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VISUAL CUES: WHAT YOU SEE 

 

Overview 

Welcome to the College and Career Culture Tool Kit. This resource is specifically designed for administrators, 
counselors, and educators who are dedicated to strengthening their school's commitment to college and 
career readiness. Building this culture requires a unified vision and actionable strategies, and this is why this 
guide is organized into three powerful, interconnected sections: Visual Cues, Making Connections, and High 
Expectations. 

The environment itself is a powerful teacher. This section emphasizes the importance of making the path to 
college and career visible and tangible. From subtle hallway displays to prominent signage, these resources 
help you create a constant, positive visual narrative of achievement and possibility throughout the school 
building.  

Pick and choose the resources you want to use from this Visual Cues: What You See section of the tool kit to 
support a college-going and career-focused culture in your school building. 
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ENTRY SIGN 

Resource Overview 

Displaying signage with educators’ backgrounds and inviting students to ask questions can spark conversations 
that lead to a better understanding of different academic paths. This may inspire students to consider their 
own educational and career goals, as well as thoughts about various universities and fields of study. It also 
creates a more personal environment where students see teachers as individuals with distinct backgrounds. 
The goal is to make higher education seem accessible and relatable. 

 

Audience 

This entry sign is intended for administrators to distribute to school staff for display. 

 

How to Use 

Print the entry sign template on the next page (page 3) for each staff member. Ask everyone to complete the 
template, sharing where they graduated from and their major. Then ask each staff member to hang it outside 
their door to welcome and encourage students to ask about their alma mater and their degree of study. 
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TOP 10 PSE BENEFITS POSTERS 

Resource Overview 

Provide students with a visual reminder of the benefits of continuing education after high school. Posters 
enable educators to place information in high-traffic areas, meeting students where they are and making it 
accessible. They serve as informational signposts that students can reference in a controlled space. 

Research suggests that if you have a postsecondary degree, you are more likely to: 

• Live longer and healthier 
• More satisfying family life 
• Make a difference in your community 
• Understand the world better 
• Be prepared for success in a technology-driven world 
• More likely to be employed 
• Be happier in your job 
• Increase your job options 
• Connect with peers and mentors 
• Earn $1 million more in your lifetime 

 

Audience 

These posters are designed for counselors and educators to display in areas where students can easily see 
them. 

 

How to Use 

Print the 10 posters on pages 6–15. Consider printing these in full color and laminating them. Hang these in a 
common area, such as your counseling or college and career office, or use them to create a college and career 
hallway in a high traffic area of your school. 

For more information on how to integrate this resource into a learning experience, check out the GEAR UP for 
LIFE Student Kickoff (Assembly Version) resource from LEARN: learn.k20center.ou.edu/educator-resource/3648. 

  

https://learn.k20center.ou.edu/educator-resource/3648
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ABC COLLEGE AND CAREER POSTERS 

Resource Overview 

The ABCs of college majors and careers foster 24/7 awareness and engagement with postsecondary options. 
These posters can help students associate letters with college programs and diverse fields of study that they 
may never have considered without a visual cue. Displaying the posters in a common area also reinforces the 
school’s commitment to postsecondary education and increases familiarity with college and career topics. 

 

Audience 

These posters are designed for counselors and educators to display in areas where students can easily see 
them. 

 

How to Use 

Print the 26 posters on pages 17–42. Consider printing these in full color and laminating them. Hang these 
along the perimeter of a classroom or counseling office where students can easily see them. 
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