
Venn Diagram

A Venn diagram is an illustration that uses circles to show the
relationships among things or finite groups of things.
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VENN DIAGRAM

Summary

Venn diagrams use circles that overlap to illustrate the relationship
between two or more items. These serve to visually organize similarities
and differences among the items. Those circles that overlap have a
commonality while circles that do not overlap do not share those traits.
This representation helps students visualize these relationships.

Procedure

1. Decide which information on a topic students will compare and how
many total items there are.

2. Instruct students to draw a circle on a piece of paper for each item,
or pass out a pre-prepared handout. It is important that their circles
overlap and that this area is large enough to contain notes.

3. Label each circle with the appropriate item. (For example, if students
are comparing cats and dogs, they would label the left circle “Cats”
and the right circle “Dogs.”)

4. Have students, individually or as a whole group, list unique
information that applies only to that item in the non-overlapping
section of the circle. 

5. Never have students brainstorm a list of shared characteristics in
the overlapping spaces. If there are more than two circles, have them
write down commonalities between two items in the area where
those two circles overlap.

6. In the area where all three circles overlap, students should list things
all three items have in common. (For example, if students add a bird
in the comparison begun earlier, the overlapping space between the
cat and dog might include “fur.” However, students might include
“pets” in the space where the cat, dog, and bird circles overlap.)
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