
 
UNLOCKING STEM FUTURES 

MAGNETIC STATEMENT: #1 

 
“...First-generation college students were 

less likely to take the sort of rigorous math 
and science courses in high school that 

allow for a smoother transition into STEM 
majors.” 

 
—Bettencourt et al., 2020 

 



 
UNLOCKING STEM FUTURES 

MAGNETIC STATEMENT: #2 

 
“...[First-generation college students] are 

less likely to know what careers are 
available to them, as well as what any 

particular job will include on a day-to-day 
basis…” 

 
—Coleman et al., 2025; 

Moschetti & Hudley, 2015 
 



 
UNLOCKING STEM FUTURES 

MAGNETIC STATEMENT: #3 

 
“46% (13 of 28) of [first-generation college 

students] spoke of hidden expectations 
within STEM departments that shaped 

their perceptions of what students should 
know at the undergraduate level or how 

they should act as a STEM student.” 
 
—Google et al., 2023 

 



 
UNLOCKING STEM FUTURES 

MAGNETIC STATEMENT: #4 

 
“Compared to continuing-generation 

students, first-generation students had 
significantly lower self-efficacy, emotional 
regulation, first-semester [college] GPA, 

and first-to-second year retention…” 
 

—Koh et al., 2022 
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MAGNETIC STATEMENT: #5 

 
“...[First-generation college students] 

constitute 30% of undergraduate 
degrees...” 

 
—Marco-Bujosa et al., 2024; 

NSB, 2018 
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