, F. (n.d.). Old couple with dog, photographed before 1900. [Photograph]. (1890). Bottesford
Local History Archive. https://www.bottesfordhistory.org.uk/content/catalogue_item/bottesford-local-
history-archive/photographs-contributed-by-miss-margaret-taylor-and-mr-frank-hallam/old-couple-
with-dog-photographed-before-1900

K20 Center. (n.d.). ABC Graffiti. Strategies. https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/strategy/96

K20 Center. (n.d.). Caption This. Strategies. https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/strategy/82

K20 Center. (n.d.). Fist to Five. Strategies. https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/strategy/68

K20 Center. (n.d.). Magnetic Statements. Strategies. https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/strategy/166

K20 Center. (n.d.). They say, I say Writing. Strategies. https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/strategy/1644

K20 Center. (n.d.). Why-lighting. Strategies. https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/strategy/128

Loomis, I. (2017). Cool jobs: Reaching out to E.T. is a numbers game. CommonLit.
https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/cool-jobs-reaching-out-to-e-t-is-a-numbers-game?
search_id=25644280

Maresca, F. (n.d.). I do, I do. The Ricco/Maresca Gallery. [Photograph in Exhibit].
 https://petapixel.com/2017/07/03/wedding-photos-looked-like-late-1800s/

Saey, T. H. (2017). Will we know alien life when we see it?. CommonLit.
https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/will-we-know-alien-life-when-we-see-it?search_id=25644280

U/AdamCannon. (2018). A Victorian couple trying not to laugh while having their portraits done. [Digital
image].
https://www.reddit.com/r/aww/comments/9ae9xy/a_victorian_couple_trying_not_to_laugh_while/,

Vingiano, A. (2013, Aug 16). Area 51 finally declassified by the CIA. BuzzFeed News.
 https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/alisonvingiano/area-51-finally-declassified-by-the-cia

Washington Post and Newsela Staff. (2019, Aug 19.). UFO fans will descend on tiny town near Area 51
for Alienstock festival. Newsela.com. https://newsela.com/read/area-51-festival/id/55511/

Wiliam, D. (2011). What is assessment for learning? Studies in Educational Evaluation, 37(1), 3-14.
doi:https://doi.org/10.1016/j.stueduc.2011.03.001

YouTube. (2010). Golding's introduction to Lord of the Flies. [Video].
YouTube. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vYnfSV27vLY

Page 17 of 17

https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/professional-learning/1858?rev=31671

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1D1BqTYQ_rg&t=6s
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article-5283243/19th-Century-images-capture-brave-interracial-couples.html
https://www.ranker.com/list/cute-1800s-couples-photos/samantha-dillinger
https://www.flickr.com/photos/freeparking/507248108
https://www.bottesfordhistory.org.uk/content/catalogue_item/bottesford-local-history-archive/photographs-contributed-by-miss-margaret-taylor-and-mr-frank-hallam/old-couple-with-dog-photographed-before-1900
https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/strategy/96
https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/strategy/82
https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/strategy/68
https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/strategy/166
https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/strategy/1644
https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/strategy/128
https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/cool-jobs-reaching-out-to-e-t-is-a-numbers-game?search_id=25644280
https://petapixel.com/2017/07/03/wedding-photos-looked-like-late-1800s/
https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/will-we-know-alien-life-when-we-see-it?search_id=25644280
https://www.reddit.com/r/aww/comments/9ae9xy/a_victorian_couple_trying_not_to_laugh_while/
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/alisonvingiano/area-51-finally-declassified-by-the-cia
https://newsela.com/read/area-51-festival/id/55511/
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.stueduc.2011.03.001
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vYnfSV27vLY
https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/professional-learning/1858?rev=31671

	Formative Assessment for the English Language Arts Classroom
	Essential Question(s)
	Summary
	Learning Goals
	Attachments
	Materials
	Engage
	Presenter’s Note: Setting Up

	Explore #1: “Caption This” from The Story of an Hour
	Presenter’s Note: Caption This

	Explain #1: “Caption This” from Story of an Hour
	Explore #2: “Fist to Five” from Ichabod and Brom: GhostFacers
	Embedded video

	Explain #2: “Fist to Five” from Ichabod and Brom: GhostFacers
	Explore #3: "Why-Lighting" from Alienstock
	Explain #3: "Why-Lighting" from Alienstock
	Explore #4: “They Say/I Say Writing” from Lord of the Flies Unit: Lesson 8 (In the End)
	Embedded video

	Explain #4 “They Say/I Say Writing” from Lord of the Flies Unit: Lesson 8 (In the End)
	Explore #5 “ABC Graffiti” from “Just Say No! Exploring Temptation Through The Lotus Eaters”
	Explain #5: “ABC Graffiti” from “Just Say No!: Exploring Temptation Through the The Lotus Eaters”
	Extend
	Facilitator's Note:

	Evaluate
	Research Rationale
	Resources


