
True for Who?

This strategy guides students in exploring claims and truth from different
perspectives.
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TRUE FOR WHO?

Project Zero. (2019). True for Who? Harvard Graduate School of Education.
http://pz.harvard.edu/sites/default/files/True%20for%20Who_0.pdf

Summary

This strategy helps students consider how an issue looks from different
points of view. After discussing a specific claim and the context
surrounding it, students reflect on how people's differing viewpoints and
personal experiences might influence the stances they take in a given
situation.

Procedure

1. Present students with a specific claim or argument from a novel or
event.

2. Have students identify and discuss the situation in which the claim
or argument was made, who made the claim, what the interests and
goals of the people or characters were, and what was at stake for
each person or character involved.

3. Ask students to reflect on the given situation and think about all the
varying points of view that people might have in that situation. As
students share out various viewpoints, make a comprehensive list
on the classroom board or screen.

4. Have each student choose a point of view from the list and consider
how a person with this viewpoint might respond to the claim
presented earlier. Would s/he/they think the claim is true? False?
Uncertain? Why?

5. In a circle, have students respond to the claim dramatically, as if
speaking from the point of view they chose.

6. After all students have had a chance to present their chosen
viewpoints, have them consider everything they heard. What are their
conclusions? Do they have new ideas or questions? What have they
learned about different perspectives?
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