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Essential Question(s)
How can schools best support concurrent enrollment students?

Summary
How can schools purposefully support concurrent enrollment students? In this session, participants
deepen their understanding of how to best support concurrent enrollment students by analyzing a
playbook and collaborating on best practices. Next, participants listen to a panel consisting of educators
and students who have experience with concurrent enrollment. Participants leave with tangible ways they
can build support for students endeavoring to take college classes while in high school. 

Learning Goals
Identify and analyze concurrent enrollment principles and strategies to increase student participation and
success in concurrent enrollment.
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Attachments

Dual Enrollment Playbook Summaries—Increasing and Supporting Success in Concurrent
Enrollment.docx

Dual Enrollment Playbook Summaries—Increasing and Supporting Success in Concurrent
Enrollment.pdf

Session Slides—Increasing and Supporting Success in Concurrent Enrollment.pptx

Materials

Session Slides (attached)

Dual Enrollment Playbook Summaries (attached; one for each participant) 

Sticky notes in two colors (two for each participant)
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10 minutes

Engage
Use the attached Session Slides to guide the session. Display the session title on slide 2 as participants
enter. Pass out two sticky notes in different colors to each participant as they enter. Once everyone is
seated, move to slide 3 and introduce the Essential Question for the session, How can schools best support
concurrent enrollment students? Tell participants to keep this question in mind as they move through the
session. 

 Move to slide 4 and introduce the Commit and Toss strategy. Tell participants to list one benefit of
concurrent enrollment on a sticky note and one barrier that they believe limits concurrent enrollment
participation on a different color sticky note. Have participants toss their sticky notes into a container. Pull
out several sticky notes that correspond to benefits of concurrent enrollment and read them aloud. Have a
brief discussion about how concurrent courses are valuable to students. Next pull out several sticky notes
that correspond to the barriers that prevent students from attending concurrent courses. Read several
aloud. Discuss the barriers that participants currently see in their schools. 

Transition to slide 5 and review the Session Objective with participants.
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10 minutes

Explore

Facilitator’s Note: Session Preparation

Prior to the session, create a Padlet board with columns that has five columns labeled with each
principle from the Dual Enrollment Playbook Summaries.

Pass out the attached Dual Enrollment Playbook Summaries to each participant. Display slide 6 and tell
participants to choose one of the five principles from the summaries that relates to a current issue they
have with concurrent enrollment in their school. Provide time for participants to read their chosen
principle, then post their key takeaways either on poster paper or Padlet.
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10 minutes

Explain
Move to slide 7 and have participants group up by the principle they chose to read. Have participants read
through the key takeaways from a principle that is different from the one they initially read. Have
participants use the I Notice, I Wonder strategy to add comments and questions to the key takeaways after
they have read through them.  

Facilitate a group discussion by having participants share their new knowledge about how to best support
concurrent enrollment students going forward.
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30 minutes

Extend

 Facilitator’s Note

Choose four to five people from the community to participate in a panel discussion. Some stakeholders
could be a school counselor, current or former concurrent student, principal, superintendent, or
admissions officer at a college that provides concurrent classes for students. Provide panel
participants with the Dual Enrollment Playbook Summaries prior to the session and ask participants to
read the summaries. 

Transition to slide 8 and introduce the panel to participants. Provide time for each panel member to share
their experiences with concurrent enrollment and then encourage participants to ask questions of the
panel.
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5 minutes

Evaluate
Display slide 9 and ask participants to think about one tangible strategy they plan to take back to their
school. Provide some thinking time and then have participants share their thoughts. Encourage participants
to take the Dual Enrollment Playbook Summaries back to their schools and share with their concurrent
enrollment team. 

If participants are from different sites, provide some time for them to collaborate and share best practices
they already use at their school.

Move to slide 10 and share the Concurrent Enrollment Tool Kit educator resource that K20 has developed
to provide support to schools. These weekly discussion guides have a weekly focus and provide
conversation starters for anyone that works to support concurrent enrollment students.
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Research Rationale
Research shows a clear and strong link between concurrent enrollment and increased student academic
performance (Jones, 2014; Dingess, 2018). Several studies have also found that students who participate in
concurrent enrollment have time to acclimate to the college environment and thus earn higher grades in
their postsecondary careers (Allen & Dadgar, 2012; Dingess, 2018). This opportunity to build momentum
also provides an avenue for those students who may carry complex social and educational challenges from
high school as they transition into the university setting (Wang et al., 2015). A consistent concern with
students as they transition from high school to PSE is that many of them may have difficulty in fully
acclimating to the rigor and expectations of university-level coursework (Taylor, 2015; Vargas et al., 2017).
This is especially apparent when looking at students who identify as first-generation college students, as
they may feel overwhelmed by everything from student support to the specifics of financial aid (Lee et al.,
2022). Concurrent enrollment offers a bridge between the familiarity of high school and the frontier of
higher learning, building upon the initial benefits of concurrent enrollment in high school to build toward
greater academic momentum fueled by a smooth transition from high school to university (Wang et al.,
2015).
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