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Essential Question(s)

Why do campus visits make sense for middle schoolers?

Summary
In this session, participants will examine how early college visits impact middle school students. Participants
will discuss research on the impact of early college visits and explore online resources available on the
LEARN website. Participants will use this knowledge to develop plans for implementing campus visits at their
school sites that address opportunities for or barriers to campus visits. To conclude the session,
participants will reflect on the knowledge they gained.

Learning Goals

Examine how early exposure to college campuses influences middle school students’ aspirations and
academic motivation.

Assess online resources for supporting early college awareness and determine how to integrate them
into specific school or program settings.
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Attachments

Campus Visit Data—Making Sense for Middle Schoolers.pdf

I Notice, I Wonder Chart—Making Sense for Middle Schoolers.docx

I Notice, I Wonder Chart—Making Sense for Middle Schoolers.pdf

Implementation Plan—Making Sense for Middle Schoolers.docx

Implementation Plan—Making Sense for Middle Schoolers.pdf

Presentation Slides—Making Sense for Middle Schoolers.pptx

The Importance of Postsecondary Campus Visits Research Brief—Making Sense for Middle
Schoolers.pdf

Materials

Presentation Slides (attached)

The Importance of Postsecondary Campus Visits Research Brief handout (attached; one per
participant)

Campus Visit Data handout (attached; one per participant)

I Notice, I Wonder Chart handout (attached; one per participant)

Implementation Plan handout (attached; one per participant)

Blank paper (one per group)

Sticky notes (one per participant)
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5 minutes

Engage
Use the attached Presentation Slides to guide the session. Display slide 2 and introduce the session to the
participants. Use slides 3–4 to introduce the essential question and learning objectives.

Organize participants into small groups and give a piece of blank paper to each group. Move to slides 5–6
and introduce participants to the Round Robin instructional strategy. Tell participants to work together to
create a list of responses that answer the prompt on the slide: “What do middle schoolers think of when
they hear “college”?

Have participants begin the first round and start the 1 minute timer on the slide. Lead participants in 2–3
rounds, restarting the timer for each round, then have small groups share out their lists with the whole
group.
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10 minutes

Explore
Pass out the Research Brief and Campus Visit Data handouts to each participant. Transition to slide 7. Tell
participants that the data was collected from 7th- and 8th-grade students of the classes of 2029 and 2030
after those students attended a campus visit to either a 2-year or 4-year institution from August 2024 to
April 2025.

Distribute one copy of the I Notice, I Wonder Chart handout to each participant. Introduce participants to
the I Notice, I Wonder instructional strategy. Tell them they should use the strategy to explore research
related to early exposure to college campuses and data from students about their level of knowledge about
college. Explain that participants should work individually to write down things they notice, or observations,
and things they wonder, or questions they have, about the research and data.

Have participants share out their findings with their small groups. Once all small groups have finished
sharing, invite volunteers to share out with the whole group.
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10 minutes

Explain
Transition to slide 8 and direct participants to the K20 LEARN website. Introduce participants to the Middle
School Campus Visits Collection and have them view the four middle school resources, including 7th Grade
Campus Visit Companion Activity: What Jobs Need What Education? and 8th Grade Campus Visit: Connecting
Career Dreams to Postsecondary Education. Have participants take note of points of interest or questions
they have as they look through the resources. Begin the 7 minute timer on the slide.

Display slides 9 and introduce the Mingle instructional strategy. Play music and have participants walk
randomly around the room. Stop the music and have participants pair up with someone near them. Have
them discuss interesting points or questions from the campus visit resources with their partners. Repeat
this process 1–2 times if time permits.
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15 minutes

Extend
Display slide 10 and pass out the Implementation Plan handout to each participant. Explain to
participants that they should use the resources they read on the K20 LEARN website and their
understanding of the context of their schools to develop implementation plans. Have participants work with
members of their school teams to complete the handout and develop their plans.
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5 minutes

Evaluate
Display slide 11 and pass out one sticky note to each participant. Introduce participants to the How am I
feeling? What am I thinking? instructional strategy. Have them draw a line down the center of their sticky
notes. Have them write or draw how they are feeling after the session on one side. Have them write or draw
what they are thinking on the other side. If time permits, invite participants to share what they wrote on
their sticky notes.
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Research Rationale
Research shows a correlation between early college campus visits and an increase in attending college
(Smith et al., 2022).
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