
Academic Action News

This strategy promotes critical thinking for reflection purposes via news
segments. Academic Action News allows students to format a
presentation and share how the presented material is applicable for the
individual student, the class, and other classes.
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Summary

Academic Action News is a collaborative strategy that encourages
students to process and present their understanding of course content by
taking on the roles of a newscast team. Students work in small groups of
4–6, with each student assuming a specific role modeled after real-world
newscasters to present their understanding of a topic. This strategy
promotes synthesis of information, peer teaching, creativity, and public
speaking.

Procedure

1. Divide the students into groups of 4-6 individuals.

2. Provide each group a topic to create a presentation on.

3. Each student in the group will fulfill a role as a newscaster. 

One or two individuals will act as the main news anchors,giving the introduction and conclusion. The main newsanchors will introduce the newscast/topic, provide a thesisstatement for their newscast, and note a preview of theupcoming topics. In the conclusion, they’ll summarize thenewscast, restate their thesis, and end with a memorableclose.
One student will act as the weather specialist. Their role is toreport on the class climate on the topic. (What made sense?What didn’t make sense? How are students feeling about thematerial? This isn’t a critique of the teacher—it’s measuringhow the class feels about the MATERIAL).
One student will act as the sports reporter. Their role is toreport how students can apply the material they learned in theireveryday lives. (How does this material matter?)
One student will act as the local news specialist. Their role isto report how students can apply the material they learned inthe class they are currently in. (How will you use this materialas you continue in this class?) 
Finally, one student will act as the international newsspecialist. Their role is to report on how students can use thismaterial in other classes. (How will you use this material inother classes?)

4. Provide students a copy of the attached planning documents. Give
students plenty of time to do their research and plan their segments.

5. Try to keep newscasts (i.e., entire presentation) between 7-10
minutes.
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